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Record-breaking Thomas Colville and his French crew aboard the 32m foiling trimaran
Sodebo Ultim 3 rounding Cape Horn. The new record set off Ouessant, off the coast of Finistere,
was 40 days, 10 hours and 45 minutes.  Photo credit: Team Sodebo/PPL
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STORIES AND THE LEGACY OF CAPE HORN
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston: President IACH
Jean-Luc Van Den Heede: Vice President IACH

TACH ANNUAL LUNCH
SAT 7 NOVEMBER 2026

ROYAL MARITIME HOTEL ¢ Portsmouth * 1230 for 1330

Cabo de Hornos
55°58'S
67°15'W

* Speakers to be announced ¢ Cost: £60 per head incl wine

* Discounted Room rates * Booking Page open from 30 April
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Dee Caffari: Chasing Jules Verne

When Dee Caffari left PE college =
in her early twenties, she might
reasonably have expected a

steady, lifelong career in the
classroom. What she could not

have imagined was that her time o
as a schooleacher would be |

brief—just five years—and that /- |
she would instead carve out a '; \ F‘i
place as one of the world’s most Dee Coffari  ©The Famous Project CIC
accomplished ocean sailors. Since

then she has circumnavigated the globe seven times and built a reputation
for resilience, leadership, and sheer determination. Her latest venture has
taken her to the cutting edge of offshore racing as co-skipper of the 103-foot
Ultim trimaran IDEC Sport, in an attempt on the Jules Verne Trophy, awarded

for the fastest non-stop circumnavigation of the planet.

There are several excellent interviews on YouTube—maost notably with Matt
Sheahan and other leading sailing commentators—in which Dee recounts the
story of this extraordinary campaign. They are well worth seeking out, but
here we’'ll try to replay some of the major moments from the 57 days, 21
hours and 20 minutes it took for this international team of eight women to
complete a non-stop circumnavigation of the planet. Astonishing though it
sounds, none of the eight sailors had previously taken a multihull around the
world and only a handful had ever faced the full force of the Southern Ocean.

The start from Brest was a bruising one: hard upwind in a horrible sea state—
conditions that, as it turned out, would bookend the entire voyage. Early on,
the team faced a major setback with the halyard-lock system. For three days
they wrestled with the implications, taking advice, weighing whether to
divert to Cape Town, turn back altogether, or press on with a boat that was
no longer at 100%. After so many months of preparation, and with sponsors,
supporters and a global audience behind them, these were not decisions to
be taken lightly. Dee later described this period as ‘the hardest experience of
the whole trip"—not the storms, not the Southern Ocean, but the emotional
strain of choosing to continue when the boat was compromised.

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
-5-



There were other moments of deep reflection. Passing Point Nemo—the
most remote place on the planet—brought back the loss of John Fisher in
2018, a reminder of the risks that offshore sailors carry with them. At another
point, a drifting net wrapped itself around a foil. The crew managed to clear
it, only to discover much later that the tip of the foil had sheared off entirely.

After the Doldrums, the South Atlantic delivered a hammering. As Dee put it,
‘the last 1,000 miles were the hardest of the whole trip, a relentless
combination of sea state, wind angle and fatigue. Yet the priority never
changed: ‘The important thing was to finish.’

Even under reduced sail, the old non-foiling boat—nineteen years behind the
technology of Thomas Coville’s Sodebo—still tore along at 15-18 knots on
the wing mast alone, though the motion was brutal. With just 24 hours to go,
they endured a terrifying angle of heel and a near-capsize that could have
ended everything. Somehow, the boat came back under control, and they
pushed on and finished, exhausted but victorious.

IDEC Sport returns to Brest, 26" Jan 2026 =~ © TJV_20260126_FamousProject CIC

Above, the team: Skipper Alexia Barrier (Fr), Co-Skipper Dee Caffari (UK) and crew
Annemieke Bes (Ned), Rebecca Gmur-Hornell (Sw), Deborah Blair (Aus),
Molly LaPointe (USA), Tamara Echegoyen (Sp) and Stacey Jackson (Aus).
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On being interviewed, the question inevitably arose: would Dee go round the
world again? Her answer was characteristically honest. ‘I can’t lie,” she said.
If the momentum were there, if the opportunity arose and she was needed,
she would go again—though next time she would want to step up to a newer,
more competitive boat. ‘We’ve had a practice lap,’ she added. ‘Now we
need to do it for real.’

This latest all-women’s attempt has also reignited the conversation about
women’s participation in offshore sailing. In the 1989-90 Whitbread, Maiden
proved what was possible, but there was no long-term plan to build on its
success. In the 2014-15 Volvo Ocean Race, all-women Team SCA advanced
the cause once more. Later, rule changes helped incentivise mixed-gender
Crews.

Dee is clear that the best sailing she has ever done has been in mixed teams,
where men and women bring out the best in each other. But this
circumnavigation—eight women, none of whom had previously taken a
multihull around the world—has added a new chapter. It has shown what is
possible when opportunity, ambition and belief align.

In the end, their circumnavigation was far more than a record attempt. It
became a demonstration of resolve, composure and collective strength—
eight women, drawn from different nations and backgrounds, proving what
can be achieved when opportunity meets determination. They returned to
Brest battered, sleep-deprived and carrying the scars of a hard-driven boat
yet also carrying something far more powerful: the knowledge that they had
done what few sailors, male or female, will ever experience. For Dee, it was
another chapter in a career defined by courage and quiet leadership; for the
younger sailors, it was a gateway to futures they could scarcely have
imagined. And for the sport itself, it was a reminder that progress comes not
from grand statements but from those who simply step forward, take the
helm and show the way. Their ‘practice lap’, as Dee called it, may now be
complete—but its legacy is only just beginning.

i IDEC Sport in numbers: 31.5 m/103 ft long; 74 ft wide; 15 tons;

E mast height 33.5 m/110 ft; draught 5.5 m/18 ft; sail area upwind 400 sq

i m/4,305 sq ft; sail area downwind 678 sq m/7,300 sq ft; top speed 40

i knots (74 km/h or 46 mph in ideal conditions)

_________________________________________________________________
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‘We’ve had a practice lap. Now we need to do it for real.’

Route Map Courtesy of The Famous Project CIC
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From the Chairman

Dear Cape Horners, Associates and Friends,

As always there is a lot going on in the background and | just want to thank the
Committee for all their efforts.

We have an exciting focus going forward, which is the IACH International Ocean
Safety Symposium in Autumn 2027.

An international steering committee has been established for this purpose, and
I would like to express my sincere thanks for their generous commitment. They
have now met twice to advance what is a very ambitious project.

We have also initiated an Al project in parallel to generate the legacy element
of the Symposium, which has the potential to make a significant ongoing
contribution to ocean safety. More will be announced later. We have aimed for
26™ October as the decision point as to whether we have the sponsorship,
location etc in place. The Objective, Vision Statement and draft topics follow on
pages 12-13.

It will be a significant challenge raising the sponsorship required, along with the
cost and complexities of organising. However, it will be an international event
tackling subjects, which aim to improve safety at sea for all. In addition, it will
help increase our exposure and attract more international members,

To ensure that the IACH carries no financial liability for the event, we are
establishing a separate company limited by guarantee to manage and deliver
the project.

To support the Symposium and and help encourage new members we will
redevelop the website giving it a much more exciting and modern feel and
operation. We would plan to offset the website cost with any profits the
symposium makes and, in addition, from a generous annual sum each year, that
has been given by a member, who does not want any publicity. You know who
you are. We are very grateful.

News of a new Jules Verne Challenge record circumnavigation via Cape Horn set
by Thomas Coville and his French team aboard Sodebo Ultim 3 on 257 January
this year provides a timely reminder for members to nominate their favourite
Cape Horner for the 2026 Cape Horn Hall of Fame awards.

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
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Public nominations for this year's intake of Cape Horners Hall of Fame closes on
30" April. That's time enough to include the winners of the Globe40, the 2-man
round the world race expected to finish off Lorient just before the deadline.

There is still a lot of change occurring for our Hall of Fame partners in Les Sables
d’Olonne (LSO). The municipal elections finish on 22™ March 2026 when we will
see whether Nicolas Chénéchaud, who | have met, remains as Mayor. LS50 have
indicated they wish to host us again this year, but we may not know until the
end of April.

It is important for us to support the Hall of Fame awards and | encourage every
member to submit nominations by 30® April, as requested.

The first notice to members for the Annual Lunch on 7" November has been
circulated. The programme will include the International Ocean Safety Award
sponsored by Ocean Safety Ltd and The Pindar IACH Lifetime Achievement
Award. Get your old crewmates and friends together, the more the merrier.

Our quest for new members continues through our Partnerships and word of
mouth. We have welcomed 37 new members in the last 12 months. We would
also value your ideas on how we can bring even more benefits to you, our
members. In particular, we want you to have a voice and to feel encouraged to
take part in our activities and events. Those who responded to the recent survey
about 'The Cape Horner' expressed a high level of satisfaction with
different aspects of the association’s journal. Our sincere thanks to everyone
who took the time to share their views and offer such thoughtful suggestions.

| hope that all the changes/improvements and the Symposium 27 project have
encouraged you all to think — can | help? Even encouraging one new member
makes a difference!

