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Patron — HRH The Princess Royal, Princess Anne
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INVITATION

STORIES AND THE LEGACY OF CAPE HORN
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston: President IACH
Jean-Luc Van Den Heede: Vice President IACH

TACH ANNUAL LUNCH
SAT 22 NOVEMBER 2025

ROYAL MARITIME HOTEL + Portsmouth * 1230 for 1330 Cabo qe Hornos
55°58'S

* Speakers to be announced * Cost: £60 per head incl wine

» Discounted Room rates * Booking Page open from 30 April
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The clubhouse facilities of the Royal Ocean Racing Club in St James,
London, and in Cowes, Isle of Wight, may be used by members. Proof of
IACH membership is required, an acceptable method is to email with
your request copying in our IACH Chairman and Secretary. On arrival,
please have your IACH membership card available. For lunch, dinner and
overnight stays, be sure to book in advance. Check the details at
www.rorc.org. To book the London Clubhouse email house@rorc.org
or for the Cowes Clubhouse email cowes@rorc.org
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From the Chairman

Dear Cape Horners, Associates and Friends,

Strategic Objectives — see ‘Committee Activities’ on p9.
We have had a very busy 5 years reinvigorating the Association for which | thank
all members of the Committee both past and present for their great efforts.

Our Objectives have changed slightly with a greater focus going forward on how
we develop the IACH, after a very successful period culminating in the 2024 Hall
of Fame Awards during the Vendée Globe Race 10™ Edition Race Village.

Our President has suggested we adopt “Ocean Safety” as part of our raison
d’étre going forward and we are researching a members’ forum and a reference
library to embrace this idea.

We can look forward to a slightly quieter year with a Hall of Fame in mid-
September and the Annual Lunch on 22" November. We can take stock and
focus our efforts on our next stage of development.

The future is bright!

Royal Patron

We have been honoured by HRH The Princess Royal, Princess Anne who has
accepted our invitation to take over as Royal Patron from her late father HRH
The Duke of Edinburgh. We shall look forward to inviting her to an event in the
near future, and the International Association of Cape Horners welcomes the
leadership and contributions that her patronage now brings.

New Committee Arrivals/Departures
| wish to record our grateful thanks to Charles Boy who has been our Treasurer
for some 6 years now. He has done a sterling job. Many thanks.

| am also very pleased to welcome Andy Clarke as our new Treasurer.

Race Partnerships

With no races this year we will spend time developing the Partnerships we have
in expectation of the next race editions. The Ocean Race Europe, part of The
Ocean Race (TOR) Series will stop in Portsmouth in August. We may get involved
as a precursor to the TOR 2027. If we do, | encourage all members who can to
visit/participate.
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New Website
Our developer, Brian Cox, has already handled the Hall of Fame Induction
nominations and the last lunch booking process successfully.

Our challenge here is to build on and improve our membership database and
optimise the website. Bob Bradford has been doing a great job on managing the
website and our Facebook page, which we use to direct people to the website.

I would like to find sponsorship for the website to enable us to use a professional
SEO company and maximise our website exposure. Any suggestions would be
useful.

Cape Horn Hall of Fame

We are planning for our 4th Hall of Fame induction in October 2025. This has
yet to be confirmed. There is a lot of change occurring in France and Yannick
Moreau, the present Mayor of Les Sables d’Olonne and our champion, is due to
handover to his successor Nicolas Chénéchaud. We are most grateful for
Yannick’s help.

| would encourage every member to consider submitting nominations when
they are asked for. It isimportant that we are fully engaged with the event and
do not rely on external public nominations.

Annual Lunch

Having moved to an exciting new venue, The Royal Maritime Hotel, Portsmouth,
which has easy access, discounted accommodation and good parking, we want
to build on last year’s success.

We have also taken a wide poll of members, who overwhelmingly voted for a
Saturday lunch. This will now be on Saturday 22" November.

A proven new venue and a new ‘day’. | encourage all members to make the
event memorable as always and to bring guests, the more the merrier. We will
only have 2 speakers and the Pindar Lifetime Achievement Award.

New Members

Our guest for new members continues through our Partnerships and word of
mouth. We would like to hear from you on ways that we can bring more benefits
to you, in particular we want you to have a voice, and get involved with our
activities/events. | hope that all the changes/improvements that have occurred
over the last few years have encouraged you all to think — can | help? Even
encouraging one new member makes a difference!
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Volunteers

As always, | would ask you to consider volunteering for jobs on the Committee.
We are always looking for new blood to bring fresh energy to the committee
and importantly plan for succession. We have a responsibility for a great
historical legacy and the ongoing maintenance of the IACH as a home for our
‘Very special group of sailors’. Please consider offering vyourself or
recommending someone who you may think could be considered - | am very
happy to talk to anyone who may be interested in making a contribution in some
way. You do not have to join the Committee.

Sponsorship

My last point is on sponsorship. We have a number of possible projects as well
the Hall of Fame and the Bursary programme. If you have any ideas or indeed
contacts in this area | would be most grateful.

The Future

The Committee, with the active support and help of both Sir Robin and Jean-Luc
and our new Royal Patron, are keen to keep moving and developing this august
organisation. Thank you, yet again, for all your support.

,A‘___‘____’
INTERNATIONALASSOCIATION

Archie

Avchie Fairey Capé Horners

Chairman, IACH 55585 /6715 W

diidi il

The Cape Horner journal goes back a long way to 1964.
Whether you are a new or existing IACH member, if your story
has not yet featured, it’s time to tell us about it.

Please get in touch by email - journal@capehorners.org

THE HORIZON QUESTION - When you're standing on the beach and
just dipping your toes in the water, how far away is the horizon? What

if you're standing on a 100 foot cliff? How far away is it then?
Answers on pages 9
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HRH The Princess Royal — New IACH Patron

By Barry Pickthall for the International
Association of Cape Horners.

Dateline London - 18th March 2025

HRH The Princess Royal, Princess Anne
— New Patron of the International
Association of Cape Horners

The International Association of Cape
Horners (IACH) is pleased to announce
that Her Royal Highness The Princess
Royal, Princess Anne, has agreed to
become its new Patron. The Princess, a
life-long sailor, follows in her late
father’s footsteps.

HRH Prince Philip was Patron of the
Association for almost 5 decades until
his death in 2021 and played a key role
in persuading the membership — made

The Princess Royal at the helm of the
British Steel Challenge round the world
up of sea captains from the age of sail =  race yacht Coopers & Lybrand

to welcome a new generation of

Photo Credit: The Fincher Files/
adventure sailors to their group. Getty Images Copyright reserved
His active role in acknowledging the pioneering roles of Francis Chichester,
Alec Rose, Robin Knox-Johnston, Bernard Moitessier and Chay Blyth in
making what many at the time thought were impossible voyages around the
Globe in small yachts, re-energised the Association just as other Cape Horner
groups withered through dying membership.

