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From the Chairman

Dear Cape Horners, Associates and Friends,

On behalf of our Association, the Deputy Chairman and myself were
honoured to have been invited by Buckingham Palace to HRH The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Memorial Service at Westminster Abbey to celebrate the life
of our late Patron. It was an extremely moving service and we were
reminded of the legacy that he left us, firstly being deeply involved with
initiating and organising the first international multicrew round-the-world
yacht race whilst Admiral of the Royal Navy Sailing Association, a series that
started as the First Whitbread Race on 8" September 1973 and has
continued every 4 years since; and secondly, that he decreed that
Yachtsmen who sailed round Cape Horn should be eligible to join the
Association of Cape Horners, an honour that hitherto had only been
bestowed on commercial Captains and officers of windjammers.

At the end of last year it was with regret that we had to announce that our
President had resigned but we thank him for his support to the Association
during his period of office.

| am pleased to say that the Committee has selected Marco Nannini to a
new position on the Committee as ‘International Member’ to specifically
provide attention to the international side of our Association. Marco, a
Cape Horner, is the organiser of the Global Solo Challenge, a solo non-stop
round-the-world race starting from A Corufia in September next year.

We are also establishing partnerships with organisers of future round-the-
world races, offering those yachtsmen who round Cape Horn free
membership for their first year.

| am pleased to say that our Press Release about the launch of the Multi-
crew Circumnavigation Register has generated great interest and
communication. Our thanks go to Barry Pickthall in particular for his
considerable effort in compiling this register. If you are eligible (see the
criteria on the website) apply for your name to be included on the register.

We had a well-supported Reunion lunch last November with a maximum
attendance of 94. We were treated to an excellent talk by Will Carnegie,
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skipper of Veritas on the BT Global Challenge 2000-2001. We have booked
the same location this year in Portsmouth for Sunday, 20" November.
Please take the opportunity to book a table for your yacht reunion.

We have said farewell to Andrew Edsor who has been on our committee
for 20 years, 18 of which were as our webmaster. We thank him for his
major contribution and long service to our Association.

| hope everyone who has had to restrict their sailing during the pandemic
will now be able to carry out their plans and enjoy getting back onto the
water,

Fair winds and following seas.
Ashley Manton

Chairman

MUSEUMS sl ool opened in  April 2022

@ ROYAL s The Cutty Sark Rig Climb
GREENWICH

For the first time since
arriving in Greenwich in
1954, visitors are able to
climb the famous ship’s
masts and enjoy views of
the Thames like no other.
The 64.77m, 2,100 ton
Cutty Sark was one of the
last tea clippers to be built
in 1869 at a cost of £16,150.

If you dare to do the rig
climb, please send us a
photo!

—Ed.
The Cutty Sark is located in King William Walk, London SE10 9HT rmg.co.uk/rigclimb
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Committee Activities October 2021-March 2022

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5

Obje
1.1

1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5

1.6

Nov. ‘21 - Strategic Objectives Reviewed for 2022-23:

ctives January 2020

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Increase IACH exposure in the public and sailing environment
Increase Membership by 10% annually

Establish a Bursary/Donation process

Trawl for additional resource/help on or off the Committee
Aim for 100 at Annual Lunch

Increase IACH exposure in the public and sailing environment —
ONGOING

Double membership by 2023 (50" Anniversary of the first
Whitbread) - ONGOING

Create a new website with seamless connection to a database and
payment platform - DONE

Develop member databases to simplify membership applications,
renewals & web access - DONE

Trawl for additional resource/help — possibly as part of committee.
ONGOING

Aim for 100 at Annual Lunch - DONE

1 | Increase IACH exposure in the public and sailing environment.

We have/are:

1.1 | Launched a Wikipedia page

1.2 | Launched a new Multi-Crew Circumnavigation Register (MCCR) in
parallel with our solo register

1.3 | Reviewed and improved the IACH Members’ Regalia Range

1.4 | Looking to offer an attractive certificate to Members testifying to
their rounding of Cape Horn

1.5 | Actively seeking a new Royal Patron

1.6 | Having meetings with senior yachting figures re- a Cape Horn Hall
of Fame
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2 | Increase the membership by 10% annually. We have/are:

2.1 | Recruited 21 new members since April 2020.

2.2 | Continued marketing effort targeting Global Challenge, Volvo,
Whitbread participants.

2.3 | All members are asked to be proactive in encouraging new
members.

2.4 | Looking to establish partnerships with future round the world
races.

3 | Establish a Bursary /Donation Process. We have:
3.1 | Opened discussions with suitable sailing orgs. to parent with.
3.2 | Solicited advice from individuals with experience of this process.

4 | Trawl for additional resource/help on and off the Committee.
4.1 | Andrew Halcrow supplies tales of Cape Horn for Facebook — now
in place.

4.2 | Barry Pickthall, supported by Andrew Halcrow (Solo Register
Coordinator), will manage the new MCCR.

4.3 | The Committee would love to hear from any member who would
like to assist in any way.

4.4 | An International Member for the Committee has been identified.
Details will follow.

5 | Aim for 100 at Annual Lunch
5.1 | There were 94 attendees. Our guest speaker was Will Carnegie,
skipper of Veritas, BT Global Challenge 2000-2001.
5.2 | For future lunches, please book a table. Bring along all your crew
mates and interested friends.

6 | The next annual strategic review will take place in 2023
Members will be updated of our intentions. If any member wishes
to raise an issue, please email secretary@capehorners.org
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Sailing News In Brief

There’s so much exciting sailing to follow this year but before you make travel
plans, always check the official websites for any changes in dates and venues.
Every important race nowadays has a yacht tracker on its website. Bookmark the
page on your device for easy updates.