As always, | would ask you to consider volunteering for roles on the Committee.
We are continually looking for new blood to bring fresh energy and, importantly,
to help us plan for succession. We carry a responsibility for a remarkable
historical legacy and for maintaining the association as a home for our ‘very
special group of sailors’. | am very happy to speak with anyone who may be
interested. There is no obligation to join the Committee. We are particularly
looking for someone with digital/social media skills. We also still need an
indexer who can create an index for recent journals.

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
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My last point is on sponsorship. We had some success in gaining sponsorship for
the Hall of Fame last year and we hope this will continue this year. We need to
try and attract more sponsorship, in particular for website development and the
2027 Symposium. If you have any ideas or indeed contacts in this area | would
be most grateful. Again, | thank all our sponsors for their generous support.

The Committee, with the active support and help of both Sir Robin and lean-
Luc, and our new international symposium steering committee are keen to keep
moving and developing the association. Thank you for your support.

The rest of 2026 will be very busy with a Hall of Fame possibly in September in
Les Sables d'Olonne and the Annual Lunch on 7" November, along with
preparation for the International Ocean Safety Symposium in 2027,

The future is challenging and exciting !

Archie S N ?
INTERNATIONALASSOCIATION

Archie Fairley

Cape Horners

Chairman, IACH SEYSE°5 /6715 W

e e e & & & & & &
The Cape Hornerreadarchived copiesnline at

https://capehorners.org/journafarchive/

THE CAPE HORNER THE CAPE HORNER

[ i

THE CAPE HORNER
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International Ocean Safety Symposium 2027

Steering Committee

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston (UK); Stan Honey (USA); Dilip Donde (India);
Skip Nowvak (USA); Tapio Lehtinen (Fin); Roger Nilson (SWE); Richard du Moulin
(USA); Alistair Hackett (UK); Philip Baum (RSA); Barry Pickthall (Coord.);
Archie Fairley (Coord. and Chairman).

Objective

“The International Association of Cape Horners (IACH) is to host an Ocean
Safety Symposium in the Autumn of 2027. The objective is to draw together
the unigue experience of heavy weather sailing and ocean safety from within
our international membership and couple this with expert knowledge and
latest research from meteorologists and oceanographers, together with

experts in climate change and the growing threats from Orca whales and ocean
flotsam.

Our plan is then to preserve and structure this unique concentration of hard-
won seamanship experience and safety culture into an accessible, interactive
online reference to foster a global safety ethos of accountable leadership,
open incident learning, and judgement-based preparedness that outlives
individual voices.”

Vision Statement

The International Association of Cape Horners holds something no other
organisation can match: a rare concentration of lived human experience—
earned in real storms, real risk, and real moments of judgement. Its value is
immense. The challenge is ensuring this wisdom remains alive and accessible
long after individual voices fall silent.

Most safety guidance focuses on equipment and rules. We aim for something
deeper: to help future sailors understand how experienced seafarers think —
what they notice first, what quietly worries them, where confidence becomes
complacency, and how judgement shifts under pressure, fatigue, or isolation.

Our vision is to preserve the collective insights of the IACH so they can guide

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
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sailors of the future without requiring anyone to be present or “on call,’ not to
replace training or mentorship, but to complement them with a structured,
humane archive of real experience.

Imagine a sailor asking:

= What usually goes wrong before conditions turn extreme?

= What dangers do seasoned sailors consistently underestimate?

= What mistakes happen in the first minutes after abandoning ship?

The answers would be grounded in lived stories—revealing patterns, cautions,
and nuance rather than rigid rules.

This reference will speak in human language, acknowledge uncertainty, and
combine sea-earned judgement with modern research. It will also shine a clear
light on repeated, preventable tragedies—encouraging openness, evidence,
and learning instead of secrecy or blame.

Above all, this vision respects tradition and consent. It does not invent or
instruct; it preserves and honours judgement so that the hard-won wisdom of
Cape Horners continues to guide and protect sailors for generations to come.

Location To be decided

Topics List

1. Ocean Threats to yachts: Orcas, shipping containers etc
2. Lessons from Sinking

3. Climate Change/World Weather Patterns

4, QOcean Pollution

5. Preparation

6. Latest Safety Products

7. The increased rescue callouts over time and why?
8. MOB - include experiences and how NOT to

9. What happens when you send out a Mayday?

10. Emerging General Construction problems

11. Medical Issues

12 Shine the light on avoidable death and injury incidents
13. Results of an Al pilot project to achieve the Vision

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
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Global Solo Challenge 2027 Builds Momentum in Vigo

By Barry Pickthall

The gathering held on 28" February at the Real Club Nautico de Vigo brought
together skippers from the first edition of the Global Solo Challenge, sailors
preparing their campaigns for the 2027-2028 race, representatives of
maritime institutions and local authorities, and members of Galicia’s vibrant
sailing community.

The multitude of languages spoken and presence of sailors from Europe,
North and South America and Asia gave an international vibe. Skippers who
had already completed — or attempted — the solo circumnavigation in 2023-
2024 alongside those preparing their projects for the next edition created a
unigue exchange of experience, while the participation of regional authorities
and sailing organisations reinforced the race’s place within the maritime
landscape of Galicia.

The event also offered the rare opportunity for many of the skippers from the
inaugural 2023-2024 edition to meet again after their journeys around the
world. For sailors who had spent months alone at sea facing the same storms,
equipment failures and moments of uncertainty, the gathering in Vigo felt as
much like a reunion as a formal ceremony — a chance to reconnect, reflect
on their voyages and look ahead to the next chapter of the challenge.

n ‘.
| 4 '

Left: Marco Nannini {GSC Roce Organiser) presents the winner's trophy to Philippe Delamare
(FR). Right: IACH Chairman Archie Fairley presents a Cape Horners’ burgee to Ronnie Simpson
{UsA). Photos: © Marta Dominguez
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Back: Louis Robein (FR), Ronnie Simpson (USA), Archie Fairley IACH Chairman, David

Linger (USA), Riccardo Tosetto (IT), Philippe Delamare (FR).
Front: Marco Nannini (GSC Race Organiser), Andrea Mura (IT), Alessandro Tosetti (IT),
Francois Gouin (FR) Photo: © Marta Dominguez

IACH Chairman, Archie Fairley, attended the event in Vigo and formally
presented the Cape Horners’ burgee to the Global Solo Challenge skippers
who successfully rounded Cape Horn during their circumnavigation.

For ocean sailors, rounding Cape Horn under sail remains one of the most
symbolic milestones in offshore sailing. The recognition by the
International Association of Cape Horners underlined the historic
significance of that achievement and welcomed the GSC sailors into the
small community of navigators who have faced the legendary cape in the
Southern Ocean.

Membership of the IACH is only £20
Please tell your crewmates aimterestedfriends.

https://capehorners.org/becoming-member/
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Sailing News in Brief

Globe40202526

Having left Valparaiso on #&ebruary, the sailors had brillidptclearweather

when rounding Cape Horn on'2@nd 28". Congratulations to the new Cape
Horners! The final stage from Recife, Brazil to Lorient, France of this round the
world doublehanded race stagd on Sunday, 29 March. The fleet is
expected to arrive approx. TApril. www.globe40.com

Jules Verne Trophyrecord Beaten

Sodebo Ultim 3ed by French skipper Thomas Coville set a new record of 40
days 10 hours 45 minutes 50 seconds making this the fastest ever sailing lap of
the planet. www.tropheejulesverne.org/

S’g“j:debo : ! TROPHEE JULES VERNE
RECORD -
BATTU!

LA QUETE
P Ay A
ACCOMPLIE !

Sodebo Ultim 3 sets a new Jules Verne Trophy record of 40 days, 10 hours, 45 minutes, 50 seconds - phoio © Team Sodebo

Jules Verne anidihe Famous Project CIC
Until this voyage not even a single woman had been part of any crew
participating in the Jules Verne Trophy. Despite a headsail failure ®n 22
January, Skipper Alexia Barrier andSkipper Dee Caffari led their-&imale
crew round the world on the 103ft Maxi Trimardine Famous Project CIC
(formerlyIdec Sporxto make history in what is now an established reference
time of 57 days 21 hours 20 mins. Everything to play for ladies!
https://thefamousproject.io/

Mini Globe Race 2022026

Eleven happy sailors finished the inaugural Mcintyre Mini Globe Race in March

by returning to their port of departure, Antigua. Their journeys, with many

adventures on the way in the tiny 5.8m boats, took between-288 days.
www.minigloberace.com

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
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Golden Globe Race 2026

The 4" edition of this singlehanded, nemt o p , ‘“retro’ styl
starts on Sunday,®8September 2026 with a window for boats to start until
13"Sept ember 2026 . dirttheshreapreyious editidns ofi g
the GGR, only 21% of those sailors made it to the fi@stalifying voyages

are currently being completed. www.goldengloberace.com/

WorldSTAR 2025

This inaugural round the world race, organidedthe Royal Western Yacht
Club, Plymouth, is open to single or doubkended circumnavigation for
monohulls 3560ft, OPEN 60 class boats built before 2008. It starts at 1200 hrs
BST on Saturday, 2&eptember 2026 and sails eastward via the three Great
Capes. WWW.rwyc.org/worldstar/

Clipper Round the World Yacht Race 26265

The 14 edition of this fully crewed muklfieg circumnavigation finishes in July
2026. Because of the very light wind conditions and strict arrival deadlines in
Tongyeong, it was decided to abandon racing with a Stage 8 restart planned
for 14" March. www.clipperroundtheworld.com

The Tall Ships Races 2024th June2nd August)

If you visit the host ports of Aarhus (Denmark), Harlingen (Netherlands),

Antwerp (Belgium), Stavanger (Norway), Aalborg (Denmeamk)see these

training ships in port or in full saplease &areyour photoswith us.
https://sailtraininginternational.org/event/talishipsraces2026/

The Global Solo Challeag02728
The 29 edition of the GSC starts in August 2027 with its staggered departures
from Vigo, in Spain. www.globalsolochallenge.com/

Ocean Globe Race 202B

Scheduled to start in Europe in September 2027, tHee@lition of the OGR is
recruiting. I f you’re up for the ch
worl d race, t her e’ s swwiw.bckandlobemaee.cono s

Vendée Globe 20229

Applications have opened. Many sailors are interested but none have
registered yet. The ledition of the fouryearly Vendée Globe will start on
12" November 2028. The record to beat stands at 64 days 19 hours 22 minutes
49 seconds. https://www.vendeeglobe.org/

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
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Hall of Famea; Nominate Now!