His Royal Highness, who was also Admiral of the Royal Naval Sailing
Association which organised the first Whitbread Round the World Race for
fully crewed yachts in 1973/4, went further, commissioning the Royal Mint
to strike a commemorative bronze medal for every crewmember who
completed the third leg round Cape Horn in that race.

The Princess Royal joins the IACH during another period of sea change.
The 21st Century is already marked by an increase in sailing adventures,
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circumnavigations and interest from the public across the world in events like
the Vendée Globe, Golden Globe and Global Solo Challenge races together
with the Ocean Race, the Ocean Globe Race and Jules Verne multi-crew
events. There is also a marked increase in sailing tourism to remote high
latitude destinations, particularly Cape Horn.

‘The Association is growing at a fast rate with 33 new members generated
from this year’s Vendée Globe Race alone’ says Chairman Archie Fairley. ‘We
already maintain a definitive list of circumnavigations both solo and multi-
crewed, and four years ago launched our annual Cape Horn Hall of Fame
awards to honour those who have made major contributions to our sport.
There is more to do, and the International Association of Cape Horners
welcomes the leadership and contributions that HRH The Princess Royal,
Princess Anne’s patronage now brings.’

The Horizon Question

When you're standing on the beach and just dipping your toes in the water,
how far away in miles is the horizon? What if you’'re standing on a 100 foot
cliff? How far away is it then?

The distance to the horizon depends on your height above sea level. We can
estimate it with this formula:

Distance to the horizon (in miles) = 1.23 x vheight (in feet)
Standing at the edge of the water (toes in)
Assuming your eyes are about 5 to 6 feet above the ground:
e Distance=123xv6

e =1.23x2.45 Standing on a 100-foot cliff

e =3.0miles : e Distance = 1.23 x V100
i e =123x10
: e =12.3 miles

AndA T & 2 dzOnthiBe CRIfg of DokeB350 feet highMore on [82
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Committee Activities Nov 24 — Apr 2025

Reviewed Strategic Objectives for 2024-2025 as at Jan 2025

1 | A ‘high level’ international input to the Committee

The President and the Committee are looking at the possibility of
inviting ‘sailors of significance’ to join the main Committee. This would
be an input of Vision, Expertise, Contacts and Knowledge. They would
meet twice annually by Zoom to encourage and assist the IACH
development.

2 | International membership campaign - to Increase and strengthen our
Membership

a | We are planning a process whereby we use the invaluable outreach of
our President and Vice President.

b | Marco Nannini is active on the international side and preparing for the
2" Global Solo Challenge 2027 from Vigo, Spain.

c | Memsec is improving the new member follow up process after
partnership races.

d | We want to continue to encourage members to contact their sailing
contemporaries who are eligible to be members.

e | 94 new members have joined the IACH in the last 12 months.

f | Whilst we are creating a strong new core membership we must retain
our present membership. Members have been asked by email to send
feedback on what you would like us to focus on. Please!

3 | Royal Patron

We have been honoured by HRH The Princess Royal, Princess Anne,
choosing to be our Royal Patron. This is reviewed every 3 years. We are
planning to have 2 events in that period where she will be present with
members and their partners. Watch this space.

Improve Website

a | Web developer Brian Cox has been busy trying to improve our use of the
membership system and setting up Hall of Fame nominations and voting.
He has also implemented the lunch booking process, which worked well
in 2024.
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b | Our medium term plans are to find sponsorship to take the website to
the next level.

We continue to move all the Journals onto a flipbook reading platform
called ISSUU.

d | Our President Sir Robin has suggested that we create a USP for our site
namely ‘Ocean Safety’. To this end we are investigating a Word Press
Forum and library off-the-shelf packages which are not expensive.

5 | Encourage membership participation

We are looking for help in 2 main areas:

e Membership Campaign

e Experience in Digital /Social Media marketing

We have recently had offers from members to help, but not as part of

b the committee. This is greatly appreciated and we would love to hear
from anyone who feels they can assist in some way.
6 Develop Bursary funding and placement
The website home page now reflects a more international flavour using
a

the present active schemes as ‘pilot” projects.
b | We are investigating funding platforms such as ‘Just Giving'.

The Committee will discuss the approval of a £2,000 Bursary probably
€ | through the Tall Ships Youth Trust.

Vendée Globe Partnership/Hall of Fame

a | The Vendée Globe partnership is still not firmed up but we have made
some very good progress to formalising. Our aim is to have a formal
partnership in place for the 11" edition in 2028/29.

We are hoping that Sir Robin or Jean-Luc will be able to present IACH
Burgees to skippers at the prize-giving on 10™" May 2025 in Les Sables
d’Olonne.

b | The Hall of Fame

The 2024 Hall of Fame was a great success. 2025 will be a smaller affair
probably in October, as yet to be confirmed. A Press Release for
nominations has been circulated.
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Increase IACH exposure in the public and sailing environment

a | Preparing the selection process for the next Hall of Fame induction
including press releases for nominations (Mar/Apr). The event is
expected to be held in early October 2025 — to be confirmed.

b | The newly commissioned documentary on Cape Horn shown on the
website has been very well received internationally.

¢ | Messages of congratulations from our President were sent to all skippers
on ‘Rounding the Horn’ and on completing the Vendée Globe 10"
edition.

Annual Lunch 22™ November 2025

a | After a poll of members, we had more than 100 respondents, 95% of
whom agreed to move the Annual Lunch to a Saturday.

b | We have booked the same location, the Royal Maritime Hotel,
Portsmouth. It is within 300 yards of the Station, has excellent parking
and very good accommodation — with discounted rates.

c | We plan 2 speakers — to be announced. We will also make the Pindar
Lifetime Achievement award. A lunch flyer with more details will be
sent in April.

10 | International Membership Campaign
We are still planning an international membership campaign. This will
need more resources. Volunteers please.

11 | Membership registered on PayPal — reduce standing orders

The move to the new website membership platform has encouraged
members to move from standing orders to PayPal. There are still 14.2%
of members who have not changed to PayPal. Many thanks to those who
have done so.

Moving to PayPal significantly reduces the admin burden on the
Membership Secretary. If members have not done so, please consider
it — any queries contact Pippa via memsec@capehorners.org
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12 | Maintain Circumnavigation Registers

a | The MCCR continues to be managed by Andrew Halcrow and Barry

Pickthall
b | These are unique registers. As at 21 Mar 2025:
a. There are 222 records in the solo non-stop register
b. There are 156 records in the solo with stops register
C. There are now 1,976 in the multi-crew register

She_Sees Exhibition

The She_Sees exhibition is
at the National Museum of
the Royal Navy in
Portsmouth. It features
some of the many hundreds
of inspiring women
Maritime pioneers.