The Clipper Round the World Race

The arrival of Covid meant disruption to the 2019-20 Clipper race and the yachts
were in Subic Bay, Philippines, until recently. The re-scheduling meant that three
of the previous skippers were not able to return, opening up new opportunities for
others. Racing resumed in March. The next Clipper Race is planned for 2023-24.

wwwi.clipperroundtheworld.com

Globed0 - La Grande Route 2022

With official support from the French Sailing Federation, the first edition of this
double-handed RTW race with 8 stopovers starts in Tangier on 26" June, 2022.
www.globe40.com

Golden Globe Race 2022

This retro race starts from Les Sables d’Olonne, France, on 4% September, 2022.
After a few pre-start retirees, there are currently twenty-five skippers who hope to
be on the start line on 4™ September this year. www.goldengloberace.com/ggr-2022/

The Ocean Race 2022-23

Following a change of date, the 14 edition of the former Whitbread/Volve RTW
race now starts on 15" January, 2023 in Alicante, Spain. As a result of the zero Covid
policy in NZ, the race also now has an epic Cape Town to Itajai leg via Cape Horn.
At 12,750 miles, this leg will take over a month. www.theoceanrace.com

Ocean Globe Race 2023
Starting on 10" September, 2023, this fully-crewed retro race celebrates the 50"
anniversary of the 1973 Whitbread RTW race. The OGR currently has 24 entries
from 14 countries: 8 in Adventure Class; 9 in Sayula Class; 7 in Flyer Class.
www.oceangloberace.com

The Global Solo Challenge 2023

Forty yachts are to take part in this singlehanded event with rolling starts from 2"
- 28" October, 2023. The 32'-55" yachts depart on this tropical round the world
route from A Cortina, Spain. www.globalsolochallenge.com

CH80 Cape Horner Journal



The Race Around 2023-24
Planned for every four years, the first edition of this official Class40 round-the-
world race is open to both amateurs and professionals in solo and double-handed

categories. The race starts on 23™ September 2023 from the west coast of France.
www.theracearound.com

The Mini Globe Race 2024

Especially for 5.8m yachts, this six leg westward race is due to start from Portugal
in late 2024. The route takes participants via the Panama Canal and Cape of Good
Hope. www.classglobe580.com

The Vendée Globe 2024

The Notice of Race which details the rules for competing in the 10" edition of the
Vendée Globe has been published and applications are now invited. The start is
scheduled for 10™ November, 2024. www.vendeeglobe.org/en/

It’s not just about racing of course! We invite individuals and sail training
organisations, small or large to get in touch with us at the IACH and tell us
about the events that are planned and the routes that will be sailed in the
coming years. We want to hear from you! —Ed journal@capehorners.org

Eight Bells

IACH Honorary Member
Kate Lee aged 93 died on
21 January, 2022 in
Faversham, Kent.

Kate was the widow of the
IACH former president
Martin Lee. Kate always
accompanied her husband
to the many Cape Horners
and other reunions that he

Eye of the Wind, reproduced by kind permission of
attended. eyeofthewind.net Photo credit: H P Bleck

Kate was politically left-leaning and twice represented Labour as the
Mayor of Faversham, 1996-98 and was awarded the freedom of
Faversham. It was due to her that the brigantine Eye of the Wind
(registered in Faversham) was rebuilt for world cruising.
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On Sailing Commitment

William ‘Bill’ Pinkney describes himself
as ‘the first black man of any country to
sail alone around the world through the
Southern Ocean via Cape Horn’.

In October 2021, Bill received a ‘Lifetime
Achievement Award’ on his induction
into the US National Sailing Hall of
Fame, for which the IACH offer our
congratulations! Extensive footage of
Bill’s travels can be seen on YouTube. A
natural educator, he turns everyday, on-
board sailing experiences into easy-to-
understand, entertaining lessons.

Right: Bill with his latest book ‘Sailing = 4
Commitment Around the World'.

Bill claims that he was a terrible student at school. He says,
‘The fact that | was a black man meant that, statistically, before | was 21,
| would be either killed from a crime of violence or drugs or incarcerated.
Now [ never believed the statistics. That’s why I’'m here today.’

For the reasons above, Bill always considered it to be important to share
his story, especially with youngsters who needed inspirational guidance.
In an earlier book, he showed his grandchildren examples of what could
be achieved with the basic things they learn in the first twelve years of
education, something given for free. He wrote about what he had learnt
about people, places and things and had a pre-Internet following (by radio
and satellite transponder) of 30,000 students in Chicago and Boston.

Now, 83 year old Bill is telling the story to 8-12 year olds about his lessons
from life in sailing his yacht, Commitment, and how through persistence,
commitment and education, they too can make their dreams a reality. Bill
is seeking donations via GoFundMe to get the book published privately.
Search ‘GoFundMe-Publish the story of Commitment for young people’.

CH80 Cape Horner Journal
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From the Membership Secretary

The IACH welcomes the following Full members and Associates:

Pierre Monsaingeon — Pen Duick VI; Gus MacKenzie — Associate;
Murray Ross — Fisher & Paykel;, Dean Apps - Samsung;

Brian Hayden - GBII; Paul Kelly — Team Save the Children;

Boris Herrmann — Malizia 2/Seaexplorer; Derek Kalinski — Isle of Man;
Stefan Spangaro — W60 Brooksfield;, Matteo Miceli — Eco40;

Hugh Welbourn — SY Gazelle

* ok Kk ok ok %k ok ok ¥k Kk kK k k ¥ ¥

Many thanks to all of you who have amended your membership
subscriptions to the new 2022 rate for UK and overseas members of
£20 p.a.

If you have not yet renewed your annual membership and you know
that this is on the old rate then you can set up a new recurring payment
here:  https://www.capehorners.club/main/paysubs.html  Please
remember to cancel your old rate recurring payment before setting up
the new one to make sure that you don’t pay twice!