By Barry Pickthall

News of a new Jules Verne Challenge record circumnavigation via Cape Horn
set by French the tearmboardSodebo Ultim Zkippered by Thomas Coville

on 25" Januaryprovides a timely reminder for sailing enthusiasts everywhere

to nominate their favourite Cape Horner for the 2026 Cape Horn Hall of Fame
awards.

The 32m foiborne trimaran crewed bBenjamin Schwartz, Frédéric Denis,
Pierre Leboucher, Léonard Legrand, and Guillaume Pirouelle set a new record
of 40 days, 10 hours, and 45 minutes, an average speed of 27.17 knots for the
28,315mile distance from Usimt around the three Great Capes and back.
That is 12 hours 44 mi nutsasingpeedduse r
record, set b\ DEC Spo#@ years ago.

Organised by the IACH and-sponsored by the French port of Les Sables
d’" Ol onne, Spinlock and Mclntyre Adv
intake of Cape Hornersclosesorf"¥®pr i | . That’' s ti me ¢
winner of the Globe40, the-Berson round the world race expected to finish

off Lorient just before the deadline. Nominations can include Cape Horners
past and present.

Click here for théominationForm( i f y ou’ r e rversiod)i ng t

An independent judging panel, led by Sir Robin Kiuhnston, which includes
10time solo circumnavigator Jedmuc van den Heede, Dee Caffari (UK)
American, Stan Honey and Captain Dilip Donde (the first Indian sailor to
complete a solo circumnavigation),ilishortlist fifteen nominations which

then go forward to be voted on by the entire IACH membership to select the
top 6 inductees. The awards ceremony is expected to be held in Les Sables
d’" Ol onne, France in SeptembeenGibber i n
solo nonstop round the world race.

Now in its 4 year, thel ACH Hall of Fantenours board lists fortgix famous

Cape Horners, the latest being French Vendée Globe Race winner Charlie Dalir
from France, multiple circumnavigator Paul Standbridge UK and South Africa,
photographer extraordinaire Rick Tomlinson (UK), and two outstend
women sailors, Isabelle Autissier (France) and Samantha Davies (UK).
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Circumnavigation Records

The IACH also maintain a definitive list of solo and reudtived
circumnavigations via Cape Horn which are availabiegw online

The total number since modern records began with Irishman COrioBr i e r
(who completed a Zrear circumnavigation from Dublin via the three Great
Capes in 1925 aboard his 42ft cruising y&dwirsg, has now reached 2,374

—an additional 169 names since last year. The latest IACH Register update lists
225 who have completed solo nestop circumnavigations, a further 157 have
made similar solo circles of the globe via Cape Horn with stops, and a
remarkable 1,992 have now done the same aboard crewed yachts.

The latest of these arthe 8-strong womensailors aboard the French Jules
Verne multihullThe Famous Project CéKippered Alexia Barrier, who set a
female circumnavigation record of 57 days, 21 hours, 20mins, a day
afterSodebo Ultim 3 s outri ght r e ¢ oDeal CaffaH @JK), c r
Annemieke Bes (Netherlands), Rebecca Gmur Hornell (Switzerland and New
Zealand), Deborah Blair (UK), Molly LaPointe, (USA and Italy) Tamara
Echegoyen (Spain) and Stacey Jackson (Austrati@mye names to consider

for the 2026 Cape Horn Hall of Fame!

NOMINATE NOW
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The Inaugural Mini Globe Race Ends

Having left Antigua in February 2025 and raced 24,000 miles solo
westabout around the globe, the first six finishers recently arrived back in
Antigua. Fifteen sailors, thirteen men and two women from eight
countries set out from the National Sailing Academy, Antigua, sailing
ALMA Class Globe 580 home-built 19ft plywood yachts.

Above: Saturday, 7" March - The winner of the Mcintyre Mini Globe Race was
Renaud Stitelmann (SUI) aboard Capucinette. He won every leg of the race and
established the first official race record at 180 days 11 hours 25 minutes and 57
seconds. Credit: Rob Havill / Mcintyre MGR2025-26

Don Mcintyre, MGR Founder was excited to see the fleet sail home:

‘This really is a momentous occasion for these sailors. The MGR is a classic
and challenging race and a very real adventure, not for the faint-hearted.
But it shows clearly that the human spirit has no bounds if the dream is
strong enough and a person believes in themselves. Our motto of
‘SMALL BOAT - HUGE ADVENTURE’ also reflects on the budget.
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It is not impossible for many sailors and the build is not too big, or too small!
It is just right. My idea for the MGR formed over about 40 years and | am the
first to agree that on paper it sounds crazy. But the ALMA Class Globe 580
one-design concept, that starts with euro 350 construction plans, is sound
and has now proven itself. Together with Polish yacht designer Janusz
Maderski, we have created the perfect little dream boat. Now we have active
builders in 37 countries and will have hundreds sailing very soon.’

The statistics are impressive for such small yachts, sailed under windvane
self-steering or by hand virtually all the way. The top speed recorded was
17kts and the best 24hr run was 219 miles by Keri Harris and Origami.

Extreme conditions in the Southern Ocean delivered 6-7 metre seas. While
most entrants experienced knockdowns at some point, the one-design
ALMA Globe 580s have proven themselves. None suffered structural
damage, rudder or keel issues and they are basically ready to go around the
world again. The Quantum sails performed well, but the material suffered
badly in the sun. Spreader issues needed constant attention and the electric
outhoards were at times failing but that was all.

Mcintyre

- & PLASTIMO

Records are being broken. Jasmine Harrison sailing Numbatou is about to
become the first British woman to circumnavigate the globe solo in the
smallest yacht. Pilar Pasanauis the first Spanish woman sailor to solo
circumnavigate and also in the smallest yacht. Josh Kali stands to set a
record for the smallest American-flagged yacht to circumnavigate solo or
otherwise. All this follows in the footsteps of the late John Guzzwell who in
1955—exactly 70 years before—set off in his home-built, 20ft timber yacht
Trekka, to sail solo around the world. Returning three years later he was the
first ever to do so. John passed away in 2024 at the age of 94, just weeks
after honouring the Mcintyre MGR team by accepting the role of Patron of
the ALMA Globe Class.

Erratum
Correction toCHJ8, New MemberAnt Steward
rounded Cape Horn aboaidelirious
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During the race, there was one man overboard incident involving 72 year
old Australian Eric Marsh. In fact, 17% October 2025 is a day that Eric is
unlikely ever to forget. At the time, Eric and Sunbear were approximately
70 miles from Mauritius and was experiencing many rain squalls. The
forecast was showing 20-25 knot easterly winds and a 2-3 metre sea.

At night on the foredeck, Eric was putting his spinnaker pole away when a
large wave swept him over the side and into the water. He was then
dragged by his tether and hampered by his auto-inflated lifejacket as he
struggled to get back on board.

After many energy-sapping attempts and hampered by his inflated jacket,
he was finally able to drag himself to the port quarter of the boat and climb
back onboard. 5till very shaken on his arrival at Port Louis, he reported,
‘I actually thought my life was going to end.”’

‘It was pretty bloody scary, | can tell you.” You can hear the trepidation in
Eric’s voice as he speaks of his ordeal:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueLaOgJO3GM

If you're thinking that the Mcintyre Mini Globe Race might be your next
challenge, the second edition is scheduled for 2029.

MCINTYNE

awvas . MiNi°GLOBE°RACEZ2025 o, 0

I L1 SINAIE OF OF PN yOCr
0 Gorow
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From the MemSec

The IACH welcomes the following Members:

Judy Knights — Toshiba Wave Warrior; Steve Rigby — Hofbrau Lager;

Eric Bellion — AHOY, Comme Un Seul Homme; Lassi Liimatainen — Galiana ;
Edward Danby — Lion New Zealand, Fisher & Paykel, ENZA, Club Med;

Malcolm MacVean — Veritas.

We would like to ask all members to do a one-time check of the Members’
Directory so that the vessel you rounded on as well as the date and year of your
rounding(s) are correct. To do this, you need to log in to the Members Section
of the website using the email address that you registered with.

