CHJ85 Autumn 2024

THE CAPE HORNER

Koloa Maoli rounding Cape Horn ©GSC Skipper David Linger

‘,‘A\_/
INTERNATIONALASSOCIATION

Capé Horners

55585 /67°15'W

THE CAPE HORNER is the twice-yearly Journal of the IACH
© IACH www.capehorners.org



/._A\_/
INTERNATIONALASSOCIATION

Capé Horners

55'58°S/67M15'W

President: Sir Robin Kneohnston
Vice-President: Jean Ludan Den Heede

Officers of the IACH

Chairman Archie Fairley chairman@capehorners.org

Deputy Chairmar& Events Peter Waring events@capehorners.org
Secretary Jeremy Messagesecretary@capehorners.org

Treasurer Charles Boytreasurer@capehorners.org

Membership SecretaryPippa Cockheadmemsec@capehorners.org
Webmaster Bob Bradford webmaster@capehorners.org

Journal Jan Cambrensigournal@capehorners.org

Archivist: Chris Rochearchive@capehorners.org

Events:Peter Waring events@capehorners.org

International Member:Marco Nannint international@capehorners.org

* % %k * x *k * *k * * *x *x *k *k * *x *x *x

Hall of Fame Admin. & Register Coordinator:
Barry Pickthall barry@pplmedia.com
Asst.Register Coordinata®: Researcher
Andrew Halcrow register@capehorners.org

More information about the IACH is on our website vatvw.capehorners.org
Please senanyqueries, comments and suggestionstihe Webmaster.

We welcome your comments, suggestionstories, articles reminiscencesand
photod Toreceive thgournalas apdf, pleaseemailJan, journal editar

Archivist Chris Roche invites you to contact him+44(0)20 8647 1396 and by pos
at 74 Stanley Road, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4LF.

AUTUMN2024 Cape Horner Journal


mailto:chairman@capehorners.org
mailto:events@capehorners.org
mailto:secretary@capehorners.org
mailto:treasurer@capehorners.org
mailto:memsec@capehorners.org
mailto:webmaster@capehorners.org
mailto:journal@capehorners.org
mailto:archive@capehorners.org
mailto:events@capehorners.org
mailto:international@capehorners.org
mailto:barry@pplmedia.com
mailto:register@capehorners.org
http://www.capehorners.orgg/

The Cape Horner

Contents

Officers of the IACH 2
From the Chairman 4
Committee Activities 8
From the MemSec 11
Sailing News In Brief 12
IACH TakeCentre Stagat \endée Gobe Race Village 14
Why No Women Inductees? 21
Vencdte Globe Race Start 23
Eight Bellg Andrew Edsor 24
Have Circumnavigations Records Reached Their Zenitr 28
Eight Bellg Admiral Hugo Bruna Greene 30
Sailing Around the World Solo 31
What Does It Mean To Be A Cape Horner? 34
STS LeeuwiDismasted in Fremantle 35
Learning the RopesPart 2 37
Cape Horn Mariners A Poem 45
Horn Agairg, Pt 18 Cap Pilar 46
Back coveg Le Francais 52

The clubhouse facilities of theoyal Ocean Racing Clitn St James
London, and in Cowes, Isle of Wight, may be used by members. Pr
IACH membership is required, an acceptable method is to email
your request copying in our IACH Chairman and Secretary. On a
please have your IACH membershipdcavailable. For lunch, dinner an
overnight stays, be sure to book in advance. Check the detail
www.rorc.org. To book the London Clubhouse entailise@rorc.org
or for the Cowes Clubhouse emailwes@rorc.org

AUTUMN2024 Cape Horner Journal



From the Chairman

Dear Cape Horners, Associates and Friends,
| am very pleased to welcome Jeremy Message (Jez) as our new Secretary.
Cape Horn Video Documentary

We commissioned the documentary earlier this year, narrated by Sir Robin, and
previewed it at the Hall of Fame induction ceremony in the Vendée Globe Race
Village on 26™ October. It has received some excellent feedback. We are keen
for it to be disseminated as widely as possible and looking at ways of doing this.

Race Partnerships —

Ocean Globe Race

| was able to go to Rome to present Burgees to the first in class rounding the
Horn at the OGR Prizegiving:

In the Flyer Class - Marie Tabarly and her crew on Pen Duick V1.

In the Sayula Class - Jussi Paavoseppé and the crew of Spirit of Helsinki

In the Adventure Class - Jean d’Arthuys and his crew on Triana

It was a great event and well worth attending for the exposure it gave us.

Global Solo Challenge

Marco, our international committee member, has moved the race from A
Coruna to Vigo, who are very excited to have secured the race for 2027/28. The
first race was a great success and already there is a huge amount of interest and
commitment for this, the 2" race. Marco has done an amazing job. Well done.

New Website - We are very pleased, as | said in my last letter in April, with the
website which now offers the public a host of information including our unique
circumnavigation registers, the Cape Horn Hall of Fame inductees and access to
historic journals and much more. We have started to move the Journals onto a
reading platform called ISSUU. There is a test journal in the members’ section.

The new developer Brian Cox has already handled the Hall of Fame Induction
nominations and the November lunch booking process successfully.

Our challenge here is to build on and improve our membership database and
optimise the website. Bob Bradford has been doing a great job on managing the
website and our Facebook page, which we use to direct people to the website.
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I would like to find sponsorship for the wehsite to enable us to use a professional
SEO company and maximise our website exposure. Suggestions are welcome.

Cape Horn Hall of Fame - Our 3™ Hall of Fame induction was on 26™ October
2024 during the Vendée Globe (VG) Race Village. It is very exciting to think that
4 years ago we did not have the Hall of Fame , when Jan Cambrensis did a sterling
job walking the VG pontoons to gain contact information so that we could
congratulate skippers on rounding the Horn. From that, we acquired 3 new
members from 24 skippers. Today, we not only have a Hall of Fame but we held
the event in conjunction with the Vendée Globe in the Race Village. We had an
audience of more than 300 including many VG skippers. We presented all the
skippers who had rounded the Horn previously with the IACH Burgee prior to
the race — | hope we will see it flying in race pictures. We also hope to have
significantly more skippers joining the Association this time round.

| wish to express our thanks to Jean-Luc, our Vice-President, who has been very
influential in this achievement. | would also like to thank the Organising Team at
Les Sables d’Olonne led by Paul Bridier for their outstanding efforts

Annual Lunch - We are very excited about this year’s event. We moved to an
exciting new venue, The Royal Maritime Hotel, Portsmouth, which has easy
access, discounted accommodation and good parking. As this year was our 3™
Hall of Fame induction event, that was the theme. With our President and Vice
President speaking alongside Skip Novak and Barry Pickthall, it was an
overwhelming success with 164 seated, the largest IACH Annual Lunch to date.
The energy and enthusiasm on the day was palpable and members joined us
from many countries including Italy, France, New Zealand, Australia, Sweden
and South Africa. Pictures are on the website and a report from this event will
be in the Spring Cape Horner.

At the Annual Lunch, we instituted a Lifetime Achievement Award, sponsored
by Pindar Partners, for which we are most grateful. Andrew Pindar attended to
present the Trophy and Certificate to our first recipient, Vice President Jean-Luc
Van Den Heede. See page 7.