You can check your membership expiry date and set up/renew your
subs payment as well as update your details on our website. If you have
any difficulties in setting up access to this information, please contact
Bev - memsec@capehorners.org

/The37‘h I YS NAR O lis ®aiake pldaielin Barcelona. The defender,\
Emirates Team New Zealand, and the challenger of record, Ineos Team
UK made the announcement recentlhe event will take place in
kSeptember and October, 2024.

/

Congratulationgo new IACH member Boris Herrmann, for bgingsented
with the Best German Offshore Yacht 2021 at thé' Iserman Offshore
Awards on 8 April 2022honouring the ImocaSeaexplorer Yacht Club de
Monacod { A LILJSNR A Ay ONBRA 0 Gl&ve podaKL. LI |
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The Legend That Is Cape Horn

By Marco Nannini
Where the Pacific and Atlantic meet, the legend of Cape Horn is born.

Cape Horn, Cabo de Hornos, whatever you want to call it, is a legendary
place where the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans meet. To the detriment of the
name, it is an island part of the Tierra del Fuego archipelago that evokes
images of pure and wild nature. Graceful and elegant, albatrosses brave
the storms and winds of the screaming fifties between the Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans. Continuous perturbations travelling clockwise around
Antarctica push huge bodies of water towards the Drake Strait. Cape Horn
and Antarctica create an obligatory passage for wind and sea, exposing all
the power of nature.

Right: Hugo Ramon in the
thick of a storm, 50 knots
of wind and a plunging
barometer off Tierra del
Fuego, deep concern
showing on his face. Hugo
was racing a Class40 with
Marco Nannini during the
2011/2012 double-handed
Global Ocean Race.

©® M Nannini

‘vou can also die’

The very strong howling winds swing at every cold front from north-west to
south-west. The winds of the warm sector of each depression blow
regularly and very strong for days, raising huge waves. As the cold front
passes, conditions become furious. The wind shifts and blows cold, angry,
straight from Antarctica, bringing with it waves from a different direction.
This is the most dangerous moment, the wave patterns cross and sum up
creating a confused, difficult, foolish sea. Many navigators have tasted the
icy bites of freezing cold water, the lethal breakers. Where the Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans meet, you can experience pure nature, but you can also die.

Marco Nannini is a circumnavigator, author and the event director of the
Global Solo Challenge scheduled for 2023. Read the full article at
https://globalsolochallenge.com/pacific-atlantic-oceans-cape-horn/
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Above left: After the storms, Marco enjoys a much calmer Tierra del Fuego
Above right: Triumphant after rounding Cape Horn ©M Nannini

Who Really Did First Map the World?

Was it actually the Chinese? Twenty years ago,
an amateur British historian made headlines
by suggesting that the Chinese reached
America before 70 years before Christopher
Columbus. Gavin Menzies, a retired Royal
_ Navy submarine commander, also claimed in
e YAR some detail that Chinese sailors
_ CHINA  circumnavigated the globe 100 years before
® D SCOVERED & Portugal’s Ferdinand Magellan.

. YTHE WORLD ‘"’

Academics from the Royal Geographic Society
said there was insufficient evidence to
support these theories. Menzies, however,
professed to have located the wrecks of the

1421 fleet of the Chinese Admiral Zheng He in the Caribbean. He would
not give the precise location though until after his book, ‘1421: The Year
China Discovered the World’ had been published. What happened after
that?

The author passed away in 2020 at the age of 84 but not before he had
raised a lot of questions and stirred up plenty of controversy. If any
member has read this book, do let us know what you discovered!

‘1421: The Year China Discovered the World’ by Gavin Menzies is published
by Bantam Press, London.

CH80 Cape Horner Journal
-13-



Eight Bells — Cdr Tony Higham RN BEM

[ It's a very special person
indeed who has 500
attendees at their funeral.

Tony Higham was a truly

remarkable  man. His
personal accomplishments
b\ were extraordinary and his
i( ‘ ‘h'. service to the community

Tony Higham in younger days @ The Higham family 'MMENSE.

To name just a few of those achievements, there was Tony Higham the
Naval Officer, the round the world sailor, the Flight Director at Cowes, the
political campaigner, the charity fundraiser, the property entrepreneur and
the regular letter writer to the Telegraph.

Most importantly, Tony Higham was a very proud family man, to which his
wife Lindy, children Duncan, Nick, Alex, Charlotte and his twelve
grandchildren can attest.

Tony Higham was born 12" October, 1948, and brought up in Hendon,
North London. By the age of 11, he had already recovered from
tuberculosis; been knocked down by a car on his way home from school;
launched a home-made rocket into a neighbour’s garden; passed his 11+
and won a scholarship to his secondary school. Life was never dull or boring
with him around. Adjectives to describe him include fearless, stubborn,
determined, occasionally irritating, opinionated, generous, kind, and
unwavering in his support and time for everybody.

While attending Haberdashers School, Tony first gave a clear indication that
the Navy was going to be his chosen career. He joined the Combined Cadet
Force and, every Friday night, he would travel to the banks of the Thames
and join other young aspiring naval students at HMS President as a member
of the Royal Naval Reserve. Later, he attended the Britannia Royal Naval
College in Dartmouth. His 37-year career in the Navy would see him serve
on six Royal Naval vessels including a two-year secondment to the Royal
Australian Navy on HMAS Torrens, various diplomatic roles involving
Bosnia, South Africa (soon after their elections in 1994) and time spent in |
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SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers, Europe) working on
integrating more countries into NATO.

Tony was a prime mover in the detailed planning of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations. His final appointment was to take responsibility for the
commemoration and celebration of the 200" anniversary of the Battle of
Trafalgar in 2005 attended by Her Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip on
board HMS Victory. In the early 70s, he shared duties with a young Prince
Charles as they served together on HMS Norfolk as two Sub-Lieutenants
learning their trade and the more social aspects of being naval officers.