For some longer-standing members, we have no email address. Without this,
the Members’ section of the IACH website cannot be accessed. This means that
voting for the Hall of Fame nominees and the opportunity to buy November
Annual Lunch tickets is not possible. If we do not have an email address for you,
could you please contact the Membership Secretary so that records can be
updated and access enabled.

Thank you, Pippa memsec@capehorners.org

The Tall Ships Races 2026

Stavanger » START
NORWAY Aarhus 24-27 June

& Aalborg Harlingen 3-6 July
Antwerp 11-14 July
O PENMARK Stavanger 22-25 July
Aarhis Aalborg 30 Jul

-2 Aug
FINISH

14 v Harlingen If you visit, you'll get
¥ THE NETHERLANDS some colourful and
' amazing  pictures.
Do share them with
The Cape Horner!

O Antwerp
BELGIUM
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Antwerp —'Frisco — 193 Days

By George M. Castle-Smith

The month was February and the year 1905. Having been duly fitted out in
Fenchurch Street with a sea chest and Crawford and Rowat’s cap badge?, |
crossed from Harwich to Antwerp where the 4-masted barque Port Stanley was
berthed in the Cat and Dyke dock. A vessel of 2,276 gross tons and a typical
carrier, she appeared well cared for and well found, despite all sorts of rubbish
lying about on deck. Belgian riggers were turning in various items of running and
standing rigging aloft and on deck. It was very cold.

-~ |

Port Stanley under sail, approx. 1905. State Library of South Australia, PRG 1373/17/82

I recall that having got my sea chest into the half-deck, | was at once told by my
shipmates that the tray in the chest fitted with a wash basin (in a round hole cut
out to take it) was quite useless, as the water would splash about all over one’s
clothes underneath. This was obviously true and the offending tray was
discarded forthwith.

When | joined, the vessel was fully loaded with a general cargo of chemicals,
coke and iron rails together with some spirits and liqueurs in the fore hold. Early

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
-25-



next morning, we were turned to by the second mate to shift ship and | shall
never forget handling those icy and uncompromising steel hauling lines. They
developed turns which fell over and skinned your shins and the lines themselves
numbed the hands. The crew now came aboard—18 all told and most in one of
a variety of states of intoxication. They proved a very mixed crowd including
Poles, Finns, Norwegians, an Italian, a Japanese and a Frenchman. Very few
appeared to have any possessions beyond the donkey's breakfast’ hook pot and
pannikin® supplied by the boarding house master. It was very soon that the ‘old
man’ was doing a roaring trade in the slop chest, selling the men very inferior
oilskins, sea boots, etc., at exorbitant prices. I think three outstanding characters
were Pierre the Frenchman, Cameron, a Blue Nose®, and Naogi, the Japanese.
They were magnificent seamen and could do any kind of work on deck or aloft.

We towed down the Scheldt and lay off Flushing, weather bound for two days,
during which time some hands were sent aloft to put to rights the bad work the
riggers had done. Among other things, | seem to remember that some of the
brace pendants were too long so that the yards could not be braced up sharp.
We were, however, very well found with any amount of wire rope, paint, etc.,
and carried three suits of sails. Against this, she was a very hungry ship and
before reaching the Line there was trouble on this account in the fo'c’sle. We
had suffered headwinds for several weeks, and much of the time were hove-to
under lower topsails.

One morning in the 4 to 8 watch when we were under topgallant sails, the wind
began freshening. The mate blew his whistle for the watch to shorten sail and,
as there was no response, went forward to find the reason. Upon opening the
door of the port fo'c’sle, he was greeted with a hail of empty bottles. Hurriedly,
he shut the door and went off to report to the ‘old man’. Both mates were then
sent forward to tackle the situation and on the way picked up the sailmaker,
carpenter and steward. They then went to the bosun's cabin but found him dead
drunk and locked him in.

They then proceeded to the forecastle and after a rough house put all the chief
offenders in irons including the bosun. They were then put down the lazarette.
It afterwards transpired that the men, led by the bosun, had got into the hold
and broached some of the cases of spirits—liqueurs included—and we're
drinking these neat out of pannikins.

Shortening sail took a long time and was carried out chiefly by the mates and us
boys from the half-deck with such members of the crew as were capable of going
aloft. Two days later, the men went aft to the break of the poop to see the ‘old
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man'. They complained of lack of food and the state of the ‘salt horse’ and pork.
Personally, | felt that they had every cause for complaint. As soon as the steward
opened a harness cask to extract a piece of meat, you were nearly knocked over
by the stench if you happened to be to leeward. The incident ended by the ‘old
man’ throwing two casks of meat over the side and promising the men more
‘cereals” which we never got. The men were released after two days in the irons
but the bosun was kept in ‘durance vile’® in the lazarette for six weeks, only
being allowed on deck for short spells of exercise.

At long last, we picked up the Trades and, having made a fair passage south, the
day came to change sail from our patched fair-weather canvas to a
comparatively new suit of sails. When nearing the Horn, lifelines were rigged
fore and aft from the poop to the half-deck and from the latter to the fo'c’'sle
head, all braces, buntlines, etc., being put up on pins in the rail. ‘Chips’ busied
himself inspecting all the hatch covers and slogging in new wedges with a
topping maul; this, as | saw later, was a vital precaution when we struck the first
Cape Harn ‘snorter’, the need for lifelines was apparent.

The waist of the ship was never clear of the sea and many times her decks
contained tons of water which surged from side to side with each roll. It was
now that we felt these iron rails in the ‘tween decks; the ship seemed very ‘dead’
and her rolling was bad. For weeks, we were headreaching under lower topsails
with decks constantly full up and nothing dry, even in the half-deck where we
always had some 3 inches of water slopping about the deck, despite constant
bailing. Neither of the two doors was tight and when a sea came inboard, it
spurted through the chinks with force.

It was during this spell that the Babcock passed us close to windward. An
American full-rigged ship, she was a grand sight under topgallantsails, going to
windward like a train, and with what appeared to be almost dry decks. We all
envied her no end. It appeared however that she was a ship of moods and when
the fit took her, nothing could persuade her to come about or even wear, she
would just lie in the trough of the sea and sulk. Other times, and for no known
reason, she was no trouble at all.

Wearing ship, | think everyone dreaded, with solid water in tons coming over
the rail, the mate shouting to the watch when he saw a sea coming and, taking
a turn with the brace around the pin in the rail and the watch half-drowned,
hanging on for dear life. Clearing up after she had been brought to, with braces
washing across the deck tripping the unwary and sending you sprawling into the
lee scuppers was no fun.
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Often there were no means of getting dry as the cook refused to have clothes in
the galley and where else could one dry them? Sometimes, there was an alleged
calm with no wind but a terrific sea running and the ship rolling her soul out; this
might last for as little as an hour or two, then back would come the gale without
any warning, and often with renewed intensity. While off the pitch of the Horn,
we always got a tot of grog after wearing ship and ‘burgoo’® for breakfast every
morning, otherwise there was no variation in our very scanty diet.

In this connection, the square-rigged seaman’s tag might well be quoted:
‘What's the use of growling when you know you get your whack, You've signed
it in the articles according to the Act. Oh, what's the use of growling when you
know you get your whack, Of Lime Juice and Vinegar according to the Act.”” The
trouble was you did not indeed get your whack; the clause in the articles ‘or
substitute at master’s option’ gave a scope for shady practice of which, | regret
to say, many masters took advantage. After about three weeks, we began to
notice green weed growing on deck and this finally grew to an appreciable
length which did not make getting about any easier.

Just before we got a slant and made sufficient westing to go round, it blew very
hard with snow squalls and all three topsails were blown out of her, also the
foretopmast staysail, so we rigged a tarpaulin in the weather jigger rigging to
keep her head up to the wind. This was only partially successful and
consequently we made very heavy weather of it.

One sea took the starboard lifeboat off the skids, through both bridge rails and
onto the port lifeboat where she brought up with a badly splintered bilge. Next
morning, all hands were turned to to send aloft and bend new topsails.

The cold was bad and those who had mitts passed them along the yard, sharing
them with those less fortunate, after they had got some feeling into their
numbed hands. | think if my memory does not play me false, we were some six
weeks before we made it, and all hands were thankful to reach more clement
weather. Two whistles (all hands on deck) were constantly sounded, meaning
that you lost part, if not all of your watch below; relief was great. Most of us by
now had sea cuts and sores from oilskins chafing our wrists and necks, besides
which this clothing was leaking badly and needed redressing with linseed oil. We
also wanted a hot sun in which to hang up our oilskins to dry.

As regards the ship herself, | must say | was amazed at the way she stood up to
the pounding, the damage being relatively small. One day when ‘Chips’ sounded,
he reported 18 inches of water in the well, but as far as | remember, this was
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due to a defective hatch covering which partially carried away and had to be
replaced with great difficulty—not an easy task with the ship rolling heavily and
shipping seas over either rail.

Not long after entering the Pacific, three hands developed scurvy | remember in
particular the poor old Frenchman named Pierre. What form, | asked him, did
the disease take? He pulled up one leg of his dungarees and invited me to press
his shin bone, this | did and the dent | made remained; the bone had become
quite soft; his teeth were also loose. All the sufferers were given, by way of a
cure, were extra lime juice and vinegar.