FREE ADMISSION,
on till August 2025

Embark on a journey through history and inspiration at SHE_SEES, a stunning,
free exhibition in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard which celebrates maritime
women: then, now, and in the future.

Brought to life by Lloyd’s Register Foundation, SHE_SEES highlights 23
professional women working in UK maritime today. Striking portraits capture
each woman in her unique element, offering a personal glimpse into their
stories and careers. SHE_SEES is open daily from 10am to 4:30pm.

The exhibition, hosted in partnership with Portsmouth Historic Quarter and
the University of Portsmouth, taps into archive materials from across the UK
and Ireland to uncover the extensive history of trailblazing female voices in the
maritime industry and aims to change the tide on diversity.

Entry for the exhibition is free; visitors should ask for a ‘historic quarter pass’
at the Portsmouth Historic Dockyard’s Visitor Centre, which gives them free
access to the site, excluding ticketed attractions.

Spring 2025 Cape Horner Journal
-13-



The Finnish Classic Yacht Symposium

The Finnish Classic Yacht
Symposium 2025 was a
spectacular gathering of
classic yacht enthusiasts,
held on March 29" in
Helsinki. This 12" edition
of the event featured
renowned speakers,
including Sir Robin Knox-
Johnston, the first person
to sail solo and non-stop
around the world, and
Marie Tabarly, skipper of
Pen Duick VI in the recent Ocean Globe Race and daughter of legendary sailor
Eric Tabarly.

The symposium, themed ‘Timeless Winds — Classic Yachting Around the
Globe’, explored classic offshore racing, yacht restorations, and the future of
classic sailing. With 350 participants from around ten countries, the event
has grown into one of the leading international forums for classic yachts.
Of Finland’s 79 circumnavigators, 21 were in attendance.

Organized by twelve yacht
clubs and the Finnish Sailing
and Boating Federation, the
symposium aimed to
strengthen the bond between
classic yacht owners and
sailors worldwide. The event
was sold out within two
weeks, highlighting Finland’s
deep passion for classic
yachts.

Info gleaned from helsinkisailing.com www.yacht.de and Barry Pickthall
Photo credits: Barry Pickthall @pplmedia.com
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Press Release - Hall of Fame Nominations

Public nominations open for 2025 Cape Horn Hall of Fame inductees

By Barry Pickthall for the International Association of Cape Horners.
Dateline: 31.03.2025 - Les Sables d’Olonne, France, home to the Cape Horn
Hall of Fame.

True to its tradition of hosting world-famous sailors, the town of Les Sables
d'Olonne, the global capital of single-handed ocean racing, is now also home
to the International Association of Cape Horners, Cape Horn Hall of Fame.

Left:
2024 Inductees to
the Hall of Fame
2024 and fellow
circumnavigators
(named in CHJ85)
in Les Sables
d’Olonne.

©OPPL Media

The International Association of Cape Horners (IACH) is calling for
nominations for six new inductees to the Cape Horn Hall of Fame. Organised
by the IACH in partnership with Les Sables d’Olonne, the home of
singlehanded sailing, public nominations for this year’s intake closes on 30™
May 2025. Anyone can nominate a Cape Horner of note simply by completing
the nomination form on the IACH website.

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, Chairman of the Cape Horn Hall of Fame Selection
Committee, says: “We are looking for Cape Horners past and present who
have made a significant contribution to the sport of sailing, either solo or
leading a crew around the world’s most infamous Cape.”

His committee, which includes French veteran sailor Jean-Luc van den Heede
(Deputy Chairman), American navigator Stan Honey and fellow
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circumnavigators Dee Caffari (UK) Dilip Donde (India) and Archie Fairley (UK),
will review each nomination and draw up a shortlist of names for a vote by
members of IACH to determine the final six to be inducted to the 2025 Cape
Horn Hall of Fame.

“The induction ceremony for the 2025 Cape Horn Hall of Fame is expected to
take place in Les Sables d’Olonne in early September (date to be announced),
prior to the start of the Mini-Transat Race. “The timing is very apt because
the Mini-Transat class has long been a spawning ground for ocean racers
including Jean-Luc van den Heede, Dame Ellen MacArthur, Loic and Bruno
Peyron, and Whitbread race winner Lionel Péan,” says Sir Robin.

“We are very pleased to have the IACH Cape Horn Hall of Fame as a
permanent fixture in Les Sables d’Olonne” says the outgoing City Mayor
Yannick Moreau, adding. “The Board of Honour pays tribute to these men
and women, who have shown such bravery and courage. It has also become
a pilgrimage for recipients and their families to visit, building on our
reputation and maritime importance as home for the Vendée Globe and
Golden Globe solo round the world races.”

Archie Fairley, Chairman of IACH, adds "This is now an important eventin the
sailing calendar encouraging future generations to follow in the footsteps of
their elders either cruising, or competing in an expanding calendar of events
around Cape Horn that now includes the Golden Globe, Jules Verne
Challenge, Ocean Globe, Solo Global Challenge and Vendée Globe events.”

For further information contact:

Archie Fairley, Chairman of the International Association of Cape Horners
chairman@capehorners.org

Tel: +44 (0) 778 601 3035

www.capehorners.org

IACH members are especially encouraged to nominate Cape Horners !
they would like to be recognised in the 2025 Hall of Fame. i
Nominate today and be counted! :

N PR PR PR PR AR PRI A A
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From the MemSec — Spring 2025

The IACH welcomes the following new Members:

Francois Gouin — Kawan 3 Unicancer; Tony Procos — BG Spirit;

Angus McPhie — Heath Insured Ii; Lionel Regnier — L’Esprit d’Equipe;

Billy Norrie - Pixie; Willow Bland - Maiden; Andrew Cape — Brunel x2;

Roger Nilson — Alaska Eagle, Drum, The Card, Swedish Match, Innovation
Explorer, Amer Sports One, Orange II; Erica Lush - Maiden;

Anttila Matti — Spirit of Helsinki; Chris Dobson — Creightons Naturally;

Kate Ledgard - Maiden; Damien Vaile - Pindar; Jack Boye — Project City Kids;
Paul Standbridge — Xargo HlI, Atlantic Privateer, Rothmans, Fortuna/Intrum
Justitia, Toshiba; Sid Shanks — Commercial Union Assurance

John Kretschmer - Gigi; Nikolay Djambazov - Tangra; Cesar Schatz — Tahuee;
lan West - Oosterschelde; George Northend — Oosterschelde;

Frederic Dutke — Bark Europa;

Apologies to Dario D’'Atri — White Shadow, for the incorrect spelling of his
name in CHJ85.