Bursary - We plan to continue with our successful bursary programme. We are
investigating opportunities in other countries and will keep members informed.

New members - Our quest for new members continues through our
Partnerships and word of mouth. We would like to hear from you on ways that
we can bring more benefits to you, in particular we want you to have a voice,
and get involved with our activities/events. | hope that all the
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changes/improvements that have occurred over the last four years have
encouraged you all to think — can | help? Even encouraging one new member
makes a difference!

Volunteers - As always, | would ask you to consider volunteering for jobs on the
Committee. We are always looking for new blood to bring fresh energy to the
committee and importantly plan for succession. We have a responsibility for a
great historical legacy and the ongoing maintenance of the IACH as a home for
our ‘Very special group of sailors’. Please consider offering yourself or
recommending someone who you may think could be considered - | am very
happy to talk to anyone who may be interested.

Sponsorship - My last point is on sponsorship. We have a number of possible
projects as well the Hall of Fame and the Bursary programme. If you have any
ideas or indeed contacts in this area | would be most grateful.

The Future - The Committee, with the active support and help of both 5ir Robin
and Jean-Luc, to whom we are most grateful, are keen to keep moving and
developing this august organisation. Thank you, yet again, for all your support.

Archie e
INTERNATIONALASSOCIATION

Archie Fairley capéf HornerS

Chairman, IACH 55°5875/ 6715 W

|ACH exhibition
t-Johnston - CBE RD - GBR stand in VG Race
Village

Vice President
Jean-Luc Van Den
Heede, Chairman
Archie Fairley and
President Sir Robin

Knox-Johnston

entertaining the
crowds.

Photo Credit:
J.LLLHOMOMD
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Jean-Luc Van Den Heede, a veteran of 12 Cape Horn roundings, is
presented with the IACH Lifetime Achievement award by Andrew
Pindar OBE. Credit: Barry Pickthall/PPL

On receiving the award from businessman and long-time yacht racing
sponsor Andrew Pindar at the annual International Association of Cape
Horners’ lunch, Jean-Luc Van Den Heede said: “I am quite surprised and
very honoured. In France, some people think that | am not normal, but |
can tell you | am completely normal. | am a normal guy, an ex-teacher of
mathematics and | run my life and | am very happy with my life and |
would never exchange my life for another one,” he said.
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Committee Activities Apr-Oct 2024

Reviewed Strategic Objectives for 2024-2025 as at Dec 2023

1 | Increase and strengthen our Membership

a | We want to continue to encourage members to contact their sailing
contemporaries who are eligible to be members. Marco Nannini is
active on the international side.

c | 100 new members have joined the IACH in the last 12 months.

Whilst we are creating a strong new core membership we must retain
our present membership. Members have been asked by email to send
feedback on what you would like us to focus on.

2 | Increase IACH exposure in the public and sailing environment

a | With Les Sables d’Olonne we have held a highly successful joint event
with the Vendée Globe Race organisers for our 3™ Hall of Fame
induction.

b | Completed the selection process for Hall of Fame induction including
press releases for nominations.

t | We have successfully partnered the GSC 23/24.

Messages of congratulations from our President were sent to all
skippers on ‘Rounding the Horn’.

e | We continue to generate a lot of goodwill through these activities,
supported by our President Sir Robin Knox-Johnston and Vice President
Jean-Luc Van Den Heede.

f | We now have partnerships with the OGR, GGR, TOR, GSC and Vendée
Globe races.

3 | Annual Lunch 24™ November 2024

We have used a new location, the Royal Maritime Hotel, Portsmouth.
It is within 300 yards of the Station has excellent parking and very
good accommodation.

We had a record 162 guests attending.

The theme was the Hall of Fame. Our Vice President Jean-Luc Van
Den Heede and Skip Novak were the main speakers.

d | Our guests included Andrew Pindar (Team Pindar), who sponsored
the Lifetime Achievement Award for which we are most grateful.
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e | We also welcomed lan Walker (North Sails) and Marco Trombetti
(Translated 9), Andrew Cape and Dr Roger Nilson.

t | We showed the new short (8 min) Cape Horn documentary film we
commissioned, narrated by Sir Robin for the English version and Jean-
Luc for the French version. This can be used on Race Village stands and
for talks.

4 | Le Carré (Cape Horners’ Yacht Club facility at Les Sables d’Olonne)

a | Michel Desjoyeaux and Jean-Luc Van den Heede are presenting framed
Cape Horn Charts of their roundings.

b | Skip Novak presented the Cape Horn Memory Stone, see the photo on
page 20, a very handsome item.

¢ | Barry Pickthall provided all the Hall of Fame Inductee CVs to Les Sables
d’Olonne, who will have them placed in smart albums in the Le Carré —
one in English and one in French.

5 | Hall of Fame Induction/Vendee Globe Partnership, October 2024
With Les Sables d’Olonne we held a joint event with the Vendée Globe
Race Organisers, for our 3™ Hall of Fame induction which was held in
the Vendée Globe Race Village on 26™ Oct. Jean-luc was very
influential in this.

6 | International Membership Campaign
A | We are still planning an international membership campaign. This will
need more resources. Volunteers please.

Refine the Website

Our new web developer Brian Cox has been taken on to maintain the
integrity of the site. He has managed the induction nominations and
the Annual Lunch booking process.

b | We have started to move all the Journals on to a flipbook reading
platform called ISSUU. There is a test journal in the members’ section

8 | Evolve Bursary options e.g. France/NZ

a | We are still exploring options in NZ and France. This is still very
tentative and, as always, will depend on funds available.

b | We are also looking at the possibility of sponsorship for this activity.
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9 | Partnership process to be tightened up
Qur Memsec hs refining the process. She is working with Brian our
website developer to improve this.

10 | Membership registered on PayPal — reduce standing orders

a | The move to the new website membership platform has encouraged
members to move from standing orders to PayPal.

b | Moving to PayPal significantly reduces the admin burden on the
Membership Secretary. If members have not done so, please
consider it. Email Pippa via memsec@capehorners.org with queries.

11 | Develop Bursary funding and placement

a | The Committee approved a £2,000 Bursary through the Tall Ships Youth
Trust for 22nd-28™ Sept 2024. A full report on this will appear in the
Spring Cape Horner.

12 | Encourage membership participation

a | We are looking for help in 2 main areas:

s Membership Campaign

* Experience in Digital /Social Media marketing

e Actively seeking a new Royal Patron

b | We welcome Jeremy Message as our new Secretary (Global Challenge
2000/01 Norwich Union and 2004/05 SAIC).

We would love to hear from any member who would like to join the
Committee or assist in any way.