The sun and warmth and dry clothes were wonderful, as against these blessings
however, one had to contend with bugs—hungry ones which were ravenous
after lying dormant for so long in the cold weather of the southern latitudes. We
tried every device known to eliminate the blighters but to no purpose. You could
tack a strand of tarred rope round your bunk which the pests would not cross.
Unfortunately, the bug can think and consequently crawls up the bulkhead onto
the deckhead above the bunk and then lets go. Nor did tearing out the lining of
the half-deck and spraying with paraffin do any good; almost everything was
tried without any visible result. A hammock slung on deck was the best way to
obtain comfortable sleep.

Water was now getting very short but, providentially, we ran into some heavy
and prolonged rain, and the scuppers were plugged, the water collected and put
into the tanks. Weevils had also made their unwelcome appearance in the
hardtack; one held a biscuit on edge, tapping it on the table and at the same
time rotating it; this was supposed to get rid of the insects. Perhaps it did—at
least some fell out.

After a long and uneventful passage up the Pacific, we sighted the Faralon light
where we put our spring aboard a tug and were towed into San Francisco Bay,
dropping anchor off Alcatraz Island. While here, all the fo'c’sle hands jumped
ship. It was rumoured that this had been stipulated by the ‘old man’ and agreed
to by both watches upon the master promising not to take any action over the
broaching of the cargo. The scurvy cases were taken to the marine hospital. Two
recovered but old Pierre died. Thus ended a passage of 193 days and it was a
grand feeling to get ashore and again eat fresh food.

First printed in August 1956. Reproduced with permission, courtesy of Sea

Breezes.
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Explanatory notes:

! Crawford & Rowat was a well-known prestigious London naval outfitter, active from
the late 19" century into the mid-20th. the sort of place a family would take a lad to be
“properly turned out” before his first voyage.

? Adonkey’s breakfast is a sailor’s straw mattress - a cheap, lumpy, straw-filled
mattress issued to ordinary seamen, stuffed with coarse straw —i.e. donkey food.
It was uncomfortable, scratchy, and often damp or vermin-ridden.

* A hook pot and pannikin is the everyday kit a sailor used for eating and drinking.
The hook let a sailor hang the pot over a fire, used for boiling water, heating tea or
stews. A pannikin is a small metal cup or mug, usually tin or enamelled, used for
drinking tea, grog, or water, tough, cheap, and virtually indestructible — perfect for
shipboard life.

* A Blue Nose was a sailor who had crossed the Arctic Circle —Just as crossing the
Equator made you a Shellback, crossing into the Arctic made you a Blue Nose.

5 Durance vile refers to a harsh, unpleasant imprisonment of the most degrading
sort

5 Burgoo was a thick, porridge-like stew usually made from a coarse grain like oatmeal,
water, salt, and sometimes bits of meat or fat. It was cheap, filling, and could be made
in vast quantities in a single pot.

7 Lines from a fo'c’sle song — a half comic, half grumbling chant sailors sang about their
rations and regulations. "So, why complain? You're getting the ration you signed up for.’

Left: George's sea
chest, with
monograms PS for
Port Stanley and
CR for Crawford &
Rowat.
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Last Anchorage - Robert ‘Bob’ Carter

The passing of Robert Carter in September
2025 marked the end of an era in Australian
maritime art and historical scholarship.
Over a career spanning more than seven
decades, Carter distinguished himself as a
painter, historian, author, and society
leader, whose work not only captured the
visual majesty of the world’s last great
sailing ships but also preserved the lived
experiences of those who sailed them.

Robert Carter {1931-2025)

Robert’s meticulous research, evocative paintings, and authoritative
publications have left an indelible mark on maritime heritage, both in Australia
and internationally. Here we explore the enduring legacy he leaves behind.

Robert Carter was born in Sydney in 1931, into a family with deep maritime
roots. His father was a shipwright and naval architect, while his grandfather
had served as a master mariner on British sailing ships. Growing up in the
harbourside Manly during World War 11, Carter was immersed in a world
where the comings and goings of ships were a daily spectacle. The proximity
to Sydney Harbour, one of the world’s great maritime crossroads, provided a
formative backdrop for his burgeoning fascination with ships and the sea.

A pivotal moment occurred when, at the age of eleven, Carter witnessed the
American barque Kaiulani at anchor in Sydney Harbour, and later Gustaf
Erikson’s Pamir and Passat. These encounters, as he later recalled, ‘set my
passion for the last great square-rigged commercial sailing ships’. The
presence of some of the last working windjammers in Sydney during the war
years left an indelible impression, and his early exposure to the realities of
maritime life would shape both his artistic vision and historical inquiry.

Family influences were also significant. The technical knowledge imparted by
his father, combined with stories of his grandfather’'s voyages, instilled in
Carter a respect for the craft of shipbuilding and the traditions of seamanship.
These early experiences laid the foundation for a career that would blend
artistic skill with historical accuracy.
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While specific details of Carter’s formal education remain less documented, his
artistic training was characterized by a self-directed pursuit of both technical
mastery and historical authenticity. Carter recognized early on that to paint
sailing ships with fidelity, he needed to understand their construction, rigging,
and operation in depth. This realization propelled him into a lifelong process of
research, direct observation, and engagement with maritime practitioners.

Carter’'s approach to artistic training was thus twofold: he honed his skills as a
painter through practice and study, while simultaneously immersing himself in
the technical literature and oral histories of the sailing ship era. He sought out
old seafarers, particularly those who had rounded Cape Horn in commercial sail,
and became closely associated with the International Association of Cape
Horners (AICH) in Australia. Through these connections, Carter gained access to
a wealth of firsthand accounts, technical drawings, and photographic records,
which informed both his paintings and his later publications.

This dual commitment to art and research set Carter apart from many of his
contemporaries. His paintings were not mere romanticized visions of the sea,
but meticulously constructed representations grounded in historical fact.
Determined to capture this era of great sailing ships before it faded from
memory, Carter began to seek out those who had sailed in these vessels. His
association with the AICH, for whom he was Secretary for many years, proved
invaluable, enabling him to contact over 400 members worldwide. Through
interviews, correspondence, and personal visits, Carter amassed a unique
archive of stories, anecdotes and technical details.

‘As | have interviewed hundreds of these seafarers over the years, | can paint
these last tall ships and their global voyages with great authenticity.”
—Robert Carter

His ability to blend the visual and the narrative—to paint ships with both
accuracy and atmosphere, and to tell the stories of those who sailed them—
bhecame a hallmark of his career. Carter's painting technique involved extensive
preparatory work. He would consult ship plans, photographs, and eyewitness
accounts to ensure accuracy. In many cases, he reconstructed scenes from oral
histories, bringing to life moments that had never been photographed.

Carter's achievements have been recognized through numerous awards and
honours, the most significant of which is the Order of Australia Medal (OAM),
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awarded in 2011 for ‘services to the arts through the research, illustration and
recording of the history of the last commercial sailing ships’.

Robert Carter died on 25™ October 2025 at the age of 94, in the Hunter Valley
region of New South Wales, where he had maintained his studio for many years.
The circumstances of his death were described as peaceful, following a period
of declining health. Obituaries and tributes poured in from across the world.
Marine Artists Australia, in a widely-shared social media post, wrote:

“An artist who captured the very essence of seafaring is how Robert (Bob) Carter
OAM is being remembered. His passion for the last great square-rigged
commercial sailing ships was now set and over time, Bob became recognised as
a world authority on the subject. His work captured not just the image of the ship
but the essence of seafaring itself”.

Friends, colleagues, and admirers recalled his generosity, humility and
unwavering dedication to his craft. Funeral arrangements were private, in
accordance with his wishes, but a public memorial service was held in Sydney,
attended by representatives of maritime organizations, artists, historians, and
members of the public.

Robert Carter's life and work exemplify the power of

WIND]AM ERS art and scholarship to preserve and illuminate the

The Final Story

, past. Through his paintings, books, and leadership,
: he ensured that the stories of the last great sailing
ships and their crews would not be forgotten. His
legacy endures in the collections that house his art,
the societies he helped to build, and the countless
individuals he inspired.

Whilst Robert Carter has crossed the bar, the ships
he painted sail on through his lifetime’s work.

Selected Bibliography
Windjammers: The Final Story (Rosenberg Publishing, 2004) ISBN 1877058041
Paint Me A Ship (Rosenberg Publishing, 2016) ISBN 9781925078916
Wartime Windjammers: Sailing Ships during Warld War 1/ ISBN 237000063563
The Marine Paintings of Robert Carter (2024) ISBN 9780646865683

Robert Carter’s books are available through his personal website and popular
online bookstores. www.robertcarter.com.au
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The Cape Horners’ Legacy

When you become a Cape Horner, and you're ready to proudly tell all who know
you that you have sailed around that infamous rock—that you have seen and
felt the tremendous seas and winds that funnel between South America and
Antarctica—then you should also know something of the Cape Horners of old,
the men, women and ships who doubled the Horn long before many of us were
born. The following text comes from the AICH’s Australian Section and tells
something of their story, written at a time when Masters in sail were becoming
fewer—their words nevertheless remain part of the wider Cape Horners’ legacy.

The Cape Horners are a dwindling group of men and women united by their
shared memories of the windjammers, the greatest tall ships the world has ever
seen. Surprisingly, little is known of this remarkable part of Australia's history.