For a number of members, we have no email address. This prevent members
from enjoying access to the Members’ section of the IACH website and
receiving the very latest news by email. Please contact the membership
secretary so that your records can be updated.

Membership to the IACH is only £20 per annum. Please encourage potential
members that you know to join us!

Moving house?Jsing a different email address?
Changing your journal preference from paper to pdf?
Do you want to get involved, remotely or otherwise?

Please login to the websit@ww.capehorners.org
to make any changes
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2024 Annual IACH Lunch

The 2024 Annual Lunch was a great event. There was so much exciting news
that came together at the same time in November that there was no room
in the journal to publish the pictures witness to this very lively, entertaining
event. The new venue, the Royal Maritime Hotel in Portsmouth, was a real
hit. Many thanks to Steve James for all the photos.

Spring 2025
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Above: View from the
balcony at the Royal
Maritime Hotel. Some
of the 164 attendees.

Left: And a great time
was had by all!

SAVE THE DATE for this
year’s lunch -
Saturday,

22" November, 2025
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Above left: Vice-President Jean Luc Van den Heede and President Sir Robin
Knox-Johnson in conversation with GGR organiser Don Mclintyre.
Above right: Skip Novak captivates the audience with tales from the
Antarctic and how the Memory Stone came to be.
Below: Committee members present at the event, L to R - Archie Fairley,
Stephen Walton, Lisa Marie Wood, Pippa Cockhead, Jan Cambrensis,
Peter Waring and Jeremy Message.

Photos on pages 18-20 by Steve James www.stevejamesimages.co.uk

Spring 2025 Cape Horner Journal
-19-



Below: The Cape Horn Memory Stone

presented by Skip Novak was popular with
everyone.

Above: Jean Luc
Van den Heede
busy signing copies
of his book.

Spring 2025 Cape Horner Journal

-20-



Congratulations Sent to Charlie Dalin

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston among
first to congratulate Charlie Dalin
for record Vendée Globe victory

by Barry Pickthall, 14 January 2025
i1iididid

Dear Charlie,
I have just watched you crossing the
finishing line.

WOW - what an achievement! You
have broken just about every race
and solo monohull record going:

* Fastest from the Equator to et : =

Cape of Good Hope Above: Macif Santé Prévoyance before
the 2024-2025 Vendée Globe start in

Les Sables-d'Olonne.
Author: Like Tears In Rain CC-BY-5A-4.0

* Fastest across the Southern
Ocean from Good Hope to
Cape Horn

* Fastest from Cape Horn to Equator
* Fastest from Equator to the finish in Les Sables d'Olonne

While doing so you are the first to break through the 500 mile day barrier
with a new solo 24 hour monohull record of 509.05 n.miles - a teeth (or
filling) shattering 29.02 knot average and also smashed the previous solo
monohull circumnavigation record by a massive 9 days!

You and your podium rivals Yoann Richomme (Paprec Arkéa) and Sébastien
Simon (Groupe Dubreuil) have transformed the Vendée Globe Race from a
3-month adventure into a 2-month sporting sprint around the Globe.

We Cape Horners tip our caps to you all.

Fifty-five vyears ago when | completed the first solo non-stop
circumnavigation in 312 days aboard my sturdy little yacht Suhaili, it was
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inconceivable to think that anyone might one day achieve the same in my
lifetime within just 65 days!

It is a tribute not only to your own skills in navigation, seamanship and
sporting prowess, but to the designers and engineers who produced your
IMOCA 60 MACIF Santé Prévoyance to withstand all that has been thrown at
it by the elements without breakages.

According to our records, you are the 194" person to have now completed
what is your second solo circumnavigation via Cape Horn, and we Cape
Horners extend to you a warm welcome to one of the most exclusive clubs
in the world - The International Association of Cape Horners.

| hope to be able to attend the Vendée Globe Prize-Giving to personally
present you with our Cape Horner's pennant.

Your time is almost unimaginably quicker than anyone could have expected.
A phenomenal performance!

Huge congratulations!
Sincerely

Sir Robin Knox Johnston
President of the International Association of Cape Horners

wWww.Ca DehOFI’IEI’S.OI’E

; Charlie Dalin led the race for a total of 42 days, including an unbroken 1
! stretch from 30" December 2024 until the finish on 14" January, 2025. This :
E victory was particularly significant for the French skipper from Concarneau :
i in Normandy. He had finished second in the previous Vendée Globe in 2021 i
é due to time compensations awarded to Yannick Bestaven for diverting to ;
i assist another skipper. After winning the race, Dalin sprayed his yacht with !
. champagne and declared ‘I'm the happiest man in the world today, for :
E sure!’ :
| 1
: I

i What a fantastic achievement! At the time of writing, Dalin has not yet i
' confirmed whether he will defend his title in the 2028 edition. — Ed.
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IACH Bursary News — March 2025

Last Summer the IACH Bursary funds were again able to provide sponsorship
support for a youth development sailing event based in Portsmouth. The Tall
Ships Youth Trust (TSYT) provided one of their original Sir Chay Blyth's Global
Challenge yachts and the IACH Bursary provided the crew funding.

We were pleased to support this particular event as it was designed to extend
the development of a chosen youth group who had previously taken part in
a taster voyage with the TSYT. We are grateful to Hannah Langley from the
TSYT and Rachel Greig from Youth Action Wiltshire for their organisation and
support.

Here is Rachel's excellent report on this very successful IACH-supported
youth development event:-

“Last September, eight young people from Youth Action Wiltshire (YAW) who
zet sail on a Tall Ships Youth Trust (TSYT) six-night voyage of Empowerment,
from Portsmouth to Ipswich. Made possible with our thanks to the generous
bursary support from the International Association of Cape Horners (IACH).

The group are all young carers aged between 15-17, from YAW, an
organisation that provides targeted youth support to a variety of different
groups, including young carers, unemployed (NEET), young victims of crime,
special needs and those experiencing difficulties in their lives through its
Splash and Wiltshire Young Carers programmes.

The young people were selected because YAW felt that a voyage would be
beneficial to their development, be that leadership, team working skills, and
a break from the isolation of their demanding caring role.

The young people have previously taken part in TSYT s voyage of Exploration,
the first part in its three-voyage journey of Exploration, Empowerment and
Leadership. This opportunity was truly life-changing for them and they
showed great interest in returning again for the second voyage of
Leadership; a longer, more challenging voyage, to continue their personal
development journeys.