Running through all his time in the Navy was his deep love of sailing. Indeed,
he was affectionally known as ‘Yachts’ at Dartmouth. He started in dinghies
(Cadets, Hornets, Merlin Rockets and International 14s) and progressed to
larger ocean-going yachts. He went on to take part in all the great ocean
races and events around the world. These included representing Great
Britain in six Admirals Cups and winning the event in 1977; the Southern
Cross Series including the iconic Sydney to Hobart race; umpteen Fastnet
races and many other sailing campaigns. Tony was Captain of the Royal
Naval sailing team for seven years, skippering an 80" Maxi yacht to victory
in the 1994 Britannia Cup at Cowes with a naval crew.

After his retirement, he continued to live life to the full and sailing was very
much part of that. He was a regular participant at Cowes week, and
eventually became the chief starter as well as the Flight Director for the air
display. Where he lived in the Hampshire village of Hambledon, Tony was a
governor of a local school and a rugby referee while also leading the
fundraising for flood defences.

In 2013, Tony received a bravery award from The Royal Humane Society for
helping to pull three people out of a burning car in a country lane. In 2015,
he was awarded the British Empire Medal for services to the community
and for charitable service. He worked hard but knew how to relax too.
Having purchased his yacht ‘Windsong’, he was never happier than when
on board with family and friends with a glass of bubbly in his hand.

Tony Higham passed away on 24™ November, 2021, from a brain tumour.
The IACH would like to thank Tony’s brother, Mike Higham, and son Duncan
Higham for their help with this tribute to our fellow Cape Horner.
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Frigate Hermione

Photo by Jp.sembely

CCBY-SA 4.0

Above: 17" September, 2014, the replica of the Hermione built in Rochefort, southwestern
France, left the Charente river and reached the open sea for the first time.

The original Hermione was a 12-pounder Concorde class frigate of the French
Navy. Built by the shipwright Henri Chevillard, she was light, fast and
manoeuvrable. She became famous for carrying Marquis de Lafayette to
America in 1780 to fight for independence alongside American protesters.

In her time, Hermione saw a lot of fighting

action as well as serving her country by

escorting convoys and ferrying supplies and

artillery. In 1793, a navigational error caused

her to run aground off Croisic, Brittany.

Displacement: 550 tons
Length: 44.2m
Beam: 11.24m
Draught: 5.78m
Complement: 255
Armament: 32 guns

Despite her crew throwing 12 heavy guns and

anchors overboard to stabilise her, she was

wrecked in heavy seas. Why not visit the replica Hermione in her home port
of Rochefort, France? Enjoy some amazing footage of her under full sail here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr6zIDBApDE

CH&0
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Cape Horn the Hard Way

By Bob Shepton

This is me being awkward. It may
seem | am splitting hairs, but |
feel that in this case the terms
we use are quite important.

What am | on about? To quote
from my own book Addicted to
More Adventure: ‘It always
amuses me, or perhaps annoys
me a little to be honest, when
people sail out of Puerto Williams or Ushuaia, sail round Cape Horn island,
go back again and say they have rounded the Horn. They have not, not in
the true sense of the word’. Rounding the Horn involves sailing from 50°S
on one side of South America to 50°S the other side, which is a very different
ball game. They may have sailed around Cape Horn island, which is an
achievement because it can be stormy, but they have not Rounded the
Horn.

Facing the biting cold © Bob shepton

But why is it important? Well, for a start, it does denigrate the achievement
of those who have rounded the Horn properly, which requires a great deal
more effort. But more than that, to my mind it is disrespectful to those
sailors of yesteryear who rounded the Horn fully, 50°S to 50°S, in square
rigged ships, in huge raging seas, in mighty winds, some against the
prevailing wind east to west. To go to windward in those ships was an
undertaking in itself, and for people to pop out from the Beagle Channel,
sail around the island, go back and say they have rounded the Horn could
be seen as an insult really.

Qur ‘ship’, some years ago now, may have been a good deal smaller, a
Westerly 33-foot sloop, but at least we did have fore and aft sails, and could
make some progress to windward. In fact in those strong winds, we could
even make progress on a close reach to windward with just a No. 3 jib, or
even a storm sail — just. But even our rounding of the Horn was not without
fault to the purist, because we went down to Antarctica on the way round.
Twice in fact, because the mast fell down the first time — but that’s another
story. But from there we continued on to Easter Island, Rounding the Horn

CH80 Cape Horner Journal
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as we went, because we had passed through 50°S on the east side
previously.

It was hard work, long tacks back and forth according to the wind direction,
against strong wind and gales. But we had been given some sage advice and
encouragement. After our debacle on the first visit to Antarctica, we had
met Jerome Poncet in his famous Damien Deux, the Antarctic guru of those
times, and asked him about returning to Antarctica and continuing on round
Cape Horn. “Cape Horn? Avril? Oui. More gales, less severe’, he said. He was
proved completely correct; it was not the severity of the gales so much as
their frequency that sticks in the mind. A night and day of gale or strong
wind, a night of lesser wind, a day and night of gale, intermission, gale ...
continuously, though the 50s, 40s even into the 30s of latitude.