By the 1890s, improvements in the design of steam engines made the steamship
a more efficient cargo carrier than sail. If it wasn't for Gustav Erikson, an Aland
Islander, the tall ships would have died out long before 1949,

These great ships that were still sailing in the 1930s and 1940s were the
culmination of hundreds of years of sailing ships. They were the last hurrah in
the domination of steam for the world's oceans. Garry Kerr, historian

As the death knell was sounding on the tall ships, Erikson built up the last great
cargo carrying sailing fleet the world would ever see. During the First World War,
freight rates were extremely high for ship owners willing to take a risk. Erikson
bought the Lawhill in 1917 and for him the risk paid off. After the war, the
Germans were forced to hand much of their shipping over to the Allies and
Erikson was able to build up an impressive fleet of windjammers at scrap prices.
At the same time Europe needed grain to feed its war-torn population and
Australia produced more grain than it needed. The grain trade between
Australia and Europe became the last trade left to the tall ships.

And so it is that the link between Port Victoria in the Spencer Gulf of South
Australia and the Aland Islands in the Baltic Sea, between Finland and Sweden,
was formed.

Erikson’s ships mostly sailed in ballast from Mariehamn in the Aland Islands to
South Australia. By the time the ships got to the small town of Port Victoria many
of the Finnish crew had had enough of the harsh conditions on board and
jumped ship. This meant that some young Australians could join up and fulfil
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their dreams of being a ‘Cape Horner'. They'd heard about the windjammers
through the writings of people such as Allan Villiers, an Australian adventurer
and writer whose books ‘By Way of Cape Horn’ and ‘Falmouth For Orders’
brought to life the romance of the sailing ship and inspired not just sailors but
paying passengers, including women, to sail on a windjammer.

Port Victoria took on a new lease of life when the ships were in town. Not only
did they provide work for locals but they also boosted the town's social calendar.
Sometimes there were as many as eleven ships anchored four miles off port and
the crews from these ships came into town to attend balls and suppers.

It gave everybody an interest. People would come from far and near to see the
ships because they were so0 rare even in those days. They only came to two or
three ports. Allison Gibson, resident of Port Victoria

As well, locals were brought out by motorboat to attend dances on board ship.
The Finnish crews and the local townsfolk for the most part mixed together well
during the six weeks it took for the ship to be loaded with grain and many local
residents still have fond memories of this time.

In order to be competitive with steam, the windjammers were forced to sail
through the Roaring Forties and Howling Fifties on the road to Cape Horn. The
young Australians who joined up in Port Victoria had little or no experience and
certainly no idea of what they were letting themselves in for.

The life nets were strung up and | remember thinking at the time, gee whiz, that’s
high, to have a life net strung up as high as that, you couldn't jump up to get it.
But | realised these experienced Swedes and Finns, they knew all about Cape
Horn. Maurice Corigliano, sailor

The new sailors were given no concessions and were sent up aloft from their
first day aboard ship. Standing on ropes 195 feet up, they had to quickly learn
their way about before they were expected to hoist and furl sails in the dark and
wild weather down south. No doubt many of the young starry-eyed sailors
wished they could jump ship but this wasn't an option and they had to accept
the fact that they were on that ship for the next three or four months, whether
they liked it or not.

The food on board consisted mainly of salted horse, smoked cod, tinned goods
and stale bread full of weevils.

You could eat any amount of salt horse, but you couldn't eat it, it was awful. Very

few of us could eat it. We used to go down in the night to where the salt horse
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was stored and get it up on deck and dump it over the side but there were so
much of it. You couldn't win! Tor Lindquist, sailor

For fresh meat there was often a pig on board that at some time would be killed
which usually involved a comedy of errors as they tried to slit its throat until the
pig was eventually shot. Most of the Australian sailors found it difficult to enjoy
the Aland treat of blood pancakes although some didn't mind it.

The ships rounded Cape Horn, the deadliest waterway in the world, where the
wind roars through Drake’s Passage with no land mass to slow it down.

The waves could be up to three quarters of a mile in-between the crests and the
big swells, they have three huge waves on top of them. Keith McKoy, sailor

The sailors faced wild storms and the potential danger of icebergs, with
undermanned crews, sometimes stripped back to half the usual number for such
a difficult and dangerous voyage as Erikson tried to cut costs.

Many ships have been lost off Cape Horn, possibly from running into icebergs in
the dark or else from being ‘pooped’.

Passat experiencing heavy weather in North Atlantic
AD Edwardes Collection SLSA PRG 1373/78/117
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We'd been reading ‘Sea Breezes’ and that showed all the vessels from one book
to another, how many men and how many ships had been lost there without
trace. It was frightening. | said, stop reading those books, will you, we can't be
depressed, we've got to keep our spirits up. Chris Halls, sailor

However Erikson didn't lose one of his fleet on this stage of the journey. No
doubt this is testament to the crews and the skill of the Finnish captains, some
of whom could supposedly smell ice.

The crew battled winds one hundred feet above deck, with the helmsman being
strapped down during hurricanes and wet weather gear torn to shreds by
hailstones. They were expected to bring in two and a half acres of canvas in wild
weather so that the ship didn't get ‘top heavy’ and sometimes they went for 24
hours without sleep.

When you're out on the yardarm furling a sail, it's not like fighting a dead thing,
the sail is fighting back and trying to knock you off the yardarm. Sometimes you
were aver two hours up there, all hands. Tor Lindquist, sailor

Not anly were the men risking their lives to deliver cargo, they had the added
challenge of ensuring that that their ship made the fastest time back to Europe.
Alan Villiers coined the term ‘the Grain Races’, which saw ships compete for the
best time between Port Victoria and Falmouth, England. The Grain Races ran
between 1921 and 1949 with Erikson’s ship, the Passat being consistently the
fastest with an average time of 99 days, which wasn't a bad time for a four
thousand tonne, steel ship.

The ships, once around Cape Horn, made their way up to the Equator, or ‘the
line’ which was a significant event in a sailor's life and one to be celebrated. Fine
weather and a relaxed crew meant that the ‘Crossing the Line Ceremony’ could
be enjoyed by all as the first timers were initiated by king Neptune and his
courtiers.

The light trade winds meant the crews could relax and tidy the ship and wash
themselves and their clothes in tropical downpours on deck.

From day to day, it was getting warmer all the time. What a wonderful
experience to have a steady ship. You didn't have to put your knees up on the
bunk every time she rolled, we could just lie there. Chris Hallis, sailor

However, this was sometimes the slowest and most frustrating part of the
journey with ships stalled in the Doldrums without wind for days and,
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sometimes, weeks at a time.
Some of the Swedish captains
could ‘troll’ or control the
wind, a wvaluable skill in
winning a Grain Race.

Erikson lost several ships in
the English Channel when
they were run down in the fog
by steamships, a real threat
to even the most experienced
of seamen. But those that

made it safely to Falmouth in
England or Corkin Ireland had
their times recorded and
compared their best days run
with other ships and their
captains. The one and only
Grain Race Trophy was won
by Erikson in 1928 for his ship,

Herzogin Cecilie, circa 1930. ....cuuu
the Herzogin Cecile. The Victor Harpeneen, SLSA, B 64069/23
Swedes, who sponsored the

trophy, failed to sponsor another when they didn't win the Grain Race. The 1928
Grain Race trophy is still on display in Erickson’s shipping headquarters in
Mariehamn.

Sadly the Cape Horners Association is quickly dwindling. Many of the Australian
sailors look back on their time in the windjammers as being one of the most
important in their lives. They all agree that it was an experience that shaped
their lives and one they wouldn't have missed for the world.

I liked the sailing ships because they were clean, no waste and there was no air
pollution, no noise pollution and the wind was free. Tor Lindquist, sailor

Being a Cape Horner is a unique experience shared by only a few people and
something to be remembered and celebrated.

The Cape Horners recalls a time lost forever to the march of progress. Never
again will we see such glorious ships powered by wind alone sailing the world's
oceans.
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Committee Activities Nov 2025 - April 2026

Reviewed Strategic Objectives for 2025-2026 at January 2026

1) A ‘high level’ international input to the committee

We now have an Ocean Safety Symposium Steering Committee comprising:
Stan Honey (USA); Dilip Donde (India); Skip Nowak (USA);
Tapio Lehtinen (FIN); Roger Nilson (SWE); Barry Pickthall (UK);
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston (UK); Richard du Moulin (USA);

Alistair Hackett (UK); Philip Baum (RSA). This steering committee has met
twice since Nov 2025.

2) International Membership Campaign - increase and strengthen

2a - We want to continue to encourage members to contact their sailing
contemporaries who are eligible to be members.

2b - We have welcomed 37 new members to the IACH in the last year.

2c - Whilst we are creating a strong new core membership we must retain
our present membership. Members have been asked by email to send
feedback on what you would like us to focus on.

2d - A detailed online survey about The Cape Horner, our twice a year
publication, has been completed. The results have been very useful. Sincere
thanks to all who responded online. Especial thanks to Eric Gustavson and
John Langthorne for making the effort to complete the paper version and
send it by post to the editor.

3) Circumnavigation Registers

Our circumnavigation registers continue to grow this year as follows: Solo
non-stop 228; Solo with stops 157; Multicrew 1,992. This gives a total of
17 new entries.