13 | Maintain Circumnavigation Registers
The MCCR is being managed by Andrew Halcrow and Barry Pickthall
These are unique registers:

a. There are 193 records in the solo non-stop register
b. There are 155 records in the solo with stops register
C. There are now 1,975 in the multi-crew register

IACH Video Documentary
on YouTube
https://youtu.be/stuzpk2BKcQ
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From the MemSec

The IACH welcomes the following Members and Associates:

Peter Metcalfe - Equity & Law, War Baby & The Card; Benoit Jego - Evrika
Matthieu Laurent - Sterna; Mauri De Meulder - Galiana

Capucine Treffot - Maiden; Rachel Burgess - Maiden; Francois Molinari - Evrika,
Campbell Mackie - Outlaw; Nicolas Monomakhoff - Evrika;

Gregoire Roubertie - Evrika; Yvonne Crisp - British Steel Il

Jouko Kallio - Spirit of Helsinki; Oula Matti Tuominen - Spirit of Helsinki;
Ronnie Simpson - Shipyard Brewing; Antoine Cestari - Evrika;

Antonio Palacio - Explorer; Katie Sarah - Outlaw; David Brough - Me To You;
Djemila Tassin - White Shadow; Emile Petit - White Shadow;

Mark Daniels - Explorer; Elia Koski - Galiana; Ville Norra - Galiana;

Titouan Schmidt - Evrika; Robert Large - Explorer; David Linger - Koloa Maoli
Benoit Ansart - Outlaw; Pia Gronblom - Galiana; Yiu ‘Ben’ Lam - Sterna;

Ville Valtonen - Union Bank of Finland & Spirit of Helsinki;

Panu Toppinen - Spirit of Helsinki; Nyr6la Jussi - Spirit of Helsinki;

Tapani Hollmen - Spirit of Helsinki; Tommi Uksila - Spirit of Helsinki;

Jean Christophe Petit - White Shadow; David Melville - BP Explorer;

Fergus McDonald - Sterna; Neil Murray - Norwich Union;

Angela Morris - Toshiba Wave Warrior; Heather Thomas - Maiden;

Annette Norris - SAIC; Richard Buoy - Evrika; lim Walker - SAIC;

Lucy Frost - Outlaw; Antonio Eklund - Galiana; Lana Coomes — Maiden;
Quentin Cavan - L’Esprit d’Equipe; Matthew Reeves - Pause to Remember;
Baptiste Gillot-Devillers - Translated 9; Tom Dhyser - White Shadow;
Yannick Evenou - White Shadow; Guillaume Penot - White Shadow;

Dario Darti - White Shadow; Dominique Dubois - Evrika; India Syms - Outlaw;
Jyrki Korhonen - Spirit of Helsinki; Ezgim Mistikoglu - Translated 9;

Ebru Yaral - Sterna; Aurora Sillars - Sterna; Terry Kavanagh - Explorer;

Heike Merbold - Explorer; VVince Nevel - SAIC La Jolla;

Frans Budel - Sec Hayai; Marco Trombetti - Translated 9;

Philippe Delamare - Mowgli; Brian Trace - Discoverer & Adventurer;

Louis Robein - Le Souffle de la Mer lll ; 1sabelle Frantz - Evrika;

Cole Brauer - First Light; Laurence Marriott - Pindar;

Kaisla Jacoby - Galiana; Riccardo Tosetto - Obportus 3;

Rebecca Clarke - Pause to Remember; Jussi Rantanen - Union Bank of Finland
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Sailing News in Brief

Mclintyre Ocean Globe Race 2023-2024

The 14 yachts taking part in the retro OGR 2023 started on 10" Sept 2023 and
finished in April 2024. The circumnavigation visited Southampton, Auckland,
Punta del Este and finally Cowes, UK. Maiden, with Skipper Heather Thomas,
won the race and became the first all-female crew to win a round the world

sailing event. www.oceangloberace.com

Global Solo Challenge 2023-2024

The GSC started in September 2023 in A Corufia taking the clipper route around
the world. Seven out of 16 skippers and their yachts finished with Frenchman
Philippe Delamare and Mowgli winning in 147 days 01h 03m. Riccardo Tosetto
(Obportus) tells of his GSC adventure on page 31. www.globalsolochallenge.com

Clipper Round the World Race 2023-2024

Starting in Portsmouth 2023, the race covered over 40,000 miles and visited
many ports of call in six continents. The race finally ended in Oban, Scotland in
July 2024. The yacht Ha Long Bay, Viet Nam secured victory over the second
placed yacht Perseverance. www.clipperroundtheworld.com

Sail Training International
Earlier in the year, the conclusion of the Tall Ships Races 2024 was celebrated in
Szczecin, Poland. STI held its annual International Sail Training and Tall Ships
Conference in A Corufia, Spain, in November 2024 to network and to share
knowledge as well as to preview upcoming races in 2025 and 2026.
https://sailtraininginternational.org/
Vendée Globe 2024-25
The 10™ edition of this solo, non-stop, unassisted RTW race started on 10™
November, 2024 from Les Sables d’Olonne, France, with forty skippers and their
yachts, including many foilers. At the time of writing, one skipper has already
had to abandon. After attempting a mainsail track issue, Frenchman Maxime
Sorel (V and B Monbana — Mayenne) injured his ankle and had to reluctantly
retire from the race. www.vendeeglobe.org

Globe40 - La Grande Route

With seven boats have been officially registered so far, the 2™ edition of this

round the world race featuring Class40 yachts starts in August/September 2025.
www.globed0.com
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The 37th America’s Cup

To decide the Challenger of Record for the 37th America’s Cup in Barcelona,
what a feast of fast and furious sailing in AC75s in the Louis Vuitton Cup. This
was won by INEQS GBR who were eventually defeated 7-2 in the Cup itself by
Emirates Team New Zealand, for whom it was their 3™ consecutive victory.

The PUIG Women's America’s Cup

Twelve teams made up of top female sailors from around the world, some with
little experience in AC40s, were split into two groups to race a windward-
leeward course in this first ever Women’s America’s Cup. Eight fleet races for
each group led to a Final Series of four races to decide the two top teams that
went head-to-head in a winner-takes-all Match Race. This first ever Women'’s
America’s Cup was finally won by Luna Rossa PRADA Pirelli who beat team GBR.

In both the men’s and women’s races, there were many frustrating, often
repeated postponements, as sailors and spectators alike waited for the next
race to start. There were no words sweeter to hear than, ‘This is the Race

Committee. The wind sampling has been completed and this race is live.” @

To relive the action and see replays of the racing, visit www.americascup.com

LR A B N B O S A

Right: Start of the 2024
Vendee Globe Race.

The fleet of 40 IMOCA
60 yachts being towed
down the canal
entrance to Les Sables
d’Olonne to a
deafening cacophony
of sounds from an
estimated 600,000
supporters to watch :
mile race around the globe. Photo Credit : Sir Robin Knox-Johnston/PPL
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Cape Horners take Centre Stage
at Vendée Globe Race Village

By Barry Pickthall

It was a night of celebrations, meeting old friends and recounting memorable
stories of rounding Cape Horn amongst a veritable Who’s Who list of global
circumnavigators in Les Sables d’Olonne to applaud the latest names to be
inducted into the Cape Horn Hall of Fame.