This voyage gave them opportunities to build independence, learn to lead
and make decisions, embrace challenges and set goals for future
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development. Following the voyage, the young people told us they felt more
confident about taking opportunities, making goals and finding success in
trying to achieve them. They told us...

“This trip has allowed me to take time out of my life's stress and be in o new
environment, | had opportunities for leadership, and | now feef confident in
taking charge of a situation, thank you.” William, 15.

“The highlight of my voyage is how we worked as a team, and the help we
had from the crew. IF've learnt how te handle stress more efficiently.”
Dylan, 16.

“Before the trip | felt nervous but excited, the crew were so caring it put me
at ease. My highlight was helping out with all the cooking.” Molly, 17.

e,

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCHTION

Capg Horners

-

The IACH's much-travelled boom cover.

“The young people have been fantastic this week, it was a particularly
challenging voyage as we were chased by a storm from Portsmouth to Dover
which saw part of our main sail rip, but they showed great resilience and
problem solving skills when faced with these unforeseen events. They should
all be very proud of themselves.

Many of the group have said they would love to voyage with TSYT again, and
one in particular, William, is keen to continue his journey via its trainee
Watch Leader programme, he also hopes to complete the Leadership voyage
in the future, the final stage of the three-voyage programme, this will give
him opportunities to take further pathways such az volunteering, ocean
racing and maritime apprenticeships

The experience they have had at sea would not have been possible without
the generous support of the IACH, a huge thank you once again.”

Report by Rachel Greig, Inspire Tutor and Support Worker at YAW.
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For further information on how you can support the IACH Bursary Scheme
through either donations or letting us have your ideas for future Bursary
awards, please contact:-

Peter Waring — IACH Bursary Project Leader - email events@capehorners.org
- Phone — 01 548 531295 or 07769646905

IACH Bursary donations please send to:-

- Bank — TSB — Greenwich, London

- Account name — International Association of Cape Horners

- A/c number — 00045481

- Sort code —30-93-70

o -
\ . " Horners

Good to have the Cape Horners’ support!

The group at the start of the voyage in Portsmouth. Committee Members
Lisa-Marie Wood and Pippa Cockhead saw the group off at the start of their
trip.
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‘Welcome aboard’. The adventure begins.

Is this the calm before the storm?
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Wthh way round was it again?

All good so far Skip!
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Sailing is more than a sport— for many it can be a lifelong passion, a source
of adventure, and a way to build confidence and resilience. But for too many
young people facing financiol barriers or even the opportunity to experience
sailing, it remains out of their reach.

The IACH Bursary fund was created to change that. Your donation helps
provide training, equipment and access to sailing for young people in need,
ensuring they can develop skills on the water and in life.

Join us in making sailing accessible for more young people. Donate now and
help inspire the next generation of sailors. — Ed.

eeeeeeecee

IACH SHOP

Our shop has stock of items that carry an IACH logo. Check the
Members’ Section of the website to view and order. Here’s the list -

crystal whisky glasses, baseball-style caps, burgees, ladies pure silk
scarves, porcelain mugs, t-shirts, cuff links, ties and lapel badges.

—

For other items we are unable to hold stock but
these can be ordered directly from the supplier
with whom we have an arrangement for one-off
purchases. These items include sapphire blue polo
shirts (pictured left), white polo shirts, navy blue
rugby shirts, white rugby shirts, navy blue fleeces
and waterproof jackets.

O PN PN RN RS PR AN A A 2
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The 46" World Congress and Our Royal Connection

Back in 1989, | was sitting in on a committee meeting of the then AICH when
the matter of who our patron would be for the coming 46™ World Congress
was raised. The Congress in Bristol was hosted by and on the now restored
SS Great Britain.

Dorothy Laird of SV Penang in 1938 was at
the meeting and when the issue came up as
to who we might ask to be our patron for the
event, the Duke of Edinburgh being
unavailable, Dorothy spoke up and said “Oh, |
will ask Anne”.

“Annel!” we chorused.

“Yes the Princess Royal, she will come.”

Dorothy had royal connections in that she

had been given the run of the Palace over the years and had written
biographies of Queen Elizabeth’s first world tour, the Queen Mother and a
then unpublished one on the Princess Royal. Dorothy had been the first
president of the ‘Lady Jockey’s Association’, Princess Anne was the second.
They had form and so it was that we had our patron.

Princess Anne came to the reception for the old timers in August 1990 con the
SS Great Britain along with her two minders, intending to stay for an hour.
While Anne circulated, | spoke with her suited minders with the bulges in
their jackets and who were on sandwiches and coffee.

| asked, “You must hate these events?”
“Oh no, we don’t like the official ones, these are ok”.

All the while, Anne was speaking with the old sailors who had come from
across the world accompanied by our President Captain Martin Lee of Passat
1946-48. | particularly remember her deep in conversation with the nearly
100 year old Frenchman Monsieur Duval in his native French. | had already
spoken with him and had written down the sailing ships he had been in and
remember, as | was writing, another old mariner leaned toward me and said,
“He is 100 years old and he does not wear spectacles”.
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This old, unassuming mariner had been a sea captain and later a pilot. When
flying in WW1, at some risk to himself, he avoided a large group of soldiers,
crashing his aircraft and getting injured in the process. For this action, he was
awarded the Légion d’Honneur - a keen-eyed person would notice his
modest lapel badge, only the size of a fingernail.

Anne, the Princess Royal, did more than just stay for the intended hour, she
stayed all afternoon enthralled by the stories of this band of Cape Horners
from across the world.

Chris Roche

Right: The venue of
the 1990 AICH World
Conference - SS Great
Britain in dry dock,
Bristol 2005, preserved
for exhibition as a
museum ship.

Photo by Matt Buck
€ CCBY-SA3.0

The SS Great Britain is a historic passenger steamship designed by the
renowned engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel. Launched in 1843, it was the
largest ship in the world at the time and the first to combine an iron hull with
a screw propeller, marking a major milestone in maritime engineering.

Originally intended for transatlantic service, the SS Great Britain made
voyages between Britain and New York, later serving routes to Australia. Over
her long life, she was used for various purposes, including as a troop ship and
a cargo vessel.