4) Royal Patron
We have submitted an annual report for 2025 and sent HRH The Princess
Royal, Princess Anne, the latest journal - Autumn 2025.

5) Sponsorship

5a - We have recently been given an annual sum of £1,000 by a generous
international member who wishes to remain anonymous. You know who
you are. We are very grateful.
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5h - We are about to launch a major campaign to raise sponsorship for the
International Qcean Safety Symposium in Autumn 2027,

5c - We await the results of the French municipal elections to see whether
our Hall of Fame sponsorship will continue. Our agreement is till 2027 and
Les Sables d’Olonne are keen to continue though there may be pressures on
funding.

6) Improve Website

6a - The additional sponsorship mentioned will be used to offset the cost.
6b - We have now briefed two web developers. We hope to give the green
light by the end of March 2026.

6¢ - Our challenge is to build on and improve our membership database and
optimise the website. Bob Bradford has been doing a great job on managing
the website as well as our Facebook page, which helps to direct people to
the website.

6d - We continue to move Journals onto a flipbook reading platform and the
wehbpage where the journals can be accessed will soon have a more
interesting presentational look. The journals will be accessible to the public,
which will make our site more interesting and attract more visitors.

7) Encourage membership participation
7a-We are looking for help in two main areas:

- Membership Campaign

- Experience in Digital/Social Media marketing

7hb —We have recently had some kind offers of help from members who are
not looking to join the committee and we are truly grateful. If you'd like to
lend a hand in any way, big or small, we'd be delighted to hear from you.

8) International Ocean Safety

8a - Our new raison d’&tre going forward is Ocean Safety. We have initiated
an International Ocean Safety Symposium for Autumn 2027.

8h - We have begun researching the next annual International Ocean Safety
Award, which Ocean Safety Ltd have kindly agreed to sponsor for another
two years. The award will be presented at the Annual Lunch/Hall of Fame
Awards on 7 November 2026.

9) Vendée Globe Partnership
Our aim is to have a formal partnership in place for the 11* edition in
2028/249. This is still not firmed up but we are trying to make progress,

CH88 Cape Horner Journal
-40-



after the very successful Hall of Fame event at the start of the Vendée
Globe 10™ Edition in November 2024.

10) Hall of Fame
This year's Hall of Fame awaits the results of the French municipal elections.
The location and format will depend on the new Les Sables d"Olonne Council

11) Increase IACH exposure in the public and sailing environment
Qur online stats are as follows:
11a - IACH Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/CapeHorners/
12 months: Jan 25—-Dec25 31,740 views 1,100 followers
11b - IACH Website - www.capehorners.org
12 months: Jan 25— Dec 25 529,000 impressions
An increase of 500,000 on the previous 12 months — great progress.
11c - Circumnavigation Registers -
www.capehorners.org/circumnavigation-registers,/
12 months: Jan 25—Dec25 63,775 impressions
An increase of 33,000 on the previous 12 months, fantastic improvement.
These stats are very encouraging. We have to continue to develop our
website and social media. Any social media experts who would like to help,
please contact us asap.

12) Miscellaneous Notes

We continue to generate a lot of goodwill through our activities, supported
by our President Sir Robin Knox-lohnston and Vice-President lean-Luc Van
Den Heede. We have partnerships with the Ocean Globe Race, the Golden
Globe Race, the Ocean Race, the Global Solo Challenge and WorldStar 26.

13) Annual Lunch 7" November 2026

Having had a very successful Annual Lunch and Hall of Fame Awards event
on 22™ November 2025, we are waiting to see whether we may need to
combine the Hall of Fame with the lunch again.

The Committee did a wonderful job organising the last lunch — it was a real
team effort and hugely appreciated. We would love your support for the
next one, so do spread the word and encourage your old crewmates and
friends to join us. The more of us there are, the better the event will be.

14) Membership Registering on PayPal — reduce standing orders

There still remain 14.2% of members who have not changed to PayPal.
Many thanks to those who have done so as this significantly reduces the
agdmin on our volunteer Membership Secretary. If members have not yet
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Any queries? Contact Pippa via memsec@capehorners.org

‘ done so, please consider it.
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A Hard Mistress

The following extract is from Voyaging - Fifty Years on the Seven Seas in Saif, the
stories of Captain James William Holmes (1855-1932), edited by his daughter
Nora Coughlan. Both were Cape Horners. Chapter 1 — ‘A Hard Mistress”. This is
followed by a brief biography of Coughlan.

ROUNDING THE HORN could never be less than an unpleasant experience in a
sailing ship. Often it was appalling, sometimes it was disastrous. The tapering
point of the Chilean Andes broken by pounding seas into thousands of mountain-
islands and rocky peaks, presents a wild and dangerous coast unequalled in the
shipping world, and without any anchorage and refuge from the continuous
gales. Moreover, being utterly desolate and uninhabited it offered no aid or hope
of rescue to a ship in distress, only certain doom. Being in the region of icebergs
adds to the dangers and general unpleasantness. Naturally, in these latitudes, it
is cold, but the presence of ice brings an added deadly coldness. It is usually
accompanied by dense fog and unnatural gloom, which, of course, conceals the
icebergs. One can travel through fifty bergs and be very conscious of their
presence and yet be unable to see them and to take avoiding action. Without a
sight of the sun by day or a star to guide by night, the hazards of navigation are
greatly increased, apart from the furious gales raging continuously and rolling up
mountainous seas.

Through all the long weeks of gloom and darkness, with day scarcely
distinguishable from night, the ship had to be navigated towards a pinpoint on
the chart, thousands of miles away, and she had to be steered with the wheel
kicking viciously and needing two men even to hold it. For their own safety and
that of the ship, they were lashed to the heavy teak wheel, for if the helmsman
were washed overboard or thrown over the wheel and killed (as in the Inverness)
then all power of controlling the ship was instantly lost, and she would probably
be dismasted or sunk under seas she could not ride. Much depended on the man
at the wheel, for prompt response to every order was vital. The navigator,
standing beside him at the binnacle, was watching the sails and sea and sky and
anticipating every change of mood, and giving the necessary commands to meet
it. The ship must be kept on course, despite wind and waves, and so controlled
and coaxed and eased and encouraged that she could endure and defy the forces
bent on her destruction.
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And right gallantly she did it, shaking herself free from the tonnes of thundering
water that smothered her, and leaping triumphantly to the top of the next see
that threatened to engulf her. So she fought for her survival, and that of all
aboard, in response to orders continually given and heroically carried out. There
is something unforgettable in the struggle of tortured ship and men fighting as
one against the implacable relentlessness elements—and such an unequal
battle, a mere handful of men against limitless force!

— . —
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Barque Leucadia of Aberdeen, built at Aberdeen in 1870, the first of Captain JW
Holmes’ many commands. Painting by Capt. JW Holmes

The whole ship's company numbered only twenty, giving six deckhands in each
watch. But in Cape Horn weather, with the frequent cry of ‘all hands on deck’
there was practically no watch below in the twenty-four hours, and even if
possible, what rest could there be for men lying dripping wet in sodden bunks
with every nerve stretched for the next call? Yet, day after day, without a break,
these men could lay on to the main brace, and with seas crashing down on them,
could alter a ship's course in the teeth of a gale. Tacking meant hauling an eighty-
foot yard around with only their weary muscles and dogged tenacity, and this
with the ship healing over at such an angle that it was difficult to get a foothold,
or to cross the deck without being swept into the scuppers or overboard. Taking
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in sail was imperative as the wind rose, and the higher it rose, the more sails
must be furled. Then, at the order shouted into the gale, those staggering,
slithering figures, encumbered with stiff oilskins and clumsy seaboots, would
leap into the rigging and climb, hands frozen perhaps a hundred feet or more
with the ship rolling so that her yardarms touched the sea. Then these
supermen, A.B.s, 0.5.5 and apprentices, would spread out along the vyard,
standing on a mere loop of rope, and, leaning over the yard, would claw with
bleeding fingernails at a billowing mass of wet canvas filled with the fury of
demoniacal wind, and, with their puny hands, tie that great writhing wrestling
mass of heavy sodden sail securely down to the spar—and some ships carried
two acres of canvas!

And through all those days of lowering grey skies meeting vicious grey sea, with
constant hauling and reefing and lack of sleep, there was not even the comfort
of a hot cup of coffee, for the galley fire was washed out.

The hardships we may recall with more amazement than regret, but if we may
not lament the passing of the sailing ship, let us at least accord her the tribute
of a thought. The youth of today can have no conception of the rigours, privation
and starvation endured by those who built up the commercial and maritime
supremacy of Britain. A ship may be a hard mistress but her fascination is not to
be denied and it passes not with passing years.

S PR RN PR PR PR PR PN A 7

“Veyaging - Fifty Years on the Seven Seas in Sail’

Author: Captain Williom James Holmes / Editor: Nora Coughlan
1970 edition with 20 colour plates - Nautical Publishing Company
SBN 245505199

Mrs Nora Coughlan (née Holmes) b. 5" March 1895 — d. July 1978

Mrs Nora Coughlan first went to sea in 1891, joining her father, Captain William
James Holmes, who had just gained his first command on the Leucadia. Captain
Haolmes had taken over the vessel in Adelaide and sailed in ballast to Auckland
to load for London. It was in Auckland that the Captain’s wife and two daughters
joined him. Nora was just six years old and at the beginning of a lifelong
connection with deep-water sailing.