In those latitudes, we tried using the trysail as a storm mainsail, but it did
not work very well. 1 was taking the clew right back to an aft cleat as was
the approved method in those days. | have since found attaching it to the
end of the boom works better as it allows more tuning of the sail, though it
is more elaborate to set up. We passed Cape Horn and 50°S on 13™ April at
1800hrs and had Rounded the Horn, having previously sailed through 50°S
on the other side of South America on our way south. We struggled on, and
gradually we made progress northwards, and then gradually again we
began to slant westwards more towards Easter Island.
When | look back on it those
lads did very well; they had
until recently been
schoolboys at the school
where | was Chaplain — this
was part of the First School
Group to sail round the world.
People would probably hold
them in high regard today, but
at the time we just considered
it the obvious next thing to do
in the adventures we had

‘Cape Horn to Starboard’ - Dude, Pebs and
Bob triumphant. Bob Shepton

been undertaking. Indeed Henchy — they all had nicknames by then —
proved practically indispensable. He had been briefly in the Royal
Engineers on leaving school (he was the only one being paid on the trip, for
adventurous activities!) and was able to fix the engine when we needed it

CH80 Cape Horner Journal
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later on in the calmer latitudes. Somehow, somewhere, it was sucking air
into the fuel pipe, and the engine kept cutting out. Dude was always highly
competent and is now skipper of a vast charter yacht somewhere in the
world. Pebs, though more laid back, was more skilled and savvier than he
wanted you to know!

We enjoyed the contrast, between the ice and cold of Antarctica and the
heat and calm waters of the tropics, all on the same passage. In fact, Henchy
went so far as to fix the solar shower we had on board in the rigging, and to
take a shower as we sailed gently along in balmy breezes. There were
entries in the log like ‘Il could eat a horse’, a play on the fact we were in the
Horse Latitudes where mariners of old sometimes ate their horses if
becalmed. Somewhere there we entered the Summer Zone, ‘we are now in
the Summer Zone, you may take your thermals off’. They must also have
jumped into the sea for a swim as well as there were dire threats against
using the engine and spoiling their fun.

The countdown towards the end had started from 900 miles out - it was a
long passage, 3788nms taking 34 days. Eventually, we were approaching
Isla de Pascua, Easter Island. But we were still not home yet, even after
coming all that way. It was a stormy night and the lights of Hanga Roa
obscured the anchorage. We had to heave-to for the night, and next day
still only made it round to the south side of the island to get shelter from
the wind and to put our anchor down for a rest in Vanapu Bay. We checked
in later. So, we had rounded the Horn. And, to revert to my original premise,
it had not been an easy thing to do. No quick fix!

This article first appeared in Sailing Today, December 2021 and is
reproduced here by kind permission.

te e e The Revd Bob Shepton lives in Innisfree and is an
ADDIGTED TO IACH member. In 2020, Bob (Cambridge scholar,
ADUENTUHE former Royal Marines Officer, Arctic explorer and
BETWEEN ROCKS AND COUD PLACES author among other attributes), received a Lifetime
Achievement Award in the British Yachting Awards.
His book, Addicted to Adventure, is published by
Adlard Coles 2014, paperback 224 pages.

ISBN-10 : 1472905865 (paperback)
ISBN-13 : 978-1472905864 (audiobook)
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Cape Horn Race 2024

This race will recognise the 400"
anniversary of the naming of Cape |
Horn, after the name was
transferred in 1624 from ‘False

a
=l

Cape Horn’ on the southern tip of R S
the South America to Cape Horn 50th ANNWERSAR :

Island, as we know it today. EVENT START-FINISH : 12-30 JAN 24

It will also mark the 50" : -
anniversary of the rounding on ' ;
23rd Jan. 1974 by the first fully-
crewed racing yachts in the first
Whitbread.

Route: Port Stanley, Falkland
Islands, round Cape Horn Island and
back. Racing under IRC handicap

S5 THE FIRST YACHT*RAC
rules, it is for all monohull yachts Y5 RACE ROUND
- _—

between 12-24m in 3 racing
classes: Bénéteau Figaro 3, Class 40
and IMOCA 60.

A 24h pit-stop at anchor in the UNESCO National Park Cabo de Hornos will offer
the chance of safety and repair but otherwise no assistance. Thanks to the
organiser, Alec Honey (GB II), for this advance information.

The rounding of Cape Horn Island will be thrilling for the participants and will
create some marvellous photo-opportunities. Let’s hope for some sunny days!
The IACH looks forward to welcoming participants as Associates. — Ed.

g N

¢KS aSt R2SayQi OFLNB gKIG 22d
YEGA2y L ftAGeT @2dzNJ AaSE® LG R2SayQi
one thing. | am the sea. If you come out here,
82dzQR 0SGGUSNI 6S LINBLI NBR (2
K v Captain Bill Pinkneyw j
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Into the Southern Ocean

After his solo rounding of Cape Horn in 2014,

Andrew Halcrow wrote a book entitled ‘Into the |
Southern Ocean: The Perilous Voyages of the Elsi SDUTHEHN UBEAN

The perilous voyages of the Elsi Arrub

Arrub’. In this first of two excerpts, he talks about
how rounding the Horn gave him some difficult
decisions to make. ‘We’, he explains, refers to
Andrew and his boat.

The good sailor weathers the storm he cannot avoid
and avoids the storm he cannot weather. (Anon.)

Elsi and | had rounded the Horn, heading west
on 6" February 2014, 87 days out from Falmouth. My wife, Alyson, had
already warned me of a new low pressure system rolling in. The chart
showed winds up to F9, which, by the way the forecasts had been going,
could easily be F11. | had to try and make the most of this fair wind to get
offshore as far as | could and get some sea-room before it hit us. | really
didn’t fancy being off the Horn in a F11 but there was a chance it might ease
back a bit as it moved east. Even if it went down a little to a F10, | was sure
we could cope with that.

But where was the best place to go to avoid the worst of the weather? The
short answer is that there is no best place southwest of the Horn. | pored
over the chart to check the contours of the seabed as quite often the nature
of the seabed dictates how the sea will behave above it. A wave will behave
differently over deep water in the open ocean than it will over a shallow
stretch of water. Shallow water will often create a shorter wave with a
steeper face which can be as dangerous as a monster swell in mid-ocean.