After being abandoned in the Falkland Islands in 1937, the ship was salvaged
and returned to Bristol—where she was originally built—in 1970. Today, the
SS Great Britain is preserved as a museum ship and a celebrated part of
Britain’s industrial heritage, attracting visitors from around the world.
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Sailing News In Brief

Vendée Globe 20225

Charlie Dalin won the race in a recdsteaking time of 64 day49 hours, 22
minutes and 49 seconds.S Q@S  abbik Hinflyeadyon page21. Among

the many noteworthy performancesrench sailoViolette Dorange, at 23
years old, became the youngester to complete the Vendée Globe. She
finished in25" place after 90 days, 22 hours and 37 minutes at sea, breaking
the previous record set by Alan Roura in 20R&mien Seguin, the French
sailor who was born without a left hand, is the first disabled sailor ever to finish
the race. He came home in Hlace.The final skipper to arrive back in Les
{lrofSa RQht2yyS gt+a .St3IAlLYy 5Sy™ma ¢
but finished outside the 2024 ranking having missed the race time limit by
some 24 hoursMany sailors have already declared their intentions to

compete in 2028 edition but Charlie Dalin is not yet one of them
www.vendeeglobe.org

Sail Training International 2025

Sail Training Internationhlasconfirmedthe confirmed host ports for The Tall
Ships Races 282The event will start in Le Havre, Francé {&" July). The
fleet will then sail to Dunkirk, France followed by Aberdeen, Scotland and
Kristiansand, Norway. The final port will be Esbjerg, Denm&r&$8 August).

https://sailtraininginternational.org/

Clipper Round the World Race 2826

The countdown is on to the ¥4edition of the Clipper Round the World Yacht
RaceThe202526 Race Crew from around the world amewill becrossing the
start linein Portsmouth UK, oBunday 3% August 2025The race route is
being finalised. www.clipperroundtheworld.com

Globe40 208-26

The 29 edition (organised by the Sirius Events compavhich isaffiliated to
the French Sailing Federatipstarts in September 2025The race will start
from Gadiz, Spairgo via Cabo Verde and the Cape of Good HAp&opover
at Réunion Islandin the Indian Ocearwill be welcomebefore headingto
Sydney.The skippers wilattempt to roundCape Hornn February or March

2026before heading to the finish in Lorient, France. www.globe40.com
Spring 2025 Cape Horner Journal
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Ocean Globe Rac&027

The next OGR is scheduled to start in September 2927 another opportunity for
sailors or woulébe sailors the opportunity tparticipate in a retrestyle, fully crewed,
FNRdzy R G§KS 62NI R NI OS® 2 S Qwdsocehnflobblack.dime

Global Solo Challenga

2027 will be the next edition of th&SCThere are alreadiwelve confirmed
entries. Race organiser Marco Nannini provides a concise sumohahe
202324 including the outcomes of all sixteskippershere:
https://globalsolochallenge.com/recagsc20232024-en/

www.globalsolochallenge.com

Always check théatest information from the official sources
before making your travel arrangements!

The Horizon Question, contd.

Standing on the famous White Cliffs of Dover, which rise about 350 feet
above sea level, on a clear day, we can see a significant distance across the
English Channel to France.

Using the same formula:
Distance to the horizon (in miles) = 1.23 x Vheight (in feet)
For 350 feet:

e Distance = 1.23 x V350

e =123x18.71

e =23 miles

So, from the top of the cliffs, you can see the horizon about 23 miles away.
The shortest crossing of the Channel to France is around 21 miles, so from
Dover, we can easily spot the French coast on a clear day!
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Because It’s There - Molly B at Cape Horn

Pete Hogan built his own 30 foot Tahiti Ketch, named
her Molly B and went ocean sailing. Not only is the story
of his adventures an interesting one but, as an artist by
profession, he also treats us to some amazing images.
What follows is an excerpt from his book ‘The Log Book
of Molly B” which tells of the thrills and spills as here, he
attempts a rounding of Cape Horn.  -Ed.

Molly B turned to the south heading for Cape Horn at the end of week five.
Soon we are crossing the 50 degree south latitude line. In the southern ocean
this is known as the screaming fifties. Now Molly B is on the small-scale chart
which | have of the tip of South America. The waves build up with the wind
and now and then break across the deck. The most common rig combination
now is the reefed mizzen and storm jib. Every now and then the waves will
catch the thin plywood vane of the self-steerer and snap it off where it is
attached to the stainless holder. | have a replacement ready and cleverly
make a smaller version for use in heavy weather. Big southern ocean rollers
occasionally result in a complete knockdown as Molly B spews around
broadside and gets caught in the breaking crest of a wave.

The first time this happens a lot of water comes spouting in through the
companionway hatch and on to the chart table. | fear that the radio and GPS
could be immersed in water. | solve this little problem by covering them in
plastic!

| rarely now spend much time on deck. | rush out to change the rig or sails,
adjust the ropes, check for chafe or something working itself loose. When |
do this | wrap up well in two of everything. Two sets of pants, two oilskins,
two safety harnesses, a damp towel around my neck, a woolly hat and rubber
boots. | clamber up on deck into the slipstream, make sure | am well hooked
on, close the hatch behind me and do what | have to do. | winch in a few
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inches of jib, tighten down on the kicker of the mizzen, adjust the self-steerer
slightly, stow an errant trailing line. | do a quick check on the foredeck and
rigging and dash below again before a wave breaks. The boat is like a sealed
bottle or maybe even a submarine.

We are approaching the west coast of Chile as we head south for Cape Horn.
But | do not want to get too close to this potential lee shore before we reach
the correct southern latitude. Molly B is slightly out of control as she makes
her approach. | have to tack downwind as | position Molly B to go around
Cape Horn. libing is not easy in the high winds. As the boat turns dead
downwind the storm jib slams from side to side with incredible force. It's a
bit like a giant whiplash which puts a great strain on the sail, the mast and
the forestay. | am sure one of them will go. At the same time | am steering,
having disconnected the self-steerer and have to jibe the mizzen. This
involves releasing the vang, pulling in on its boom so it will not hit the self-
steerer. Then | pull in on its topping lift to raise the boom. Next pulling in on
the sheet | cause it to jibe. The boat spews around on a wave and takes up
its new course. | reconnect the self-steerer and the vang. | then bring the jib
across and adjust the sheets. We are off on a new tack downwind. The waves
break all round striking Molly B on the stern quarter. | get it wrong once and
jibe against the boom vang. BANG.

The mizzen boom breaks in two as it pulls against its preventer. Almost a
day’s work goes into splicing the boom back together with some spare wood
and nuts and bolts. The water is everywhere, finding holes and dribbles in
the fibreglass which | never imagined existed. They drip down on me as | lie
on the bunk. Everything is damp. The boat crashes onward, the waves rolling
right over it. | take the spray dodgers off to give the waves an unobstructed
passage across the decks. It is very tiring to do anything other than lie on the
bunk. | rarely bother to look out at the horizon. The ice is supposed to be to
the south. Molly B tacks downwind in a broad fairway on the pilot chart
between the land and the ice line on the chart. Eating is the high point of the
day. That lasts for about five minutes. | cook up a big mess of rice, potatoes
or spaghetti once every two days. The leftovers last for the following day. |
wolf the food down straight out of the pan, burning my mouth in the process
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and collapse on the bunk to sleep it off. Molly B crashes onwards to the
south.