The Leucadia left Auckland on 21% March, rounded Cape Horn in dirty weather,
and reached London in 98 days. Nora did not accompany her father on the next
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voyage, which took the ship in ballast to Sweden to load timber for Port
Elizabeth. From there, Captain Holmes sailed in ballast to Adelaide for orders. A
cargo was secured at Lyttleton, New Zealand, and the vessel made Queenstown
in under a year. After unloading at Rouen, the Leucodio waited four months
before securing her next cargo in London. She sailed on 27% January 1894 for
Adelaide, arriving on 15% May.

The ship then took on ballast for Newcastle, where she loaded coal for
Valparaiso, completing the passage in 53 days. The agent subsequently sent her
to Taltal, Chile, to unload and reload, a process that occupied two months. The
Leucadia finally left Taltal on 8" November 1894. Cape Horn was rounded once
more, this time in more favourable weather, and the cargo was discharged in
Hamburg in March 1835. Captain Holmes then left the leucodia to take
command of the Cimba. The Leucadio was soon afterwards sold to Norwegian
owners, renamed Edwardina, and was eventually lost in the Gulf of Mexico.

Many years later in December 1963, Nora
joined the AICH. She talked of “the honour of
being elected to that small and dwindling body
of the International Association of Cape
Horners’. Later, in 1965, Hutchinson & Co
published her book “Veyaging’, the story of her
father’s remarkable career. Drawing on his
loghooks, her notes of conversations with him,
and reproductions of his finely executed
pen-and-ink drawings and paintings, the book
offers a vivid portrait of a seafaring life. Of her
own experiences at sea, Nora was interviewed
on radio and television.

The book is notable in other respects. In her
eightieth year, Nora wrote “before | depart on
my Last Veyage..” a fourteen-page preface in
which she described how her father came to
recount his stories and how the book was
finally brought to publication. The Poet Laureate, John Masefield, O.M., who had
a lifelong fascination with the sea, contributed the Foreword.

Book Cover of ‘Voyaging’
showing 5/V Inverurie
painted by Capt. Holmes

Nora Coughlan died in Gravesend, Kent, in July 1978,
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The 1954 South Goodwin Lightship Disaster

The following report is not about modern yochts or sailing vessels of yore but is
concerned with a very different kind of maritime story: one in which a vessel built
for steadfastness and warning was instead drawn into the centre of a sudden
and deeply consequential catastrophe. In 1954, @ modern lightship off the UK’s
south-eastern coast — designed to be a fixed point of safety in uncertain waters
— became the site of a disaster itself.

* ok ok ¢ ok % ok ok ok ok k *

Being a crewman stationed on a
lightship was considered the most
dangerous duty by nearly every
lighthouse organization in the world.
This was because, regardless of the
weather, a lightship was not allowed
to leave its station. It was assigned a
particular location because it was too
dangerous or impractical to build a
lighthouse at the site.

Lightship  disasters were not
uncommon. The Nantucket Lightship
V117 was rammed by the RMS
Olympic in 1934 and sank with the
loss of some of its crew. A hurricane
in September of 1944 sank the
Vineyard Lightship with the loss of its
entire  crew near  Cuttyhunk,
Massachusetts. And the demise of
the Diamond Shoals Lightship in 1918
off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina was
not caused by the weather; instead it
was a German U-Boat that was the
culprit.

But, generally speaking, it was the
weather that was the biggest threat
to lightships and their crews. Such
was the case on the night of
November 26-27, 1954, when
tragedy struck Trinity House's South
Goodwin Lightship just north of the
narrowest point of the Straits of
Dover in England.

The entire crew of the South
Goodwin Lightship lost their lives that
night. Amazingly, the one person who
miraculously survived by God’s will,
was not a member of the crew.

Ronald Murton, a 22-year-old
employee of the British Ministry of
Agriculture, had been assigned to the
South Goodwin to study bird
migration. Having been living
onboard for a month, he had become
friends with the crew and was by
then acquainted with the dangerous
life onboard the vessel. But he could
never imagined what would happen
in those final fateful moments.

CH88 Cape Horner Journal

-47-



Murton recalled, ‘1 was in my bunk
with just my pyjamas on, but the gale
got so fierce | could not sleep. | put a
wool cardigan over my pyjamas,
slipped on a greatcoat and went up to
the bridge.’

Murton said it was close to midnight
and upon arriving at the bridge he
saw the captain and several crew
members trying to take bearings to
see if the ship was still on its
moorings, but they soon concluded
that the ship was drifting and rolling
aimlessly in the gale. Murton then
went down to the crew quarters and
shouted to them to get alert, that
they were in trouble.

Murton, along with five crewmen and
the captain, made their way to the
ship's galley. The captain shouted
that he was going to the radio room
to call for help. But as the captain
turned to leave through the
hatchway, the ship lurched violently,
shuddered and, without warning,
turned over on her side.

Murton recalled the events, ‘The sea
burst in through the hatch of the
galley which was now upright and
swept me onto the stove.
Fortunately, the sea had put out the
fire.!

‘I struggled in the swirling foaming

CH38

water. Then with the sea filling the
galley, | took a chance and dived
through the hatch. | just managed to
grab the outside of it and pull myself
through.

‘That must have been around
1.30am. | climbed to the side of the
ship amidships. Seas were coming
over me and it was as much as | could
to hold on to the rail.

‘All through the night with the icy
wind howling and the sea bursting
over me, | hung on.” And for the next
eight hours he hung on to the rail, all
the time wondering when his body,
exposed to the full force of the bitter
cold elements, would give out and he
would slip away, into death.

In the meantime, the crew of the
nearby North Goodwin Lightship had
seen the light disappear on the South
Goodwin Lightship and had placed a
radio call for help. The Royal Lifeboat
Service launched several lifeboats
but, because of high seas, they were
forced to turn back.

While Murton was clinging to the rail
for his life he said that even over the
howling wind he could hear a tapping
sound coming from within the ship.
He assumed that it was members of
the crew signalling from within an
airtight compartment for help.
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Going into his ninth hour of clinging
to the ship and, just as he felt he
could hang on no longer, he heard an
airplane and saw it circle overhead.
Wrapping one arm around the rail, he
signalled with the other arm, hoping
that they would see him.

A few minutes later, a United States
Air Force search and rescue
helicopter, from Manston Air Force
Base, flying in high winds, arrived on
the scene. The helicopter hovered
overhead and dropped a lifeline to
Murton. He thrust his body into the
noose and was hauled up to safety.
He had been saved.

Finally, on November 28, the Trinity
House lighthouse tender Patricia

was able to reach the scene with
frogmen from the RMS Romola. The
U.S. Air Force helicopter returned,
and at a low tide was able to land on
the sand bar and deliver oxy-
acetylene burners and other cutting
equipment. The frogmen searched
the vessel but could not find any
survivors or bodies. Apparently, the
sea had carried them all away. No
bodies were ever found.

Ronald Murton had survived the
worst storm in two centuries and the
crew of the helicopter was awarded
medals for bravery. However,
proving once again just how

dangerous lightship duty was, the
seven members of the crew paid with
the ultimate sacrifice.

On her starboard side, the South Goodwin Lightship lay helpless as the
relentless waves kept it pinned against the Goodwin Sands.
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At low tide a U.S. Air Force helicopter, based at RAF Manston, was able to land
on the sand bar and deliver rescue equipment to the Royal Navy frogmen. The

bodies of the crew, however, had all been swept to sea. At low tide, remains of
the ship can still be seen to this day.

* ¥k % % % % * k %k % ¥ ¥

Reprinted from September 2009. Reproduced with permission, courtesy of
Lighthouse Digest by Timothy Harrison.

The clubhouse facilities of tHeoyal Ocean Racing ClirbSt James,
London, and in Cowes, Isle of Wight, may be used by members. Proof of
IACH membership is requireEmail your requesby copying in the IACH
Chairman and Secretary. On arrival, please have your IACH membership

card available. For lunch, dinner and overnight stays, be sure to book|in
advance.Check the details at www.rorc.org

To book the London Clubhouse, emaihouse@rorc.org
For the Cowes Clubhouse, emadowes@rorc.org
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Cutty Sark — Facts in Numbers

Source: The Royal Museums Greenwich

Cutty Sark was launched on 22™ November 1869 in Dumbarton, Scotland. Her
maximum recorded speed was 17.5 knots — astonishing for a sailing vessel of
her size aided by her long, narrow hull and sharp, wave-cutting bow. When
fully rigged, she could carry 3,000 square metres of canvas. She visited 16
countries and travelled the equivalent of two-and-a-half trips to the Moon
and back. She carried nearly 10 million Ibs of tea between 1870-77. 653 men
served aboard during her British merchant years. They came from 30+
countries, aged 14 to 56. Most served only a single round voyage — a reminder
of the tough, transient life of merchant seafarers.

Above: Cutty Sark at Greenwich, February 2026 © Jan Cambrensis

Back Page: The copper-sheathed hull of Cutty Sark at Greenwich, 2026.

The copper prevented marine growth, therefore less drag; it protected the hull
from shipworm and reduced maintenance time in port. This made Cutty Sark
faster, cleaner and more competitive; a world-beater.
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Thecopperheathed hullof the Cutty Sarkat Grenwich 2026
© Jan Cambrensis
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