Above: 2024 Inductees and fellow circumnavigators ©OPPL Media

Front row left to right: Marco Nannini, Dr Roger Nilson, Bernard Stamm,
Francis Joyon, Skip Novak, Loick Peyron, Alain Leboeuf (President of the
Vendée dept), Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, Philippe Delamare, Francois Gouin.
Back row: Louis Robein, Michel Desjoyeaux, Andrew Cape, Jean Le Cam,
Jacques Caraes, Jean-Luc van den Heede, Archie Fairley (IACH Chairman), Don
Mclintyre, Yannick Moreau (Mayor of Les Sables d'Olonne), Riccardo Tosetto.
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The induction ceremony coincided with preparations for the start of the Vendée
Globe race at the end of October and was supported for the first time by both Les
Sables d'Olonne, home of the Cape Horn Hall of Fame honours board and the
Vendée region.

First to be recognised was four-time French circumnavigator, Loick Peyron, a
former Jules Verne Challenge record holder, followed by two fellow French sailing
heroes, Jean Le Cam and the current circumnavigation record holder Francis
Joyon.

Joining them in this very select group of 40 sailors that now have their names
inscribed on the Hall of Fame Honours board were Whitbread/Volvo race
veterans, Dr Roger Nilson from Sweden and ten-time Australian circumnavigator
Andrew Cape.

The sixth inductee, Britain’s Mike Golding joined the ceremony via video link from
the Cocos Islands in the Indian Ocean where he and his family had just berthed
during a voyage delivering their catamaran from New Zealand back to Europe.

It was Golding perhaps, who best summed up the feeling of all the inductees,
saying: “It is a fantastic honour to be nominated and inducted into the Cape Horn
Hall of Fame. There is no finer award than one created by your peers. | can’t quite
believe that my name will now sit alongside the many great names from the past
and present.”

For Golding, who has made 6 roundings of Cape Horn, three westward and three
eastward, his most abiding memory of this infamous Cape is the smell...”The smell
of land, the smell of heather, and the smell of peat, all combined by the churning
ocean. It is just the most amazing place.” he enthused.

The International Association of Cape Horners (IACH) received 30 nominations for
this year’s Hall of Fame from the public. This list was verified by an independent
selection committee chaired by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, the first person to sail
solo non-stop around the world, and 15 names went forward to a vote by all
members of the IACH.

This is the 4th year of the Cape Horn Hall of Fame awards and the names of forty
of the most famous round the world sailors now adorn the Cape Horn honours
board housed in a club house in the French port, which hosts not only the
Vendée Globe, but the Golden Globe Race and Mini-Transat events.

Yannick Moreau, the Mayor of Les Sables d’Olonne, who hosted this year’s
awards with Alan Le Boeuf, President of the Vendée region both described the
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event as “Amazing.” Yannick Moreau added, “This year we have la créeme de la
créme of ocean sailing talent here.”

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, President of the International Association of Cape
Horners, said to both. “Thank you for all the support you have given to single-
handed sailing over the years. Your efforts have turned Les Sables d’Olonne into
the solo sailing capital of the world.”

Above: A septet of Cape Horners with 45 circumnavigations between them.
Left to right: Loick Peyron (4); Jean-Luc van den Heede (12);
Michel Desjoyeaux (3); Sir Robin Knox-Johnston (4);
Dr Roger Nilson (7); Skip Novak (5); Andrew Cape (10).

Photo Credit: Pippa Cockhead/IACH

Mini-biographies of the 2024 Cape Horn Hall of Fame inductees:

Loick Peyron, France (Born: 1° December 1959)

A four-time circumnavigator via Cape Horn, Loick Peyron’s most notable
achievements, include winning the ORMA Championship four times in 1996,
1997, 1999 and 2002, the OSTAR solo transatlantic race 3 times, the Transat
Jacques Vabre twice and the Jules Verne Trophy in 2012.
Peyron joined the French Gitana Team in 2006 to race Gitana Eighty, a 60ft
monohull with which he won the Transat. He raced the same yacht in the 2008/9
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Vendée Globe and had been leading the race for 16 days, when Gitana’s mast
broke.

In 2012 he and his crew won the Jules Verne Trophy aboard the multi trimaran
Banque Populaire with a time of 45 days 13 hours 42 minutes 53 seconds,
breaking the previous round the world sailing record by 2 days. In November
2014, he won the Route du Rhum single-handed Transat setting a new record,
from St Malo to Guadeloupe in 7 days 15 hours 8 minutes and 32 seconds (22.93
kts average speed), beating the previous record by 2h 10mn 34s.

Jean Le Cam, France (Born: 27" April 1959)

A veteran of seven circumnavigations, and about to embark on his 5™ Vendée
Globe Race, French sailor Jean Le Cam began his career as a disciple of Eric Tabarly
aboard his 1981/2 Whitbread round the world race yacht Euromarché (ex-Pen
Duick IV). He went on to win the Solitaire du Figaro Race in 1994, 1996 and 1999.

Jean finished second in the 2004 Vendée Globe, arriving just a few hours after the
winner Vincent Riou. On 6 January 2009, whilst competing in the 2008/9 Vendée
Globe, Le Cam went missing 200 miles west of Cape Horn. Trapped in his upturned
yacht for 16 hours he was rescued by Vincent Riou, then skipper of PRB.

In the 2020/1 Vendée Globe the roles were reversed when Le Cam conducted a
night-time rescue of fellow competitor and PRB skipper Kevin Escoffier, after
Escoffier's yacht broke up 840 miles southwest of Cape Town. Once the rescue
was complete, Le Cam rejoined the race, with Escoffier aboard. Escoffier was later
recovered from Le Cam's aptly named yacht Yes we Cam, was awarded a 16hr
15min time compensation for the rescue which lifted him from 8™ to 4™ in the
overall standings.

Jean Le Cam was appointed Chevalier of the French Legion d’Honneur in July
2021.

Dr Roger Nilson, Sweden (Born: 5™ March 1949)

A seven-time circumnavigator, Dr Roger Nilson is one of the great Whitbread
Round the World Race veterans, completing his first circumnavigation aboard the
American yacht Alaska Eagle in 1981. He was the doctor aboard Drum in the
1985/6 Whitbread and skippered The Card in the 1989/90, Intrum Justitia in
1993/4, Swedish Match in 1997/8, and navigated Amer Sports One in 2001.
Nilson also sailed as navigator aboard the American maxi trimaran Innovation
Explorerin ‘The Race’ in 2001 and was on Orange Il with Bruno Peyron when they
broke the Jules Verne Challenge record in 2005 with a time of 50d 16h 20min 4s.
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He has written two books on the Whitbread races, a biography of his personal life
and has contributed to many sailing films as a cameraman/producer.

Mike Golding OBE, Great Britain (Born: 28" August 1960)

A six-time circumnavigator (three eastward and three westward), Mike Golding
OBE is an IMOCA and FICO world champion who has consistently delivered
winning performances in the most prestigious round the world and transatlantic
events.

In 1994, sailing the 67ft steel yacht, Group 4 Securitas on a solo circumnavigation,
he established a world record for the fastest singlehanded circumnavigation East
to West. In 2000, he completed a solo circumnavigation West to East in the
Vendée Globe and became the first person to sail solo, non-stop around the world
in both directions. He went on to win the 1997 BT Global Challenge in the same
yacht.

Having competed in four solo Vendée Globe round the world races and over 25
transatlantic races, Golding was awarded the Emile Robin and Royal Humane
Society awards for his rescue of fellow solo sailor, Alex Thomson, from his yacht
Hugo Boss, deep in the Southern Ocean. In 2007, Mike was awarded an OBE for
his significant service to UK sport.