At the end of the sixth week Molly B had run a distance of 881 miles for the
week and most of that under storm jib alone. This was the best week’s run |
was ever to do on Molly B. But record week’s runs were not really on my
mind at that stage. Cape Horn was 329 miles away to the south east. In three
days | could expect to round Cape Horn.

This was how it transpired. The barometer was dropping. The sea turned an
icier colour and the number and types of birds increased. The islands of
southern Chile were near. In the afternoon a hazy sun came out with a
‘mackerel” sky, indications of approaching bad weather. The wind built up
over the afternoon. | reduced sail. First the mainsail came down, and then
the jib got replaced by the storm jib. Around midnight as Molly B screamed
along | dropped the reefed mizzen leaving the tiny storm jib to react with the
self-steerer as we crashed along. The strain on the forestay was extreme. |
could not reduce sail any further. It was a sleepless night. In the morning a
breaking wave carried away the plywood vane. | replaced it with the smallest
vane | had. I had a big breakfast, like a gladiator getting ready for battle. A tin
of apricots, ham and eggs, fried bread (an Irish delicacy) coffee and biscuits
with peanut butter and marmalade. At noon | was 220 miles away from the
Horn. The barometer was still dropping and the sea building up. I ran on
under storm jib making a steady 6.5 knots with the tiny sail. Occasionally the
hull would attempt to surf and the waves run clear over the cabin. |
catnapped in my oilskins putting on a second set when going on deck. It was
an anxious time. How much worse could it get was the question | kept asking
myself. Molly B was now pretty much out of control as she ran downwind.
The jib at times would crack from side to side putting a huge strain on the
forestay and mast. The whole boat shook when it did this. The self-steerer
worked overtime, often completely underwater except for its faithful vane.
By adjusting the self-steerer to bring Molly B more across the wind | could
stop the jib from flapping back and forth.

Cape Horn was now 95 miles away. Diego Ramirez Island, a small outlying
reef, was some 60 miles distant and Molly B was about to pass over an
underwater shelf where the depth changes from the 2,000 meters of the
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south Pacific up to the shallow reef running out from the tip of South
America. This is one of the main reasons Cape Horn is so dangerous. | planned
to pass in between Diego Ramirez and the Horn. The barometer was still
dropping. The storm was now probably at its peak. At times we recorded
speeds of up to eight knots just with the storm jib. There was a strong current
sluicing through between Cape Horn and Antarctica. | stood in the
companionway looking at the overworked self steerer. | skipped between the
chart, the GPS and the barometer. The jib whipped back and forth and the
waves broke over the cabin. ‘Something’s got to give,” | thought. There was
little I could do. | felt like a man locked in a barrel heading down river to roll
over Niagara Falls.

By late afternoon Molly B was very near to Diego Ramirez Island but | never
saw it in the fading light. | had other things on my mind. Twice Molly B was
knocked down by breaking waves, the mast at least horizontal with the
water. Perhaps it was the disturbed sea caused by the underwater shelf. |
was kept busy replacing the vane on the self-steerer. With less than 60 miles
to go to the Horn | began to feel more confident. ‘It’s in the bag,’ | thought. |
did some calculations. It looked as though Molly B was going to sail past Cape
Horn in the night. ‘It would be nice to see it,’ | thought. Having come all this
way. | decided to try and heave to by using the mizzen sail to hold the bow
into the wind. | dropped the jib. | hauled up the flapping reefed mizzen
hoping that it would hold the bow into the wind. But in the space of about
five minutes it simply flapped itself to pieces. | decided to try laying ahull with
no sails up. I lashed the tiller, secured everything on deck and went below. |
was standing around in the cabin, getting the feel of the boat under this new,
sail-less, condition and preparing to take off my oilskins.

It was dark in the cabin and | was
holding a flashlight in my hand.
Suddenly and without warning and
with  an almighty WHOOSH
followed by a huge BANG, with the
impact of an express train, a wave
hit the side of Molly B. Over she
went and | found myself calmly
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walking up along the hookcases on the port side of the cabin.

Everything went quiet as Molly B reached the top of her roll. There was a
moment of stillness as | looked about with the flashlight in my hand. At the
companionway | could see the water spurting in through the hatch like it
used to do on sinking submarines in movies on TV. Forward | noted that the
mast was at an odd angle. Then I realized the boat was upside down. Then
slowly, like a heavy, steady pendulum the hull righted itself. Molly B had
turned turtle but had come back up on the side she went over. It was not a
360 capsize. There was a terrible mess down below but | immediately went
topsides to check everything. The masts were still standing. My first thought
was to get us sailing again.

There was no reason why another wave should not come along, hit us
sideways and turn the boat over again. And this time with me on deck. Then
I notice that the main stay of the mast had sheared somehow. | tried securing
it but could not unravel the twisted rigging in the dark. | then discovered that
the sacrificial safety tube of the self-
steering paddle had sheared. The boat
must have lurched violently to the
side. It’s a big job to replace the
paddle. So no self-steering. | grabbed
the tiller and started steering through
the spin drift, running downwind
under bare poles and taking the waves
on the quarter.

| steered all night, crossing the reef between Cape Horn and Diego Ramirez.
A full moon came up. It was very heautiful, the silver sky turning the clouds,
waves, boat and myself into the same ghost white like silhouette. There did
not seem to be much danger as long as | kept steering and pointing the stern
of Molly B into the oncoming rollers. It got cold. | piled on the sweaters and
woolly hats. | ran a line from the tiller through blocks so | could steer from
the shelter of the companionway. | got tired. | shook my head and stamped
my feet and kept steering. By early the next morning it seemed that the seas
had become more regular and less threatening. There was not much sign of
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the wind abating. Perhaps in the northwest wind we were getting some
shelter from the land. I lay down and had a catnap.

When | awoke things seemed a lot better. | found a shackle and some tools.
| unravelled the rigging and got the mainmast stay set up again. I replaced
the tube on the self-steerer. This was no easy task as it involved climbing out
over the stern to get at the vane mechanism. | hoisted the storm jib. Then
with the dawn fully over | looked up to the north and saw in the distance the
faint grey shape of the most famous and most feared headland in the world,
Cape Horn.

| was exhausted. | slept a bit more then got up. Cape Horn was still there. The
sea was in a confused lumpy state. | tried motoring towards Cape Horn to get
a better look. There was a strong current pushing Molly B to the east and |
made little progress in the lumpy sea. | slept some more, did further repairs,
slept, repaired and so on. To do even the simplest thing was exhausting. The
mizzen boom had again been broken. The mainsail, furled on its boom, had
burst beyond repair by the force of the knockdown. | bent on the spare. The
wind continued to ease off and gave two days of respite in which to recover.
| thought of heading for the Falkland Islands to regroup and repair. Then |
decided to keep going.