Almost 60 miles to the southwest of Cape Horn are a small group of islands
called Diego Ramirez. The Chileans have a weather station there monitoring
the storms that incessantly cross the Pacific on their way to Cape Horn.
Being stuck in the track of all this violent weather and massive seas, which
break right across some of the smaller islands, it must be one of the bleakest
and wildest spots in the world to be posted. But, for any weather or ocean
watcher, it must also be one of the most awesome.

CH80 Cape Horner Journal
-21-



The islands themselves didn’t offer any chance of providing shelter from the
storm and, worse, the seabed rose steeply up from the deep ocean to the
shallow shelf the islands sit on; probably a perfect place for massive waves
to form. If we went south, it meant heading more towards the centre of the
low and the weather would be worse. To the north of Diego Ramirez, the
seabed was very uneven and heading there would also bring us nearer to
the coast with less sea-room. But | also didn’t want to turn back and run for
shelter east of the Horn after having got this far. The fact was there were
no good options and | had to make the best of a bad thing. | settled on a
west-southwest course that took us north of Diego Ramirez but the wind
dropped and backed as the low that had passed moved further away to the
east. By dusk it was northwest F2 and, although we were heading west, the
current was carrying us southwest towards Diego Ramirez.

‘we were literally between a rock and a hard place’

In the early hours, | heard the wind start to pick up. It came on quick and
strong from the southeast but was short-lived and two hours later it was
down to a light southerly. By mid-day there was no wind at all; the
proverbial calm before the storm. When the storm came in, | knew it would
blow from the northwest first and Diego Ramirez would be a potential lee
shore. Between there and Cape Horn we were literally between a rock and
a hard place. | really wanted to get further to the northwest but we didn’t
have the wind to do that. The only option now was to go south of Diego
Ramirez to make sure we had open water to leeward and hope for the best.
By the time we reached there on late Friday afternoon the wind was a
northwest F6-7 and rising. The early hours of Saturday morning were
miserable as we lay hove-to under triple reefed main with a F9 howling in
the rigging. A few big seas broke onboard and one snapped the Aries
plywood vane in half, the first time this had ever happened. We didn’t need
the Aries while we were hove-to and | would rig a spare vane once we got
sailing again.

During the morning of 8" February, | called Alyson to get the latest forecast.
It wasn’t great. The low had deepened and the forecast winds were now F8-
10, which going by the previous forecasts meant that could be F10-12. The
seas were about 4-5 metres high now but were forecast to rise and be near
double that as the wind picked up. Elsi was a strong little boat but there are
limits to everything and a F12 off the Horn was outside my comfort zone.
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It would be madness to stay out here with this forecast while there was still
a chance to run for shelter.

| remembered advice I'd heard of a good anchorage, Caleta Lennox, which
was on the east side of Isla Lennox, one of three islands which lie at the
eastern entrance to the Beagle Channel. | decided to head for there. Once
we had rounded the Horn again it would be just over 50 miles from there
to Caleta Lennox. At 1430 | rigged the small storm jib and turned Elsi's bow
to the east. It grieved me to lose all the ground we had sailed so hard to
gain but it would be crazy to do anything else.

The wind had eased slightly and was no more than F8 when we started back.
| had to hand steer the whole time as the Aries couldn’t hold a straight
course. At one time we had a seal, a dolphin and an albatross playing around
us; all of them masters of their element and comfortably in control, even
revelling in the conditions. | was definitely the odd one out, struggling to
keep Elsi on a straight course as we ran before a sea that was building higher
all the time. There was a cross swell which meant the sea could randomly
break on either side.

When | heard a snarling rush of water build up astern, | had to look on both
sides to see where the wave was coming from. Many times during that run-
in, two separate waves would rush past us and crash together up ahead to
leave a jumbled chaos of water to get through. Alyson had said the forecast
showed F6-7 but it was about a F9 all the way in. | didn’'t have an
anemometer onboard for an accurate reading but it was a lot of wind.
Spindrift was lifting from the wave crests and driving downwind streaking
the sea white. | didn’t feel the cold too bad, partly because the wind was at
my back and partly because | had to work the helm all the time to keep us
on course.

‘a ferocious hail shower that peppered us like machine gun fire’

At sunset, | looked astern and the sky was split in two. On the port side, the
clouds burned a hazy blaze of angry red, a sky bursting blood vessels from
blowing too hard. When | turned to look on the other side, a grey mass of
sodden air, heavy as lead, had crushed the lower cloud to a menacing-
looking jet black. Five minutes later, we had a ferocious hail shower that
peppered us like machine gun fire and turned the decks white.

What happened next? To be continued.
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The author contributes to the IACH’s
Register of  Circumnavigators in
coordination with Barry Pickthall. He also
researches current news about Cape
Horn for the IACH Newsletter.

‘Into the Southern Ocean’ is available
from the Shetland Times Bookshop via
shop.shetlandtimes.co.uk, £15.99 + p&p
ISBN-13 978-1910997079

Atsea © Andrew Halcrow
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THE GOLDEN GLOBE 2022
2 Afew facts &R
In 1968:
9 started, 1 finished.
In 2018:
18 started, 5 finished.
In 2022:
23 will start, but how
many will finish?

DEPART DES SABLES D'OLONNE
4 SEPTEMBRE 2022

Of the newcomers to the
GGR, seven skippers have
already sailed around the
world so there’s a huge
amount of experience in
the fleet. With an equally

GOLDEN°GLOBE°RACE

Autour du monde, en solitaire, sans électronique, sans escale

Mglntyre PAYS ks Sables
i & byfﬁovﬁg »lo,;’g ‘Clonne

good chance of winning is
the only female skipper,
Kirsten Neuschafer from
South Africa.