Francis Joyon, France (Born: 28™ May 1956)
A four-time Cape Horner, Francis Joyon became the first person to complete a
solo non-stop circumnavigation in a multihull in 2004, breaking the record in the
process. Two years later he repeated the feat, retaking the record from Dame
Ellen MacArthur with a time of 57d 13h 34m.

On 6 July 2005, aboard his multihull IDEC, Joyon broke the 11-year solo
transatlantic record from Ambrose Light off New York to the Lizard with a time of
6 days 4 hours 1 minute and 37 seconds. During the voyage, he also broke the 24-
hour distance record for single-handed sailing with a run of 543 nautical miles
(1,006 km). In 2017, he and his crew aboard IDEC Sport reduced the Jules Verne
Challenge circumnavigation record to 40d 23h 30m.

On the eve of the Vendée start, two more famous inductees, four-time
circumnavigator and founder of the Vendée Globe Race, Philippe Jeantot, and
fellow Frenchman Franck Cammas, who had not bheen present for their
inductions, visited the Cape Horn clubhouse to receive their trophies and scrolls
from Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, Mayor Yannick Moreau and IACH Chairman Archie
Fairley.
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“A wonderful moment. | have not seen Philippe Jeantot for 37 years,” said Sir
Robin, adding: “Philippe won the first two editions of the BOC Around Alone
Challenge which I ran. A fabulous sailor and a real gentleman. When he set up the
Vendée Globe Race back in 1989, we spoke regularly and, between us, established
the Open 60 Class rules that governed the first generation of boats you now see
competing in the current Vendée race.”

Philippe Jeantot, France (Born: 8" May 1952)

Philippe Jeantot is a former French deep-sea diver, who found international fame
winning the first two BOC Challenge solo round the world yacht races in 1982 and
1986 with his yachts both named Credit Agricole. In 1989, Jeantot founded
the Vendée Globe solo, non-stop, round-the-world race He entered the race
in Crédit Agricole IV and finished 4™, In 1990, Jeantot once again entered the BOC
Challenge, sailing Crédit Agricole IV to 3™ place and thus completing his fourth
solo circumnavigation.

Franck Cammas, France (Born: 22" December 1972)

Four-time circumnavigator via Cape Horn ® 2005: Jules Verne Trophy. Catamaran
Orange Il skippered by Bruno Peyron. Role: crew. Set a non-stop
circumnavigation record of 50 days 16 hrs 20 mins, 4 secs * 2010: Jules Verne
Trophy. Trimaran Groupama 3. Role: skipper. Set a non-stop circumnavigation
record of 48 days 7 hrs 44 mins, 52 secs * 2011/12 Volvo Ocean Race. Groupama
4 — winner on elapsed time. Role: Skipper ® 2022/3 Ocean Race: IMOCA 60 11th
Hour Racing, winner. Role: crew.

During a reception at Le Carré, the
clubhouse dedicated to Cape Horners in Port
Olona, the marina of the Vendée Globe,
previous inductees presented mementos of
their roundings of The Cape. Michel
Desjoyeaux and Jean-Luc van den Heede (a
veteran of 12 roundings) both presented
charts showing their multiple courses
around the Horn.

Above: French circumnavigator Jean-Luc Van Den Heede with his chart showing all 12

of his roundings of Cape Horn, presented to Le Carré.
Photo credit: Barry Pickthall/PPL
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Not to be outdone, American Skip Novak
presented his Cape Horn Memory Stone,
gathered from the beach beneath the Cape back
in 1988 during his first cruise to Tierra del Fuego
with his high latitude yacht Pelagic.

“Touch the stone and memories of your
rounding of Cape Horn will come flooding back”
Skip Novak

Right: The Cape Horn Memory Stone
Photo credit: Paul Bridier/LSO

Left: Franck Cammas, four time
French circumnavigator, pointing to
his name on the IACH Cape Horn
Hall of Fame Honours Board in Le
Carré in Port Olona in Les Sables
d’Olonne.

Photo credit: Barry Pickthall/PPL

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston also took the opportunity to present a signed copy
of his book Cape Horn — a Maritime History which, along with a copy of his
‘Guinness is good for you’ barometer from Suhaili (taken around the world
again by Abhilash Tomy during the 2022 Golden Globe Race) are now on
permanent display in the club house.

Cape Horners exhibit in the Vendée Globe village

Chairman Archie Fairley, Robin Knox-Johnston, Vice President Jean-Luc van
den Heede and Membership Secretary Pippa Cockhead manned the Cape
Horners’ exhibition stand in the Race Village during the build-up to the start
of the Vendée Globe Race. Sir Robin, Jean-Luc and Archie were interviewed
and Pippa gave out information and fielded questions about the IACH to a
growing French audience.
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Why No Women in the 2024 Hall of Fame Inductees?

The IACH received 30 public nominations for this year's Hall of Fame induction,
three of which were for women sailors. The list was verified by an independent
selection committee chaired by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston and 15 names went
forward to a vote by all members of IACH. So why were there no women
inducted this year?

The three shortlisted this year were:

1) Heather Thomas — the Skipper of the yacht Maiden —winner of the 2023/24
Ocean Globe Race on corrected time — the first time an all-girl crew has won a
round the world race.

2) Cole Brauer — the first American to sail solo around the world nonstop by
the three great Capes - she finished 2" in the 2023/4 Global Solo Challenge.

3) Lady Annie Brassey whose book ‘A Cruise in the Sunbeam’ describes her
historic voyage around the world via Cape Horn with her husband in their 531
ton three-masted barque back in 1876.

All accomplished remarkable feats, but as Sir Robin Knox-lohnston, Chairman
of the independent shortlisting committee explains: “The bar was particularly
high this year with race winners and record-setters, all with multiple
circumnavigations to their credit headlining the shortlist, outweighing the
records of those who have made just one circumnavigation. Selection is a
democratic process with IACH members voting to select their top six names.”

Sailing the seven seas and around Cape Horn has long been male dominated
but women are making inroads into the IACH Registers of modern sailing
circumnavigations via Cape Horn.

The Registers show that 7% of those to have completed solo
circumnavigations are women and in multi-crew voyages, women account for
9%.

https://capehorners.org/circumnavigation-registers/

The Cape Horn Hall of Fame Honours Board is ahead of the game in this
respect, listing five out of 40 women (12.5%). These are:

0] Dame Naomi James, New Zealand
0] Kay Cottee, Australia
AUTUMN2024 Cape Horner Journal
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o} Dee Caffari, UK
0 Dame Ellen MacArthur, UK
0 Jeanne Socrates, UK

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston adds: “Our selection and voting process treat men
and women on an equal footing. The five women honoured so far achieved
greatness in their own right and would not wish to be treated separately to
men. Women Cape Horners are not going to make it on to the board every
year but | have no doubt that if the likes of Heather Thomas, Cole Brauer and
Kirsten Neuschdfer (winner of the 2022/3 Golden Globe Race) continue to
compete in these events around the globe at this high level, they too are likely
to earn a place on the honours board.”