[ lit the stove. | put some of Micaela’s music on the ghetto blaster — Yothu
Yindi, an aboriginal rock group. | looked around at the confusion of the cabin,
this thing | had built. Tools all over the place, books, charts, blankets, clothes,
food, bits of string. My whole idiotic world. Cape Horn was on the distant

horizon. And | broke down and | cried, a sort of a happy cry.
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His first book, ‘The Log Book of Molly B’ was written and richly illustrated
by Pete Hogan, sailor and professional artist.

250 page paperback, ISBN-13 978-1-908308-21-4

Pub. 2012 by The Liffey Press, Ireland.

For more information on Pete and his work, see www.phogan.com

2
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The Brenhilda

The Brenhilda, pictured on this journal’s back cover, was a British sailing
barque built in 1874 in Glasgow, operating on long-haul routes connecting
the UK with destinations like Calcutta, Australia, New Zealand, and South
America. By the 1890s, the iron-hulled vessel came under the management
of Ferguson & Letham. Though not widely known in modern maritime lore,
the Brenhilda gained recognition in 1902 for a remarkable feat, reportedly
completing a westward rounding of Cape Horn in just 5 days and 1 hour —
an extraordinary achievement in the age of sail.

At the helm during this daring passage was Captain James Learmont, a
mariner celebrated for his exceptional skill under sail. Learmont's reputation
was forged in moments of high peril, including an incident aboard the
Bengairn in the treacherous Tasman Sea, where he masterfully saved his
ship after its coal cargo dangerously shifted during a storm.

She was fully square-rigged on all three masts and 100% powered by wind.
Her iron hull was cutting edge at the time (1874) offering greater strength
and durability compared to earlier wooden hulls.

Although detailed records of the Brenhilda’s record voyage are sparse, her
story — and that of her steadfast captain — stands as a testament to the
grit and mastery of the last great sailing era.

A few details:

Tonnage Length Breadth Depth
1393 grt/1320 nrt 240ft4in 36ft8in 22ft3in
Spring 2025 Cape Horner Journal
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Sailors’ Finger Rings and Amputations

After receiving an email from the Society for Nautical Research, | found myself
wandering on the Internet into their forum and spent many hours reading
interesting topics such as this one on finger rings. Many thanks to the
contributors at https://snr.org.uk/snr-forum/ -Ed.

B PR AR PR AR AR PR PR P

Sam Willis:

I’m currently doing some work on the Armada and the number of beautiful
finger rings discovered in the wrecks has got me thinking. Rings are very un-
sailorly things to wear because of the obvious chance of accident and severe
finger damage. Has anyone come across any references to sailors suffering
finger injury because they were wearing a ring? Or any references to or
images of finger amputation because of ring injury? | bet that, when on board
ship, rings were not allowed.

Frank Scott:

When serving in modern sail training ships | was very hard line on this and
forbade rings because of the risk that they became caught up in ropes or
rigging, resulting in the loss of a finger, or that appalling finger injury that is
delightfully known as ‘gloving’. Although | cannot recall any formal
prohibitions in the naval regulations of my time, the risks were well known,
and engineers were actively discouraged from having them. | doubt that
there are any merchant ship records of such ‘minor’ injuries, but there might
be something in the medical reports from warships of the Victorian era, for
whom recordkeeping became a serious issue.

Chris B:

My first tall ship as ‘voyage crew’ was Sir Winston Churchill. We sailed around
the Outer Hebrides. All was placid, serene, calm and beautiful. We even
visited Fingal's Cave — playing the inevitable music at the entrance. Our goal
was to reach St. Kilda — which was my reason for being on board. But the
calm weather did not last. We were to be baptised into tall ship sailing by
heeling over in a force 7/8, what a lumpy sea. We were a mixed bunch of
youngsters (late teens and 20s) and oldies in their 50s like me. Some of us
spent the daylight hours leaning over the side, strapped on, feeding the fish.
One unfortunate oldie donated his false teeth to the exercise — on the voyage
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crew track chart this event was depicted as a dolphin leaping out of the
water, as they do, with a full mouth of pearlies.

| digress. Eventually we reached 5t. Kilda. The dotty boat (RIB?) was launched.
We queued patiently to climb into it despite the call of the Puffin Pub being
just across the hard. Strict instructions were issued that when sitting in the
boat to NOT catch one’s fingers between Sir Winston's hull and the dotty
boat/RIB.

We had on board one lovely couple in their 60s. They were celebrating some
kind of anniversary. The husband climbed down and got in OK. He was
followed by his less than agile wife. She had a wedding ring on. Then likely
heing a first time sailor she grabbed the side of the dotty boat for stabhility.
This then scraped along the side of the neighbouring hull rolling her ring
finger with it. Her finger did not break off, nor did it ‘glove.’ But it bent the
ring and scraped her skin off to the bone. BIG emergency. Well we all got
onto the Island and went exploring, we even found that the pub was open
complete with souvenir shop. Meanwhile air sea rescue has been scrambled
from Inverness (or somewhere far distant). So after our exploring we then
had the excitement (for us) of watching the helicopter swoop over the
harbour, circle around, and then land on the hard. Afterwards they said that
it wasn’t often they got to called to St. Kilda and implied that this might even
be a first. So the said lady was whisked off to hospital, maybe to Inverness (I
forget), along with her husband — right? Well, actually no. He elected to
continue the voyage with the rest of us. Apparently he visited his wife in
hospital when we got back to the mainland. We wondered what sort of
anniversary they were celebrating?!

The ring-finger-hook-up was also apparent in the helicopter world. In the FAA
the helicopter for small ships was the Wasp. There were foldout doors
around the engine gearbox unit upon which the servicing crew stood to do
their work, about ten feet off the deck. A convenient handhold for
dismounting was a frame which held the winch motor. This had several bolts
with castellated nuts, secured in place with split pins. During one helicopter
servicing period, | asked an engineer why he was wearing a pair of latex work
gloves. He had left his ring behind, and a bit of his digit, when he jumped
down from an earlier job. Unfortunately, his protective glove was absolutely
no use and the same thing happened again. Personally | never wear any
ornaments when | am working on aircraft, cycling, sailing, flying, or any other
physical activity.
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