The GGR is a single-handed, non-stop round-the-world race with no
assistance, no GPS and no modern electronics on board as in 1968-9 when
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston competed in and won the original Sunday Times
race. This edition starts on 4" September in Les Sables d’Olonne.
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Unfinished Business Nearly Finished

In 2018, a disappointed Golden Globe Race participant, Australian Mark
Sinclair was forced to pull into his home port of Adelaide. Sinclair had run
out of water on 5" December. With his barnacle-encrusted yacht
Coconut, he knew the possibility of navigating the Southern Ocean and
rounding Cape Horn in a suitable weather window was no longer there.

Not to be beaten, he decided that his race was not actually over at all.
Three years later, on the anniversary of his stop in Adelaide, Sinclair,
affectionately known as Captain Coconut, set out to round Cape Horn and
complete the race. Mark says:

‘I always had it in my mind to finish the 2018 Golden Globe Race, and now
that the next GGR has come along, | am four years older, closer to
retirement and thought | wouldn’t mind doing it again,” he says. ‘Since it
is very expensive to ship the boat to Europe, I’'m sailing her to the start,
and in doing so, will attempt to finish the 2018 race in the Chichester
division with only one stop.’

We're happy to report that, after weathering a force 10 storm under bare
poles close to Cape Horn, Mark Sinclair made a successful rounding on
12" February, 2022. Captain Coconut is currently off the east coast of
Brazil on his way to Les Sables d’Olonne to finish his 2018 race. Then he
plans to start the 2022 GGR on 4™ September!

Track Captain Coconut’s progress here: https://my.yb.tl/yblogcoconut...
Mark is having regular chats with GGR founder and organiser, Don
Mclintyre. Listen to the Soundcloud at https://goldengloberace.com/

The last we heard Mark had crossed the Equator was sailing at a pretty
slow pace of 2 knots towards Les Sables d’Olonne where he is hoping to
make landfall around 8-9" May. Having left Adelaide over three months
ago, he says that he’ll be ready for a nice cold drinkl
The Race Village for the GGR 2022 opens on 21 August.

GOLDEN°GLOBE°RACE 2022
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Endurance Found

107 years after it sank, scientists have
found Ernest Shackleton’s Endurance, in
the Weddell Sea, at the northern end of
the Antarctic archipelago.

While Endurance, a three-masted
barquentine on its maiden voyage, was
being slowly crushed and engulfed by the
ice, Shackleton and his 28 men made an
amazing escape on foot and in small boats.

,- Left: Endurance under sail trying to break through
pack ice, Weddell Sea, Antarctica, 1915, photo by

o Frank Hurley, courtesy of the Mitchell Library,

! State Library of New South Wales ON 26 - 12

Their suffering and ultimate survival was extraordinary and, no doubt, this
was due to the inspirational leadership of Shackleton himself. In freezing
temperatures, they all sailed to the bleak Elephant Island in 6.9m lifeboats.
Most of the men were unable to make another sea journey so Shackleton
took just five men to South Georgia. Four and a half months later, after
trekking across the mountains without proper food or equipment, the
group rescued the men they had left behind. Shackleton had given his crew
something that cannot be bought in a supermarket and that was the hope
that they would survive. Shackleton and all of his men made it back home.

As if this story wasn’t astonishing enough, the search team called
Endurance22, found the ship at the bottom of the Weddell Sea on 5%
March 2022, a date which coincided with the 100" anniversary of
Shackleton’s funeral.

Images taken by the team show Endurance, which lies 3,008 metres deep,
to be in remarkable condition. The Atlantic Treaty System has now
designated the Endurance as a protected historic site and monument.

Launched in 1912 from Sandefjord in Norway, the three-masted
Endurance was unusual in that only the forward mast was square-rigged
while the other two masts carried fore and aft sails to keep more options
open. She also had a 350 hp (260 kW) coal-fired steam engine and was able
to reach speeds of up to 10.2 knots.
CH80 Cape Horner Journal
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Global Solo Challenge 2023
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Solo Challenge
Single-handed
Around the world
Non-stop

By the three great capes

What appeals about the Global Solo Challenge is that this eastabout
event will truly be a race like no other.

We are used to handicapping in dinghy Starting from A Corufia, Spain,
and yacht races where all the boats the slower boats in this single-
cross the start line together and the handed round the world
handicapping brings a few surprises sailing event will set sail on 2™
when results are announced, but in the September, 2023. Divided into
Global Solo Challenge, it’s different. In groups, the rolling starts will
the GSC, the handicapping, based on IRC continue until all competitors
rating, is applied upfront, meaning that have left the pontoons by 19'"
slower boats start first and faster boats November. Definitely one to
start up to eleven weeks later. watch!

2020 marked the 400™ anniversary of the arrival of which of these famous maritime voyages?

A Columbus to the Americas C  Pilgrim Fathers to Cape Cod
B James Cook to Botany Bay D Hernan Cortes to Mexico

The answer is on the inside back cover.
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Restoring Alma Doepel

Above: Alma Doepel from years gone by. © Alma Doepel Restoration Society

Alma Doepel was built in 1903 to transport goods such as timber, wheat,
and jam around the coast of Australia. As part of its rich 118-year history,
during the Pacific War she proudly served as a supply vessel to the
Australian forces in New Britain (the present Papua New Guinea).
Nowadays, with more history yet to be written, Alma Doepel is the
figurehead of a youth development programme to introduce young
Victorians to seafaring and help them build resilience and awareness.