* ¥ X ¥ X X X X ¥ X ¥ X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

New Publication by IACH Member Skip Novak

Skip Novak On Sailing -
Words of Wisdom from 50
Years Afloat

ISBN-10: 1399414747

ISBN-13: 978-1399414746
Publication date: 9" May 2024
Author: Skip Novak

Publisher: Adlard Coles

256 pages

Send your reviews to:
journal@capehorners.org
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10* Vendée Globe Race Start

By Barry Pickthall

A deafening cacophony of sounds — horns, whistles, shouts and screams from
a 600,000 strong crowd lined along the exit canal gave the 40-strong fleet of
solo sailors entered in the 10th Vendée Globe Race the loudest possible
send-off from Les Sables d’Olonne, France on Sunday 10" November.

Sadly all this razzmatazz could not be converted into wind with barely enough
to fillsails as the fleet, led by Frenchman Paul Meilhat (Biotherm), Britain’s
Sam Goodchild (Vulnerable) and France’s Maxime Sorel (V&B Monbana
Mayenne) covered just two miles during the first hour. The winds were
expected to pick up off Cap Finisterre when the foilers at least were expected
to start lifting their skirts and zip southwards towards the Equator.

Photo credit: Olivier Blanchet / Alea #VG2024

The record the leaders have to beat on this 24,300 mile chase around the
globe via Cape Horn is the 74 days 3 hours 36 minutes set by Frenchman
Armel Le Cléac'h aboard Banque Populaire Viil during the 2016-17 Vendée
Globe Race. Most are carrying food for just 80 days!

The build-up to this Vendée Globe has been remarkable for lots of reasons:
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Sir Robin Knox-Johnston — President of the International Association of Cape
Horners said: “This is the most amazing race start that | have ever witnessed.”

The number of visitors in the Race Village each day for three weeks was an
average of 300,000 per day; 58,000 watched the English start live feed on
Youtube; 29,000 watched the French feed — but then the rest of France was
seemingly in Les Sables d’Olonne!

The 40-strong fleet includes 13 new IMOCA 60 yachts each costing
approximate 6 million euros apiece. The 40 skippers hail from eleven nations,
and six are women.

Getting the most out of the latest IMOCAs is now a sophisticated juggling act
involving high powered computerised technology to analyse vast amounts of
data and calibration settings way beyond the seat-of-the-pants challenge
from the past.

Photo credit: Vincent Curutchet / Alea #VG2024

To understand more about how these complex foil-born 60 footers are

raced by one person, watch the tour of Boris Herrmann’s Team Malizia

conducted in English by IMOCA world champion Will Harris:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKQAxX1S0ys

To follow live tracking of the fleet, click on:
https://www.vendeeglobe.org/en/tracker

For latest news and skipper biographies, visit:
https://www.vendeeglobe.org/en
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Eight Bells — Andrew Edsor

It was with great sadness that we, at the
International Association of Cape
Horners, learned of the passing
of Andrew Edsor, on 12th August 2024,

Andrew was a very proud Cape Horner.
he was a crew member on British
Soldier (pictured right), a yacht that
took part in the original Whitbread
Round the World Race in 1973.

Andrew continued his interest in Cape
Horn and ocean sailing and later joined
the committee of the IACH, providing
considerable input with his wealth of
ideas. In his most recent years on the
committee, he served as Website
Designer & Developer, an important
role which established the presence of
the Cape Horners on the Internet.

By 2023, Andrew had been unwell for a considerable time but he still made a
heroic effort to join us at the November Annual Lunch in Portsmouth.

At his 80th birthday event in June this year, he enthusiastically told his many
family members and friends that he had served on the IACH Committee for 18
years — an outstanding contribution. We will miss him.

Andrew’s friends and family will be interested to read more about his life in
the following submission by Zak Macro.
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Andrew W.D. Edsor, a lifelong adventurer, a kind soul, and a cherished friend
to many, passed away peacefully at the age of 80. His life was a tapestry of
daring exploits, genuine kindness, and deep connections with people from all
walks of life. He leaves behind a legacy defined by his adventurous spirit, his
remarkable ability to connect with others, and his unwavering zest for life.
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Born in Woodford, London, on June 7, 1944, just one day after D-Day, Andrew's
early life was marked by the narrowest of escapes from the dangers of World
War I, including a near miss during the Blitz. These early brushes with fate
seemed to foreshadow the adventurous spirit that would define his life.

Andrew's academic journey began at Welbeck College, a military-focused
institution that prepared him for a life of service and adventure. He later
attended Sandhurst Military Academy, where he honed the discipline and
leadership skills that would serve him throughout his life. His education
continued with a degree in electrical engineering, which laid the groundwork for
his future contributions to the British Army.

One of Andrew's most notable achievements was organising a collaboration
between the Army and The Wellcome Institute for an expedition to Patagonia
during his summer holidays. This expedition showcased his leadership and
innovative thinking, blending his love of adventure with his professional life.
It was a testament to his resourcefulness and talent for creating opportunities
for exploration, as well as his uncanny ability to convince someone else to pay
for his adventures!

Andrew's military career was as distinguished as it was diverse. He served in key
deployments to Germany, Northern Ireland, and Hong Kong, and played a
critical role in the Ministry of Defence's procurement efforts, particularly in the
acquisition of the Apache Helicopter. His work in these areas was marked by a
dedication to excellence and a commitment to improving the capabilities of the
British Armed Forces.

However, sailing was Andrew’s true passion. His love for the sea became a
defining aspect of his life. He was instrumental in organising the British Army’s
entry into the inaugural Whitbread Round the World Race (1973-1974), where
he served as the chief engineer for the yacht British Soldier. Andrew's technical
expertise was crucial to the success of the crew as they navigated the
challenging Sydney to Rio leg of the race. This achievement qualified him as a
member of the prestigious International Association of Cape Horners and
established him as a key figure in military sailing.

Andrew’s enthusiasm for the sea extended far beyond Whitbread, he
windsurfed in Hong Kong, dived in the Philippines and was percussed by his time
spent sailing and racing on tall ships and folk boats alike. His love for the ocean
and dedication to sailing earned him membership in the Ocean Cruising Club,
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reflecting his status as a true seafarer. For Andrew, sailing wasn't just a pastime;
it was the embodiment of his adventurous spirit and desire for freedom.

Andrew's passion wasn’t confined to the sea. He had a deep love for motoring,
particularly for Alfa Romeo Alfasuds, which he drove around Europe to visit his
friends with the same zest he brought to his other pursuits. His prized Motobloc,
passed down from his father, was a reflection of his appreciation for unique and
classic vehicles. For Andrew, driving was a way to explore new landscapes and
embrace the freedom of the open road.

In addition to his adventurous pursuits, Andrew demonstrated immense
compassion and dedication in caring for his parents during their final years. His
deep sense of duty and love was evident as he devoted himself to ensuring their
comfort and well-being. This act of kindness and commitment was reciprocated
by his beloved nephew, Jake, who cared for Andrew in his later years, providing
the same love and support Andrew had once shown his parents.

In his later years, Andrew channelled his energy into refurbishing a derelict
cottage in East Witton, North Yorkshire. This project was a labour of love,
turning the space into a warm and inviting home that welcomed friends and
strangers alike. His ability to transform a house into a home mirrored his
approach to life—always ready to offer kindness and hospitality.

Although Andrew never married and had no children, he was surrounded by a
close-knit group of friends who became his chosen family. His beloved nephew,
Jake, along with his many friends, formed the core of his life’s adventures and
were the recipients of his generosity. Andrew had a unique ability to make
everyone he met feel valued and appreciated, creating lasting bonds that
spanned the globe.

Andrew W.D. Edsor’s life was a remarkable blend of adventure, kindness, and
deep connections with others. His legacy lives on through the stories of his
explorations, particularly those at sea, the lives he touched, and the friendships
he enriched. As he embarks on his final journey, he leaves behind a world that
is better for having known him.

May he rest in peace, comforted by the knowledge that his adventurous spirit
and generous heart will continue to inspire those he left behind. Fair winds and
following seas, Major Edsor. Your journey continues.

By Zak Macro
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Have Circumnavigation Records Reached Their Zenith?

By Barry Pickthall

Forty skippers set out from Les Sables d'Olonne on November 10 in the
Vendée Globe solo non-stop chase around the globe, all optimistic that the
seven-year record for the race will finally be broken. They failed to do so in
the last event four years ago despite the advances in foil-borne IMOCA 60
yacht design. The winner, Yannick Bestaven and his monohull Maitre Coq IV
missed the mark set in 2017 by a full six days.

The IACH circumnavigation records* via Cape Horn
for solo non-stop, with stops and multi-crew
campaigns show a similar story across the board. You
have to go back to 2008 for the outright solo non-stop
record set by Frenchman Francis Joyon and his 27.9m
trimaran Idec 2 with a time of 57d 13h 34' 6" — an
average of 19.09 knots. The Frenchman also holds the
outright sprint record around the world which he and
his crew aboard IDEC Sport reduced to 40d 23h 30m
back in 2017.

Record holder
Further back, you have turn the clock back 20 years  frgncis Joyon @PPL

to find the fastest solo non-stop west-east passage

against the prevailing winds and currents. This was set in 2004 by 12-time
circumnavigator Jean-Luc Van Den Heede with a time of 122d 14h 3’ 49”
aboard his 18.29m monohull Adrien.

While design advances are leading to ever increasing speeds, these records
remain stubbornly unbroken. Many blame climate change and certainly,
those who competed in the recent Ocean Race, Ocean Globe Race and
Golden Globe Race, all lamented the lack of those champagne downwind
conditions in the Southern Ocean that sailors revelled in during races in the
1970s, '80s and "90s.

Will any within this year’s crop of Vendée Globe racers beat the 74d 03h 36'
record for this 24,500m race set by Armel Le Cléac’h in his IMOCA 60 Banque
Populaire back in 2017? We hope they get near, because most skippers have
victualled for only 80 days!
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Current stats

Most circumnavigators via
Cape Horn are not chasing
records of course. For many,
it is a life-long ambition or
the ultimate challenge in life.
Cape Horn is often referred
as the ‘Everest of the Seas’,
but it is much more than
that. Since the time when
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay first conquered that

Francis Joyon rounding Cape Horn ©PPL

mountain summit in May 1953, some 6,550 people have climbed Everest.
Only 2,329 have rounded the Horn during circumnavigation records during
the same period, which speaks volumes about the challenge. And since
records began in 1616, more than 800 ships have foundered and sunk while
trying to round this Cape, and more than 10,000 have lost their lives.

Current IACH circumnavigation stats show that 193 sailors have completed
solo non-stop circumnavigations; 156 have done the same with stops, and
1,976 have completed multi-crew circumnavigations. With 100 names added
to this list during the past year, and the 40 more currently competing in the
Vendée Globe, records or not, the challenge of rounding the globe via Cape
Horn is as strong as ever!

* To access the IACH Registers:
https://capehorners.org/circumnavigation-registers/

4 )

What do you do with your old paper Cape Horner journals?
Save them? Share with your friends? Your Yacht Club?

Leave them at your local library / community space / pub?
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Eight Bells — Rear Admiral Hugo Bruna Greene

Born: 02/10/1940 Died 03/03/2024 - Chile

Admiral Bruna Greene was one of the leading figures
in Chilean sail training, starting as a Midshipman
aboard the Naval square rigger Esmeralda in 1961 to
commanding the ship with 400 crew. He led two
passages around the Cape Horn from East to West
and vice versa, before circumnavigating the world in
239 days, crossing the Atlantic and Indian Oceans,
China Sea and Pacific via The Cape of Good Hope,
Malacca Strait and Cape Horn.

Hugo Bruna Greene was born in Santiago and joined
the Naval Academy in 1955. As a Sub Lieutenant he
served on board the Cruiser O’Higgins before
specialising as a Naval Pilot. In 1969 he was a helicopter pilot aboard the
Chilean navy’s Antarctic ship Piloto Pardo when a violent volcanic eruption
occurred on Deception Island. He participated in the rescue of crew from the
British John Biscoe Antarctic base camp and was awarded the Navy Courage
Medal for this action. in 1978 he completed the Staff Course at the Chilean
War College in Valparaiso and was commissioned as the Commanding Officer
of the Auxiliary Oceanographic Survey Ship Beagle, the destroyer Portales
and training Ship Esmeralda.

Photo: ©Chilean Navy

In 1991 he was promoted to Rear Admiral and
became Naval Education Director and
Commander in Chief of the Southern Naval
Zone area in which Cape Horn Island is
located. His Command played a vital role
monitoring Argentine air and shipping
movements for the British Forces during the

Photo: © Mark Pepper/PPL Falklands War. He also commissioned a design

competition  which resulted in the

construction of a 20ft high monument to the Unknown Sailor to
commemorate the hundreds of souls lost at sea around Cape Horn.

Admiral Bruna Greene later became the Chilean Naval Attache in London.
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Sailing Around the World Solo:
My Journey in the Global Solo Challenge

By Riccardo Tosetto

I've always dreamt of sailing around the
world, pushing my limits, and joining
the ranks of those few sailors who have
conquered the most challenging waters
of the globe. This year, in the Global
Solo Challenge, | achieved that dream.
After 153 days at sea and more than
28,000 nautical miles, | returned to La
Corufia, Spain, aboard Obportus, my
trusty boat. What a journey it has been.

Right: Arrival in La Coruiia ©@Global Solo Challenge

On October 29, 2023, | set sail from La

Corufia. From the moment the wind filled the sails, | knew this adventure
would be one of the most demanding challenges of my life. | had prepared
mentally and physically for months, but nothing could have prepared me
for the actual experience of facing nature's raw power alone. It was a race,
yes, but also a deeply personal voyage. | finished in sixth place, but my goal
was never just about the ranking—it was about the journey and the sense
of accomplishment.

The most thrilling and daunting part of this trip was without a doubt the
passage of Cape Horn. Known as the ‘Everest of sailors’, Cape Horn marks
the southern tip of South America and is infamous for its unpredictable and
violent conditions. Even the thought of it had sent chills down my spine for
years. The waters here are turbulent, whipped by furious winds and
dangerous waves. Many sailors consider it the ultimate test of skill,
endurance, and courage.