Rebuilding Alma Doepel will help to keep Australian maritime history
alive. She is now approaching the end of a 10-year restoration in which
she has almost been rebuilt from the keel up. Nearly three hundred new
spotted gum planks were fitted on her hull and these were caulked to
ensure the hull was watertight when she was put back into the water. A
future paint job will bring her back looking sparkling white as in her
heydays in the 1980s and 1990s when she hosted nine-day youth sail
training voyages. Search ‘Alma Doepel Relaunch’ on YouTube to watch
and listen to more first-hand detail from her head shipwright, Ferdi Darley.
Read more at www.almadoepel.com.au

With thanks to Peter van Duyn, a volunteer on Alma Doepel and
Director of Sail & Adventure Ltd which oversees the restoration work.
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Annual Lunch in Portsmouth, Nov 2021

A great time was had by all with close to 100 attendees. Many thanks to
Peter Waring for organising. Below left to right: Guest speaker Will
Carnegie (Veritas); Committee members: Journal Editor Jan Cambrensis
(Isle of Man), Chairman Ashley Manton (Adventure), Deputy Chairman
Peter Waring (GBII) ; Treasurer Charles Boy (Tenacious).

Left to right: Charlie & Charlie (both from Veritas); IACH Secretary Archie
Fairley (Norwich Union); IACH MemSec Bev Lufkin (Norwich Union);
former IACH Treasurer lan Worley (GBII).

i 5 ' £3 .
" ) T 7--' - _
Above left: From Lord Nelson - Andrew Chapman & Jenny Wedick
Above right: From Tenacious - Tracey Watson, Chris Hooper & Sally Spencer.
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Left: Mark Denton (BP Skipper), Robert Powell, Will Carnegie (Veritas

Skipper), Babs Powell (Veritas). Right: From Hamble Group - Geoff Holt,
Rick Tomlinson, lan Goulde.

Left to right: Former IACH Treasurer Nick White (Pindar) and Dee White;

Paul Covell (Quadstone) and Barbara Norman; Colin Vane (Lord Nelson)
and John Ross (Lord Nelson).

Jenny Chambers, Lady Emma Cordingley, Jocelyn Waring, Countess of
Portsmouth, Alice Gilbert, Nikki Worley.

SAVE THE DATE
Be part of the next Annual Lunch Gunday 2) November, 2022

CH80 Cape Horner Journal
-30-



Above: Part of the Princess Gallery decor from HMS Royal Adelaide.
First Rate of 100 guns. Launched 28" July 1828 and sold in 1905.

Many thanks to our members and other contributors to this edition of ‘The
Cape Horner’. Your recollections and stories are always welcome. - Ed
journal@capehorners.org

What do you know about shipworms?

It seems that shipworms are not worms as we
think of them at all, but actually molluscs,
described elsewhere as elongated clams, and
these are found in most oceans and seas. The
shipworm has two shells which cover the front of
the body. Unusually, these shells are less for
protection and more for burrowing. Hence the  shipworm Teredo sp.
demise of many a wooden sailing vessel. USGS - Public domain

Ironically enough, the harshness of the Antarctic seas both sank
Shackleton’s Endurance and preserved it like no other shipwreck. A
vessel made of wood is supposed to quickly rot, thanks to microbes
and critters called shipworms, which grow up to 5 feet long as they
chew through wood. But Antarctica is devoid of trees, which means
there aren’t organisms in its surrounding waters that have evolved
to break wood down for nutrients.

L Source: https://wired.me/science/how-a-plucky-robot-found-the-long-lost-endurance-shipwreck/ J
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Horn Again
Part 13 — Off Cape Stiff

(Continuing the story in bark Europa 2015)
By Chris Roche

Diary Entry Sunday &t December

Nooww posifion 56° 09.65 — O68° 007w

The Horw 67° 16.2w UTC 08.05, lotal tune 07.30
Pay 33 wolches Hus day 8-12 and 4-8

For now | am n Hie groveyard doing an exfra
Mlft 12 -4, There had been a long wakewp List o
e wiiteboard. For He mowment; | am wnable fo
get fhe earlier call | wouwld lUke: 01.05 braced

nore Sguoye adain and againe at 0L.30 making a
lawghable 2.2kt Just then He oo of Hue Horne Isdand. Light (s seen but very
distant, there iy a discussion about the difference between a Yankee Clipper
and o Dowe Easfer, of towrse bothe are pretty muecie Hhe soime thing but o passes
the e away. | come wp haviing done for a night snatk of o marmide deink - a
lavge spoonfud of marmite v hot water and a lime marmalade sandwich. On
stpdl, Hhere (s Hhe Loow of Hhe Cape Horne Light 2pts o the beam. It is wet, cold
ang paining all arowno There b the expectafion of something happening. We
are off Hie longitude of e Horw at 06.00. | had made wp a signe wyitfen o
card giving the date and place. Unforfunately, i+ was not appreciated by many;
[, however had my phete faken witiv i (ay did a covple of Hhe girly i flve crew,
Megain and Kafelinn) witiv e Horn U the batkgrownd. Ay my Capt Hovwe flag
Flies off Hoe Hovne for fhe 3rt Hive, previowsly being flown from Hae crosstrees of
Frst, 1991, Spren Larsen; secondly, 2013,
Frow Lovd Nelson and. wow, thirdly, frow
Ewnropa: | now fulfil a prowise fo- my friend.
Tony O'Neil and seatter a porfion of his
wife: Pearl off the pith of old Cape SHff | _4
over Hhe windward rail fo- float away gently
o the wind, for ay Towny had said “it iy
somewdrere | have not been, | fHunk she
wouwld Lke Hat'. | gave ouy captain Klaay
the burgee of fhe Britishv Secfion the Cape
Hovvery for the ship: Having beewn wp all night
wailing for the wmoment, | how fake a ruw fot wifiv Canadian Rarrel, him a-
Brazilian Stowt kept for the purpose after wivch we sent Huee bottle messages
o thelr merry way. The wafth are bracing ship as | go to- breakfast: After that,

Europa in full sail © CR

Drinking a toast to Cape Horn © CR
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