As | approached Cape Horn, the weather worsened. A massive storm rolled
in, and for days, | battled intense winds and towering waves. The isolation
was palpable—there was no room for error. | knew that many had failed to
round the Horn before me, and the sea was unforgiving. Yet, despite the

AUTUMN2024 Cape Horner Journal
-31-



fear, | felt an exhilarating sense of purpose. Every sail adjustment, every
course correction brought me closer to that goal.

Then, it happened. Through the storm and the rain, Cape Horn emerged on
the horizon, a stark reminder of nature's power. My heart raced as | neared
the point where so many sailors' dreams had either been made or broken.

Jose Luarte Sepulveda, the lighthouse keeper stationed there, took a photo
of Obportus as | sailed past—a coup de chance that made the moment even
more special. The magnitude of the accomplishment washed over me. | had
made it. | had joined the ranks of the Cape Horners—those who have sailed
past Cape Horn alone. It was a deeply emotional moment, something | had
fantasized about for years, and now, here | was, having done it.

Passing Cape Horn wasn’t just about adding a line to my sailing resume. It
was the culmination of years of dreaming, hard work, training, and
countless hours at sea. More importantly, it was a personal victory—a
moment of triumph in the face of adversity.

But it wasn’t smooth sailing from there
on. After Cape Horn, the ocean still had
more challenges in store. From hattling
strong winds around the Falkland
Islands to a nerve-wracking encounter
with two massive whales during a
moonlit night, the adventure was far
from over. And then, just three days
before reaching La Corufia, disaster
struck. My autopilot malfunctioned,
meaning | had to manually steer the
boat—without sleep—for hours on
end, to stay on course. Exhaustion set in, but | kept going, determined to
finish what | had started.

Rounding Cope Horn ©@Riccardo Tosetto

Crossing the finish line in La Corufia was both a relief and a joy. My family
and friends were there waiting, and seeing their faces brought me back to
the reality that this monumental journey was over. Stepping back onto land
after five months felt strange. There was a sense of lightness, of
accomplishment. But there was also the realization that | had completed
something extraordinary.
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If  had to sum up this experience in three words,
it would be long, exhausting, but beautiful.
Every mile, every challenge shaped me into a
better sailor and a stronger person. | didn’t just
sail around the world—I proved to myself that
with determination and passion, even the most
daunting challenges can be conquered.

Now, as | reflect on these months at sea, | am

Riccardo with his well-earned " . '
JACH burgee ©Marco Nannini  Tilled with gratitude for my family, my team and

my boat, Obportus, my constant companion
through it all. This journey has etched itself into my soul, and Cape Horn will
forever hold a special place in my heart. I've joined the exclusive club of
Cape Horners, and that, to me, is the greatest achievement of all.
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Historic chart of Cape Horn and surrounding islands
at the southern tip of South America where
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans merge.
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PHOTO CREDIT: Barry Pickthall/PPL al
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What does It Mean To Be A Cape Horner?

In a recent email missive to our association, we asked the question ‘What
does it mean to be a Cape Horner?’ and Lucy Frost responded. It’s always
great to hear from our members so please do get in touch with your
committee, wherever you are in the world. It will make our day!-Ed.

Lucy Frost is one of the British crew
who sailed on board Outlaw in the
Ocean Globe Race. Here, she shares
her reason for joining the IACH.

Left: Lucy, clearly delighted at
rounding Cape Horn which is in the
background.
Below: The crew of the Outlaw.

All photos ©S/V Outlaw

‘Now I'm home it seems surreal, did that really happen?! | effectively sailed
around the world for an experience that lasted just a few hours, but it was
so worth it. | spotted Cape Horn and | knew in my heart what it was, I'd
recognised it from books!

We had ideal
conditions, huge
following seas in 45-50
knots, dolphins with
us that morning, an
albatross circling us
and we passed the
Horn in daylight. It
was absolutely

electrifying for all of us — it's what the whole race was driven by and we’d
made it. We turned the corner, had a chat with the lighthouse keeper and
the seas finally calmed — homeward bound! 2 years in the preparation, 7
months in the sailing and now it's over. By becoming a member of the
exclusive IACH, there is now indelible and undeniable proof that | once sailed
around the elusive Cape Horn, and the world!’
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STS Leeuwin Dismasted in Fremantle

Happier days, STS Leeuwin Il in 2009 Photo: Jordancully _en.wikipedia

STS Leeuwin, Australia’s largest sail-training ship was damaged in August
2024 in a collision in Fremantle. After the accident, she was seen with a
broken mast and rigging alongside a wharf in the Western Australia port. Two
crew members, sustained injuries in seeking to get off the vessel after a large
container ship struck the sail training ship Leeuwin (‘lioness’ in Dutch). They
were very shaken up but later discharged from hospital after a few days.

The two men were on night watch when the container ship, the 332-metre
Maersk Shekou, was pushed into it after being struck by a sudden squall as it
entered Fremantle Port after 6am on Friday. Webcam footage, in 10 minute
intervals, shows the Leeuwin intact at 6am on Friday, then damaged with its
mast down at 6:10am as a large container ship moves past. The footage showed
that the bow of the Shekou struck the Leeuwin first, with the stern of the vessel
then hitting A Berth and the roof of the Maritime Museum. The collision also
damaged the hull of the Shekou, which was being accompanied into port by
four tug boats.

A spokesman for the Leeuwin said that the damage to the 55-metre long, three-
masted 1850s-style ship was mainly to the masts and rigging, with no obvious
damage to the hull and no evidence of water ingress.

AUTUMN2024 Cape Horner Journal
-35-



Based in Fremantle, the STS Leeuwin is a tall ship owned and operated by the
youth development charity Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation. Launched
in 1986, the foundation has been running sailing training voyages for young
people for almost 40 years. In 2012, she had a $3.5 million refit which, it was
hoped, would keep her sailing for the next 25 years. It wasn't to be!

While the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, the Australian Transport
Safety Bureau and Fremantle Ports are investigating the incident, the

Leeuwin is undergoing repairs.

Specification: Three masted Barquentine, 1850s style rig

Launched: 2" August 1986

Construction: Steel hull, teak deck

Length: 55 m (180 ft) overall; 40 m (130 ft) on deck
Beam: 9 m (30 ft)

Height: 33 m (108 ft)
Draught depth: 3.4 m (11 ft)

Height of main mast: 33 metres
Displacement: 344 tonnes (339 long tons)

Propulsion: Auxiliary - 2 x Yanmar engines

Sail plan: 16 sails, 810 m2 (8,700 sq. ft) area
Designer: Len Randall A.R.|.N.A.

Interesting fact:

They built the Leeuwin’s
hull upside-down.
Why?

Because it was easier to
weld facing down than
to weld facing up!

Complement: 5 permanent crew; 10 volunteers; 40 trainees

Specifications from: www.sailleeuwin.com

Videos: https://www.youtube.com/@leeuwinoceanadventurefound1535
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Left: GSC Skipper Andrea Mura with race organiser
Marco Nannini and an IACH burgee.
Photo: @Global Solo Challenge

Italian Andrea crossed the finish line in A Coruna after
120 days and 44 minutes at sea. Bravissimo!
The next Global Solo Challenge will start in 2027 and will
be hosted by the Real Club Nautico de Vigo.
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